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EDITOR’S WELCOME 
 

 
 

Welcome to the August edition of the Roath Local History Society’s 

newsletter, which keeps you up-to-date with all the goings-on of the 

society! 

Having now completed our summer season of events, we can begin to 

look forward to our autumn and winter programme, which features a 

number of excellent talks on a wide range of topics. Details will follow 

very shortly by post, but the committee very much looks forward to 

welcoming you all to St Edward’s once again. 

 

However, and wherever, you are spending your summer, I hope you 

have a marvellous time, with much to look forward to on your return! 

 

Best wishes, 

 
Geraint Denison-Kurg 

  Honorary Secretary  



4 

PROGRAMME, EVENTS & MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
 
Dear R.L.H.S. Members, 

 

Look out for a R.L.H.S. envelope dropping through your letterbox in mid-August. 

It will contain next season’s 2022 - 2023 Lecture Programme, and an A4 

Membership Renewal Form.  

 

N.B. Although our printed trifold brochure has a form on the back page, please 

use the enclosed, larger A4 sheet - it’s easier to fill-in, file and keeps your 

programme intact for reference throughout the year.  

 

I would be very grateful if you could return your forms and remittances to me 

before our first meeting on Wednesday, 14th September. This way I can process 

them at my leisure; and have your new cards waiting, when you sign in for our 

first, September Meeting/AGM.  

 

We anticipate this year’s AGM being a quite straightforward event, as most of 

the Officers are in the middle of their 3 year term and our current Committee 

Members have expressed willingness to stand for another year.  

 

Therefore, at around 8 o’clock we shall be getting off to a cracking start, with 

our first presentation, entitled The Garden by the Sea, A Story of Penarth with 

Journalist, Filmmaker and Author, Anthony Hontoir. This 50-minute film, was 

made by our Presenter, in 2016, and the evening will end with a short Q&A 

session. We are keen for more Members to join our Committee. Personally, I am 

currently carrying out two Offices and would love someone with word 

processing, computer skills; to shadow the role of Membership Secretary, with 

a view to taking over, in due course. Our Membership has continued to grow, 

and we now have 174 Members. Of course, this is entirely wonderful, but does 

mean a huge increase in the amount of time, throughout the year, spent on 

administration. I don’t wish to put anybody off, on its own, the role is quite 

manageable and enjoyable - you certainly get to know people! However, as 

Programme & Events Organiser, I am also responsible for booking and 

promoting 9 lectures and planning 6 summer visits; so together, the two Offices, 

are becoming onerous.  

 

All good wishes,  

 

Elizabeth Morgan.  

Programme, Events & Membership Secretary.  

📧 roathhistory@gmail.com  

📞 029 2048 2658 📲 07801 544 823   
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
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SUMMER SEASON 2022 RETROSPECTIVE 

Elizabeth Morgan 
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ADAMSDOWN PRIMARY – the ADAMSDOWN INVESTIGATORS! 

Jenni Phillips 

 

 

In February 2022, three members of the R.L.H.S. committee - Gareth 

Brown, Geraint Denison-Kurg and Jenni Phillips - visited Adamsdown 

Primary School to meet an enthusiastic group of young researchers 

from Year 6, the Adamsdown Investigators, who had been tasked 

with investigating the history of their school. We talked to the group 

about primary and secondary sources, before being shown a 

number of photographs and documents that the children had 

found so far. 

 

The results of their enquiry were presented in an exhibition at the 

school in July 2022, which Jenni Phillips attended as a 

representative of the Society. The children presented their research 

methodology and a timeline of their school’s history, from the 

Victorian period through to the present day. They have achieved 

an enormous amount in a short period of time and plan to upload 

a video of the exhibition to the school website so that it can be seen 
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by a wider audience. The quality of their work and the way in which 

it was presented  as very impressive.  

 

At the outset of the project, enquiries were thwarted by the 

absence of school log books and admission registers, the 

whereabouts of which were unknown. During the course of their 

research, the children were delighted to learn that these had been 

found, stored in boxes in 

the school attic. The log 

books and admission 

registers will be going to 

Glamorgan Archives 

shortly for conservation 

and safe-keeping. In due 

course it will be possible 

for any interested parties 

to consult these records 

at the archives. A 

remarkable discovery 

and an excellent 

research project, which 

will be continuing next 

year with a new group of 

Year 6 students. We hope 

that the children’s 

involvement in this 

research may have 

ignited a lifelong passion 

for local history! 
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THE HISTORY OF CARDIFF 

-PART EIGHT- 

Deanne Pickstone 

 

In 1919-20, there was the Spanish flu Pandemic and it had a 

devastated the population. Dr John Campbell, the husband of Enid 

Ashton, a granddaughter of Elizabeth, was among those who died. 

Their son married his cousin Pat Williams. They lived in Dinas Powis 

and their garden was directly behind Jeanne Chambers.  

 

In 1922 there was a great need for residential housing. To alleviate 

the problem the Cardiff Extension Act was implemented and many 

districts in Cardiff became the suburbs we know today. 

  

Until the end of the nineteenth century, Cyncoed was literally a 

track between Penylan and Lianishen. It was mainly covered in 

woodland with a few farms and houses.  On 20th June 1894 Roath 

Park was opened. This attracted the building of many fine individual 

properties to the area, such as Lake Roads East and West and Cefn 

Coed Road. On the latter, in 1910, Ephraim Turner, the builder of 

Cardiff's City Hall, built his mansion called Cefn Coed. I remember 

it just before it was pulled down with the front entrance having a 

porch similar to that of the City Hall. Today it is Cefn Coed Gardens.  

 

By the time of the Second World War there was a large private 

residential area stretching from Rhydypennau Road to Uandennis 

and Hollybush Road with the village shopping area at the end of 

Cyncoed Road. All Saints Church was built and also the Methodist 

Church. St. Paul's R.C. Church was not built until the end of 20th  

century. The Cardiff Golf Club was nearby. Sadly, a Spitfire crashed 

on the 12th green, killing its pilot. Later it became a US Army base 

during the build up to D Day. The Cyncoed Lawn Tennis Club was 

in Brynderwen Close and during the Second World War was the site 

of an antiaircraft Battery. 

 

In 1922 Cardiff Council purchased Green and Red House Farms and 

created Ely Council Estate. By the 1960s Ely was further developed 

and later a huge complex was created at nearby Culverhouse 

Cross.  
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Fairwater, until the turn of the 20th century, was a tiny village of less 

than 100 residents. There was the village green where on one side 

was the beautiful Swiss Cottage, with its barley sugar chimneys. 

Fairwater House was built in 1840 for the Vaughan family after which 

Fairwater Road is named. TyGwyn in Fairwater Road is where Roald 

Dahl was born in 1916. Fairwater Croft was the home of Sir John 

Courtis. In 19th century, the Gothic Ely Rise was built for W D David. 

Ty Bronnau was the home of Hastings Watson. After the second 

world war, it became part of the Glanely Tuberculosis Hospital. The 

village green was transformed into a Shopping centre with its Mock 

Tudor buildings. By 1938, Fairwater was a large residential area, later 

expanded with council housing. 

  

Llanishen remained a rural village with its Norman church of St 

!san’s, the Church Inn and the National School which opened in 

1867. There were a number of farms including Fidlas, Ty-Glas, Heol 

Hir and Llanishen Fach, now remembered in road names. In the late 

1880s large individual houses were built on Station Road. Fidlas 

Road was much narrower then, and the famous three arches 

carried the new railway to the Valleys. At the end of Fidlas Road 

was, and still is, the 300-year-old Bridge Cottage. From the Fifties 

onwards the area was further developed with both private and 

public housing.  

 

Rumney was first established in Roman and Norman times. Castle 

Heights is named after a Roman fort., while the Norman church of 

St Augustine's still stands proudly today. Mainly a rural area,in 1901, 

its population was 579. The area supplied Cardiff with flowers, 

vegetables and dairy products. The only industry was the Rumney 

Pottery which produced high quality ware for nearly 300 years. 

Oakmeadow Cottage in earlier times was a Magistrate's Court and 

is popularly known as Hangman's Cottage. During the Twenties, 800 

private houses were built around St Augustine's Church. 

 

Llandaff North became a suburb in 1922 but it owed its 

importance to the Glamorganshire Canal which ran through the 

area. There were a number of factories. The South Wales 

Company made its product from slaughtered horses. Other firms 

manufactured violin strings and there was also a soap factory. 

There was, furthermore, the Crown Matchworks, and the Eagle 
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foundry produced street names' plates and  manhole and drain 

covers inscribed with the insignia "Evans Llandaff" used in many 

Cardiffian streets.,The social housing estate of Mynachdy was 

developed at this time, named after Mynachdy farm.  

 

In 1928 the Worldwide Financial Crash came. However, many 

private residential areas were created at that time in Cyncoed, 

Fairwater, Grangetown, Heath, Llandaff, Rhiwbina and Whitchurch, 

with semi-detached houses selling at £350 to £450. 

 

In 1930 Cardiff's Municipal Airport opened on Pengam Moors. By 

1938 there were a 'number of services. One to Weston-super-Mare, 

taking just ten minutes, cost 9/6. During the Second World War it 

became an RAF Maintainance Unit. It finally closed in 1954.  

Willows High in Splott is named after Ernest Willows. 

 

To meet the needs of the ever-expanding city, Western Avenue 

was built from Ely Bridge to North Road and was opened in 1933.  

In September 1939, the Managing Director of the Fflottman Drill 

Company in Allensbank Road was a German spy, Hans Kucheman. 

He escaped, narrowly missing being arrested by British Intelligence.  

In 1939 the Royal Ordnance Factory was built in Llanishen 

occupying some 49 acres. It was to produce tank and anti-tank 

guns, before later being absorbed into the AWE (Atomic Weapons 

Establishment). The land is now occupied by the houses around 

Tasker Square and the empty former government buildings at Ty 

Glas which await redevelopment. In a single month in, 1944, ROF 

Llanishen produced 1,784 tank guns, a record for any factory in the 

British Empire. During the war Nora Doughton from Maesteg lodged 

at our home and worked at the factory. Additional housing was 

also built on Pen y Dre in Rhiwbina, which survives in modified forms 

to this day. Curran's factory was also converted to the war effort to 

produce munitions and had a workforce of 1,300 (Ed. including the 

editor’s grandmother, then Miss Norma Mullins).  

 

Following the Great Depression, Cardiff Docks only financially 

survived with the coming of the Second World War. In 1942, there 

was the famous and daring Commando Raid, "Operation Chariot", 

on St Nazaire Docks in France. Cardiff Docks was used as the 

Training area. Later Cardiff Docks also became an important entry 
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port for American troops and equipment, serving the crucial 

transatlantic route which was a key target for the Axis powers 

during the Battle of the Atlantic. Wilta Court in Rumney was built in 

1900 for the owners of the shipping firm Heywards. During the war it 

became a hostel for the Land Army. Ely Rise in Fairwater, 

meanwhile, was taken over by the Royal Observer Corps, plotting 

the course of incoming enemy aircraft. There were many anti-

aircraft battery sites around Cardiff. As well as the afore-mentioned 

battery in Cyncoed Tennis Club, there was one sited on the 

common in Llwyngrant Road, Penylan.  

 

During the Second World War, many areas were turned over to 

allotments for the public to grow their own supplies to supplement 

the rations imposed due to food shortages. Many local parks were 

converted at least in part to this use, including Roath Mill Gardens 

and Heath Park. My father and uncle had two plots in the latter, 

and every Wednesday my mother and I would go there to pick 

fresh vegetables. We had a garden shed and on Saturdays many 

men would gather there and in other sheds, having cups of tea and 

exchanging produce as well as flowers such as Wallflowers, Sweet 

Peas and Dalhias. My lifelong love of gardening started there. The 

American Army had a base at-Heath Park, as well as the one on 

Whitchurch Common. After the war, in grateful thanks to the local 

:people, trees were planted and a plaque was laid on the 

common. 

 

From a base in Cyncoed during the build up to D-Day, hundreds of 

Sherman tanks trundled along Cyncoed Road on their way to 

Cardiff Docks. 

 

I attended Roath Park Primary during the war, and after school on 

summer days my friends and I, together with our mothers, went to 

play in Roath Pleasure Gardens; the Recreational Park had also 

been turned over to allotments. Penylan Park was another 

favourite, where, by climbing through a bent iron park railing into 

the fields beyond, we went to pick primroses and into the woods to 

pick bluebells and blackberries. We played on the Putting Green 

and later I learned to play tennis there. Despite shortages and the 

sadness of war, we still had the freedom to enjoy ourselves.  
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Cardiff suffered many air raids. One of the worse was in January 

1941 when the cellar of Hollyman's Bakery ln Grangetown, which 

was converted into an air-raid shelter, took a direct hit and some 

32 people were killed. 60 People were killed when the Conservative 

Club in De Burgh Street, Riverside was bombed. In nearby 

Blackstone Street, Gladys Ashton was one of seven people killed. 

Llandaff-Cathedral was badly damaged, and in1963 it reopened 

with Epstein's Christ in- Majesty statue over its Nave.  

 

In one night, the Blind Institute, Dewi Sant Church and Howard 

Gardens High School were destroyed along with St Martin's Church, 

part of Marlborough Road School and many houses in Roath.  

In another raid, four houses at St. Agnes Road Heath, were struck 

by a landmine and nine people died. A landmine destroyed part 

of Cathays Cemetery. It was said that the Bombers were trying to 

hit the ROF, but they mistakenly thought the white gravestones 

reflected in their lights were the lights of the factory.  The last air-raid 

was on 18th May 1943. The Heath Hotel an-d a row of houses were 

bombed.  

 

With the end of the war people were optimistic, but rationing was 

not to end until the 1950s, and there was an even greater need for 

housing and schools. 

 

Continued in September’s Edition.  



19 

GET IN TOUCH 
 

 
 

For general society enquiries, newsletter submissions and to request 

loans from the R.L.H.S. Archive, contact: 

Geraint at Denison-Kurg@outlook.com or on (029) 2048 8358. 

 

For membership or events and programming enquiries, contact: 

Elizabeth at RoathHistory@gmail.com or on (029) 2048 2658. 

 

For website enquiries, contact: 

Ted at RoathHistoryWebsite@gmail.com. 
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