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EDITOR’S WELCOME 
 

 
 

June is here, and with it the advent of summer and our summer programme! We 

have had a wonderful response to our events this year but do still currently have 

some spaces available for Bristol Zoological Gardens on 29th June and Hereford on 

13th July; if you would like to reserve a ‘last minute’ space, please contact Elizabeth 

as soon as possible to avoid disappointment! 
 

This evening we have our special ‘bonus’ Zoom talk on the Bacton Altar Cloth in 

honour of Jubilee Week. I look forward to seeing you all, albeit remotely, there! This 

second Elizabethan age has lasted even longer than the first, and has seen some 

remarkable parallels, as well as some remarkable differences. In whichever way you 

are celebrating over the course of the extended weekend, I hope you have a 

delightful time! If you have a quiet weekend planned, however, then I hope you will 

find time to sit down with this latest edition, which features the latest instalment of 

Deanne Pickstone’s History of Cardiff and a fascinating look into the history of 

Brynderwen Road by Michael Clemitson. 
 

The above photograph is a Jubilee class locomotive standing at Cardiff General 

and was the only royalty-free offering afforded me by Google which related to the 

search terms ‘Cardiff’ and ‘Jubilee’. I always think a steam engine is so cheerful but 

thought perhaps its inclusion required an explanation, the association of ideas being 

not immediately apparent! 

Best wishes, 

 
Geraint Denison-Kurg 

  Honorary Secretary  
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IN MEMORIAM: MARGARET REEVES 
 

The death has been announced of Margaret 

Reeves, who was one of the longest serving 

members of the R.L.H.S. She was among the first 

to join Alec Keir when he founded the Society in 

1978 and made a huge contribution to the 

Society. Apart from serving on the Committee, 

until developing health and mobility problems, 

she served a period as Hon. Treasurer, then Hon. 

Secretary, and was always to the fore with all the 

activities of the Society. She had a great 

knowledge of Roath, much of which was 

recalled in her own personal memories of people, places and businesses that 

had she been involved with from her early childhood. 
  

Founder member and Life President of the Society, Jeff Childs, recalls her 

delightful personality and sense of humour and Gwyn Smith recalls so many 

years of friendship. Malcolm Ranson knew Margaret before he joined the 

Society through their work connections and Elizabeth Morgan remembers that 

the contribution made even stretched to making the tea after our meetings at 

the Mackintosh! In later years, Margaret was an enthusiastic member of the 

Research Group and Malcolm would travel to pick her up in Llanishen, and to 

bring her to my home where the meetings were held. Ill health did not dim her 

enthusiasm. A message of sympathy has been sent to her family on behalf of 

all who knew her in our Society. 

Peter Gillard 

 

What follows is taken from ‘Written in Roath’, a volume of light verse written 

by Margaret Reeves and published by the Society in 2005. 
 

REMEMBER? 
 

I remember: 

 When buses ran down Queen Street 

 And trolley buses zinging on their wires, 

 The narrow pavements jammed with Christmas shoppers 

 (Go on, admit it, I remember trams) 
 

How many cinemas were there then in town? Empire, Olympia, 

 Odeon and Queens, Capitol, Park Hall, Pavilion, and 

 Central (The Bughouse, where we weren’t supposed to 

        go). 
 

Remember the Old Library? 

 Biggles and Enid Blyton; 

Romance; science fiction; poetry. It’s good to see 

 that poetry’s back home Now (just to prove we are 

 a cultured city) Why not fetch the books back in as 

        well.  
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DIAMOND JUBILEE FOR BRYNDERWEN CLOSE ! 1962-2022 

Michael Clemitson 

 
Brynderwen Close is a 16 house cul-de-sac off Cyncoed Road, which was 

built in 1962. 2022 is therefore its 'Diamond Jubilee' year, and RHLS member, 

Michael Clemitson, looks back over its history to date. 

 

EARLIER TIMES 

 

Prior to the 18th & 19th centuries, Cyncoed Road - albeit simply a track - was the 

main thoroughfare from Roath to Lisvane. The journey started up the 

Welshman’s Hill (now Penylan Hill), followed the ridgeway road (now Cyncoed 

or Ridge Wood Road), ran past Cefn Coed Farm, then on to Lisvane.1 

 

In the 1920s, there were few houses on Cyncoed Road north of its junction with 

Llanedeyrn Road, and the development on the eastern side concluded with 

the ‘Cardiff Corporation Waterworks’, whose pumping tower is still a 

noticeable landmark, next to Cyncoed Gardens. 

 

By the 1930s, Cyncoed was starting to become one of Cardiff's major private 

residential areas. Many large houses were built on both sides of the road as far 

as the present Cyncoed Village. All Saints Church had been established, and 

Woodland Crescent and Holmwood Close2 were built. Nearby, on the northern 

side of the entrance to the present Caer Cady Close, there was the Llwyn-y-

Grant Dairy3, an old farm which had an almost constant muddy yard which 

leaked water across Cyncoed Road into the fields below1. 

 

Houses were listed by name, rather than number. In 

the stretch between Holmwood Close and the 

present Caer Cady Close, now nos. 152-160, there 

were - Combemartin, Redrails, Trebryn, Crosslands, 

and Glasfryn.  Of these, only no. 158, by the bus stop, 

still retains its original name of `Redrails`. 

 

Where Brynderwen Close now stands, there was the 

thriving Cyncoed Lawn Tennis Club.  It had a pleasant 

wooded frontage, and consisted of three courts, a 

pavilion, and car parking. At the outbreak of war, the 

club was requisitioned by the War Office, and 

became part of an Anti-Aircraft (A-A) unit. There were four, later six, 

emplacements placed in an arc with a central command post, with most likely 

3.7” guns, and located in the area which is now Springwood.  
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BUILDING THE CLOSE 

 

House building resumed post-war. The 

Tennis Club did not re-form after the war, 

and was formally wound up in 1949. The 

site was relinquished by the War Office in 

1953 and a few years later the nearby 

farm had also closed and the area was 

allocated for housing. Brynderwen Close 

was planned from the outset as a 16 

house cul-de-sac, with plots originally 

numbered 1-16, clockwise from the 

present no. 1. Planning permission was granted in two stages - houses 1-8 in 

December 1961, and houses 9-16 in February 1962, with C. H. Palmers of Clifton 

Street as the builders. 

 

Properties were sold with an initial purchase price of around £4,800, with a 

supplement for optional extras, such as a coloured bathroom suite, a 

pantry/larder or rear porch. Sold as leasehold with a 99-year lease, most were 

subsequently converted to freehold through individual purchase of the 

leasehold.4  

 

TRACES OF FORMER USE 

 

Nothing remains of the former 

Tennis Club or the Anti-Aircraft 

(A-A) site. The Tennis Club 

Pavilion had been demolished 

by the end of the war, and Di 

Winterburn, who lived at 7 

Brynderwen Close from 1977 to 

2009, remembers helping her 

husband, the late Dr Peter 

Winterburn, break up the thick concrete base of the pavilion, which lay under 

their garden. 

 

Jane James, née Riches, who had lived in no. 9 from 1963, recalls playing in 

the derelict A-A site with its old Nissen huts, and gun emplacements, and 

Malcolm Jones, who has lived at no. 12 since 1967 and is the most longstanding 

resident in the Close, remembers roof tiles in nearby houses being loosened, 

when the emplacements were demolished some years later!  

 

THE PROFESSIONALS 

 

The Close was a popular choice for members of the professional classes, with 

at various stages three solicitors, two professors, two opticians, a bank 
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manager, a doctor, a surgeon, a Japanese factory manager, and three 

teachers/lecturers living there.  

 

Mentioning only some of them: 

 

Major Idris Maddocks, no. 8, 1962-1983 

Manager of the Wellfield Road branch of Barclays Bank, and instrumental in 

arranging an essential bridging loan for at least one household.  

 

Malcolm Jones and Dr Bryan Powell  

Both worked in education and had published textbooks in their respective 

specialisms.    

 

Malcolm Jones 

After he and his wife, Joan, a Geography teacher, retired from teaching, 

Malcolm continued for many years as Chief Examiner & Setter of A-level 

Mathematics papers for the Northern Universities Board, and as a Reviser of 

both O & A-level papers for the Welsh Joint Education Committee (WJEC). 

 

Dr Bryan Powell, no. 15, 1984-1992 

A senior lecturer, he had written ‘Intermediate Biology’ whilst at Trinity College, 

Dublin (with illustrations by his wife, Beti).  He became Director of the Open 

University in Wales, later retiring through ill health, and he received the OBE in 

the 1992 Birthday Honours for Services to Education. 

  

Stewart Greenberg, no. 14, 1975-1979, Sam & Sybil Phillips, no. 14, 1979-2006.   

Stewart was the owner of the chain of opticians of the same name. He was 

later followed at no. 14 by his in-laws. Prior to his retirement, Sam had run the 

ladies’ hairdressers in the concourse in Heath Hospital.  

 

John Hoskins, no. 3, 1981-2001 

He had been a senior civil servant in the Ministry of Food & Fisheries (MAFF), 

and had been Director of Farm Safety in Wales, based at Aberystwyth, and 

later Deputy Director of Safety for England, based in London, before re-

locating to Cardiff on retirement.  Amongst other things his work had involved 

working closely with the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Agriculture 

Fisheries & Food for any MAFF-related legislation being considered. 
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Gwyn Jones, no. 4, 1962-1979 

Gwyn Jones was probably the most well-known resident, 

however.  A Professor of English at University College, 

Cardiff, he was also a prolific author, publishing many 

books on Welsh Legends and Folk-Tales, and on Norse 

history and the Vikings. In 1963 he was awarded the 

Knight's Cross of the Order of the Falcon by the President 

of Iceland. He was appointed CBE in the 1965 New Year 

Honours in recognition of his chairmanship of the Welsh 

Arts Council.  He subsequently relocated to Aberystwyth, 

and passed away in 1999. 

 

LEGAL EXPERTISE 

 

Houses on Cyncoed Road had become ‘numbered’ post-war, with the houses 

in the stretch between Caer Cady Close and just the other side of Brynderwen 

Close, 162-176, being built in the late 1950s (there is no 174).  

 

180 Cyncoed Road was built in 1973 on the plot which had originally been the 

access track to the Anti-Aircraft site in the area behind. John Riches, who lived 

at no. 9, 1962 to 1999, a solicitor, and for many years also churchwarden at All 

Saints Cyncoed, was a friend of the incoming owner of 180 Cyncoed Road, 

David Herbert, a builder. On learning that David did not want a long garden, 

John was able to negotiate the demise of the unwanted land to the 

occupants of 3-9 Brynderwen Close, with which to extend their gardens.  

 

THE ORIGINS OF THE NAME 

 

To understand where the name Brynderwen 

(meaning Oak Hill in Welsh) comes from, we 

need to look at the history of the Williams 

family, who were the original landowners of 

much of the land on the eastern side of 

Cyncoed Road, as part of the Roath & 

Penylan Estate5. 

 

The head of the family, Charles Crofts Williams 

(1798-1860), was an active personality in the 

municipal affairs of Cardiff, becoming mayor 

on no less than five occasions. He lived at Roath Court (now Summers Funeral 

Home) and was buried in the family vault which still stands in the churchyard 

of St Margaret’s, Roath, where he had been a churchwarden for many years.  

 

In 1913, the ownership of the estate passed to Charles Crofts Llewellyn Williams 

(1894-1952), often known as the ‘Squire of Llanrumney’. In 1921 he had 

donated the land for All Saint’s Church on Cyncoed Road, and around the 

same time, when the Cyncoed Lawn Tennis Club was being considered, he 
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was able to make a suitable plot of land available for its use, too. He lived in 

Llanrumney Hall, and on its compulsory purchase by Cardiff in 1951, re-located 

to Caercady House in Welsh St Donats, Cowbridge, where he died in 1952. 

Caer Cady Close, adjacent to Brynderwen Close, which was shortly to be built, 

was named in his memory. 

 

On his death, the estate 

passed to his sister, Violet 

(1896-1976), wife of Major 

Evan John Carne David, a 

distant relative (3rd 

cousin) of the Williams 

family, who lived at 

Brynderwen, a house on 

Fairwater Road in 

Llandaff. Brynderwen, 

built in 1878 and designed 

by John Pritchard, architect to the Diocese of Llandaff6, was where the original 

leaseholds for Brynderwen Close were created, and many deeds for the 

present houses bear the signatures of Violet David, and as witness, her 

daughter Ann, ‘Spinster, Brynderwen, Llandaff’, Evan David died in 1982, and 

despite local opposition, Brynderwen, was demolished shortly afterwards; 

Hardwicke Court now stands on the site. 

 

ON THE BORDER 

 

At various stages, Brynderwen Close was on the border (or crossed the 

border…) of some boundary or other. In mediaeval times, Cyncoed Road was 

the boundary between the monastic estate of Keynsham Abbey on the 

eastern side of the road, and land belonging to the manor of Llystalybont, later 

held by Lord Tredegar, on the western side1.  

 

In the 1960s, the boundary between Cardiff City Borough and the County of 

Glamorgan ran along the back gardens of the houses on the eastern side of 

Cyncoed Road.  So when the Close was being built, it meant that “half” the 

Close was in Cardiff, and half in Glamorgan. Jane James recalled that at that 

stage the boundary ran through their living room in no.9. This almost certainly 

explains why planning permission was granted in two stages in 1961/62 for nos. 

1-8 and then nos. 9-16. 

 

For many years this also affected the polling arrangements in Penylan Ward, 

with 1-8 being located in one Polling District in Cardiff North, and 9-16 in 

another. This was rationalised in 1983 with the creation of the Cyncoed Ward 

in Cardiff Central, following the 1982 Boundary Commission review. 
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Cyncoed Road also served briefly in the 1970s as the boundary for the 

catchment area of Cardiff High School, with one family in the Close then 

having 2 children in Cardiff High School, and 1 in Llanedeyrn High School! 

 

Cyncoed Road remains the boundary between the dioceses of Llandaff and 

Monmouth to this day…  

 

POSTCODES 

 

Postcodes were introduced nationally in 1967, with Brynderwen Close initially 

allocated as CF2 6BR, changing in 1999 to CF23 6BR, as the postcode scheme 

expanded. 

 

Does the final BR in CF23 6BR stand for BRynderwen Close? The answer is 

“probably not”, as the codes run in partial sequence, running along Cyncoed 

Road: 

152-176    CF23 6BP 

178-204    CF23 6BQ 

Brynderwen Close  CF23 6BR 

Caer Cady Close  CF23 6BS  

 

BROADBAND 

 

Like many new estates in the 1960s there 

was an absence of telegraph poles, with 

telephone distribution wiring being entirely 

underground, and fed from the large 

green cabinet at the junction of Cefn 

Coed Road and Cefn Coed Road 

Avenue.   

 

This was updated in 2017, when a new 

cabinet was installed at the bottom of the 

Close, with a direct optical fibre feed to 

the telephone exchange in Three Arches Avenue, thus bringing ‘fibre to the 

cabinet’ (FTTC) broadband service to Brynderwen Close. 

 

FILMING IN THE CLOSE 

 

Television cameras arrived in November 2017, and the following year, as filming 

took place for 'Warren', a 6-episode comedy series about the life and times of 

Warren Thompson, a driving instructor, played by Martin Clunes, and produced 

by Hat Trick Productions for the BBC, where it aired in 2019.  
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Cyncoed Road was lined with large trailers full of generators and other 

accessories. Floodlighting was installed in the Close for night-time scenes, and 

replacement doors & window blinds in some houses for exterior shots. Very 

disruptive, but very exciting, though sadly the series did not receive good 

reviews.  

 

COMMUNITY SPIRIT 

 

From the outset there has been a strong sense of community within the Close. 

Until the recent COVID-19 pandemic, housewives often met weekly for coffee, 

with regular invitations to neighbours for pre-Christmas mince pies and drinks. 

Since ‘lockdown’ at the start of 2020, a “WhatsApp” group has been created 

for the Close to disseminate important news, and other snippets, such as 

revised times of bin collections, as 

they occur. And as new families 

have moved in, it has been 

pleasant to again see children 

playing contentedly in the street. 

 

Many remember the ‘big snow’ in 

January 1982, when the Close was 

isolated for several days, and 

Cyncoed Road impassable. Thanks 

were owed to several of the 

householders in the Close who 
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trekked down Penylan Hill, and returned 

with supplies of milk, transported by 

sledge! 

 

The Queen’s Jubilees of 1977 and 2002 

were celebrated too, with bunting 

strung between lamp posts, cake 

making competitions, and in 2002 

(pictured below) an orchestra playing in 

no. 8. In 2020, the 75th anniversary of VE 

Day was celebrated, but with ‘social 

distancing’, because of the pandemic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUBILEE 

 

This year, Queen Elizabeth II has become 

the first British Monarch to celebrate 70 

years on the throne, 1952-2022. 

 

To celebrate this Platinum Jubilee, events 

and initiatives will take place throughout 

the year, culminating in a four day UK 

bank holiday weekend from Thursday, 2nd 

to Sunday, 5th June. We are advised that the bank holiday will provide an 
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opportunity for communities and people throughout the United Kingdom to 

come together to celebrate the historic milestone.  

 

In the same year, Brynderwen Close has its Diamond Jubilee, 1962-2022 ! So 

here’s to the next 60 years…  

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

With immense thanks to the many residents and former residents and their 

contacts, who were able to fill in the blanks on who had lived here in earlier 

years, and their recollections; the staff of Cathays Library for ready access to 

their lovely supply of old Street Directories and Electoral Rolls;  Jonathan Berry 

of CADW for details of the A-A site; and last but not least, Jeff Childs and Ted 

Richards of the Roath Local History Society for the background of the Williams 

family. 

 

Extract from the 1959 OS Map by kind permission of Ordnance Survey. 

 

 

Michael Clemitson is a member of RLHS. He and his wife, Dorothy, moved to 

Cardiff in 1980, where he worked until 2008 for BT as a Project Manager. 

 

 
1. The History of All Saint’s Cyncoed, Len Syer, 1991 

2. Re-named Holmwood Close in 1979/1980, and shown as Holmwood 

Terrace on older maps & references 

3. Shown as Pentarw on OS maps, and in the 1950s listed as a Small Holding. 

4. A provision of the 1967 Leasehold Reform Act. 

5. Purchased in 1835 from the Corporation of Cardiff, from the land that 

had been allotted to the Borough under the Heath Enclosure Award of 

1801.  

6. Lost Houses of Cardiff, Matthew Williams, 2020 

 

© Michael Clemitson 2022  
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THE HISTORY OF CARDIFF 

-PART SIX- 

Deanne Pickstone 

 

In 1875, Canton, Cathays, Grangetown, Penylan, and Roath were 

incorporated into Cardiff, followed by Llanedeyrn in 1889. By this 

time there was a huge demand for housing and between 1881 and 

1902 some 20,000 houses were built in these areas, except 

Llanedeyrn. 

 

Canton existed before the coming of the Normans. Its Manor and 

Mills at the junction of Atlas and Leckwith Roads were owned by 

the Bishops of Llandaff. In 1818 these properties were sold to Sir 

Samuel Romilly, hence Romilly Road and survived until the 

beginning of 20th Century. Canton has many churches and 

chapels, but St John's, opened in 1871, has a chapel dedicated to 

St Canna; hence the district of Pontcanna. The large and imposing 

properties in Cathedral Road epitomise the immense wealth 

acquired in Cardiff during Victorian times. In the 1890s there were 

over 1,000 Jews in Cardiff and the imposing Synagogue was built in 

the road. 

 

Canton had many famous residents: the Sculptor, Sir William 

Goscombe John, who created the statue of Lord Tredegar on his 

horse Sir Briggs outside our City Hall; Sir John Ballinger, who made 

the old Cardiff Library one of the finest in the country; the author, 

Howard Spring; Ivor Novello, who was born on Cowbridge Road; 

and the Footballer, John Toshak. In 1888 the Cartwright family sold 

Canton and Ely Commons to the Council for recreational purposes. 

Cardiff City Football Club is on the site of old Canton Common. In 

1927 the club won the ultimate prize, the FA Cup. 

  

Victoria Park was built on the former Ely Common. “Billie the Seal” 

was brought to Cardiff in 1912 on a fishing trawler. We have a 

photograph of Archie Ashton feeding Billie the Seal during WWI, 

watched by a large crowd. Cardiff Folk Singer Frank Hennessey 

immortalised Billie with his famous song “Billie the Seal”. 
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The bombed site of the old Canton High School is now converted 

into the Chapter Centre with its cinema, many activities and its 

popular café. The Canton shopping area is still extremely popular.  

 

Grangetown owes its name to the medieval Moor Grange Farm. 

The 800-year-old farmhouse is still there in Clive Street. Many of its 

population worked in the docks area and in 1890 the first Clarence 

Road Bridge opened linking the docks and Grangetown areas. 

One of the most famous firms in Cardiff was Turners. They built many 

houses and shops as well as churches and schools around Cardiff. 

It was this firm which built Cardiff's magnificent City Hall and its Law 

Courts in 1905. On land donated by the Butes, there is Grange 

Gardens and Sevenoaks Park in Sloper Rd. The area known as The 

Marl had its famous baseball team Grange Albion, who during WWII 

were challenged by and beat the crew of an American Warship. 

Grangetown, like Canton, has changed little, except for the new 

modern housing and retail developments on Windsor Quay. 

 

Roath today is a large Victorian residential area, with its churches, 

chapels and schools. Its main shopping and café areas are City, 

Albany and WellfieId Roads. Roath Recreational Ground and Roath 

Pleasure Gardens were created. Ninian Road and its adjacent 

streets reflect prosperous times. Today some larger houses have 

been turned into flats, though a number remain in individual hands. 

Fairoak Road is named after the “Fairoak” tree which stood by the 

stream at the end of the Pleasure Gardens, near to the gate in Ty 

Draw Road. The latter was named after Ti Draw Farm, while the Fair 

Oak itself was replaced a few years ago, but part of the old tree is 

by a memorial plaque. 

 

One well known Roath building is the Mackintosh Institute. Formerly 

Roath Castle, the home of the Mackintosh family, it was originally 

called Plasnewydd House. In the 19th century many houses were 

built and the street names in the Roath area reflect this family. The 

origins of Mackintosh Place and Inverness Place are clear, while 

Arabella, Diana, Donald and Byron Streets are named after their 

children. City Road has had three names. Firstly it was called Plucca 

Lane and John Bachelor lived there in Talworth House in the 1830s. 

Next it became Castle Road, after Roath Castle. However, in 1905, 
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it was renamed City Road to avoid confusion with the newly named 

Castle Street. 

 

Penylan was originally part of Roath Parish. Until the beginning of 

the 20th Century, it was a rural area. Penylan Farm in Ty Gwyn Road 

became part of the Convent of the Good Shepherd built by the 

Marquess of Bute for "Fallen Women". For many years it operated as 

a laundry until the present St David's College was built on the site. 

Ty Gwyn Farm, after which the elegant road, avenue and crescent 

are named, was used by the Army in WWII. Demolished, its lands 

now form part of one of Cardiff's University’s Halls of Residence. 

Birchwood Road is named after Birchwood Grange, which now 

also forms part of the Halls of Residence. The house and its extensive 

grounds were the home of Sir Charles Jackson, one time editor of 

the News of World paper. The Potato Merchant William Young lived 

in Oldwell, so named after the ancient Wishing Well sited there. For 

centuries Penylan Fair was held annually nearby on Easter Monday. 

Now the house is called Redwell. 

 

Daniel Thomas, a Public Works engineer, built the mansion 

Bronwydd. It was bulldozed in 1970 to make way for the Eastern 

Avenue. Today we have the individual properties in Bronwydd 

Avenue. The home of the Surgeon Dr John Lynn Thomas was called 

Greenlawns. Today, a delightful residential road occupies part of its 

former grounds. Dr Thomas was also responsible for erecting the 

cromlech outside of the former Prince of Wales Hospital on the 

corner of West Grove and the Walk in Tredegarville. Llwyn Y Grant 

Road is named after a legend. It is said a Dragon menaced the 

land of Sir Ralph Maelog. An English adventurer, Sir Gwrgy Grant 

slew the dragon. Sir Ralph gave him the hand of one of his 

daughters, a co-heiress, hence the name Llwyn-Y-Grant. The 

Edward Nichol Horne for Orphans in Waterloo Road was opened in 

1922. The 3 acre site was donated by Lord Tredegar, while Sir 

Edward Nichol paid for the building, which cost some, £21,000. 

Today it is' a residential area called The Edward Nichol Estate. 

 

In 1882 Cardiff held the first National Eisteddfod. In 1883 the elegant 

Angel Hotel facing the Castle was opened. It was built on the site 

of the old Coaching Inn, the Cardiff Arms Hotel which had been 

demolished in 1878. The original Angel Hotel dated from 1666. 
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The area known as Howard Gardens, off Newport Road, was 

named after Gwendolen Howard, the wife of the 3rd Marquess. On 

land he donated in 1884, Cardiff's first municipal secondary school, 

"Howard Gardens", was opened. The Welsh chapel, Eglwys Dewi 

Sant, was built nearby in 1899. Both buildings were destroyed by 

bombing in 1941. Its park was overlooked by large Victorian Gothic 

houses which are still there today, but the park has now sadly and 

short-sightedly been lost to development. 

 

In 1886 the Coal and Shipping Exchange was built in Mountstuart 

Square at a cost of £40,000. At that time, there were 90 Ship Owners 

in Cardiff. One famous event was when the first £1,000,000 cheque 

was signed by the French Navy for Welsh coal at the Exchange.  

 

In 1889/90 there was an Influenza Outbreak, and without modern 

medicine many people died. In 1891, the Dowlais Steel Works was 

created in Splott. Although there was an abundance of coal 

supplies, iron ore by then had to be imported via Cardiff Docks. It 

was economically better to re-site the steelworks. Until that time, 

Splott and Tremorfa remained rural. There were only three farms, 

Pengam, Higher and Lower Splott. Commercial and Industrial 

enterprises were created on East Moors. The population followed 

and the new residential areas were built. In 1901 Lord Tredegar 

presented Splott Park with its bandstand, bowling greens, cricket 

and football pitches to Cardiff Corporation. Shirley Bassey attended 

Moorland Road School. 

 

The 1890s saw more important buildings in Cardiff. The old Post 

Office opened in Westgate Street, the Coal Exchange in 

Mountstuart Square, now a hotel, and the imposing buildings of 

banks and shipping companies. Perhaps the most impressive 

building is the terracotta Pierhead, the office of the Bute Docks 

Company. Pomeroy Street was named after its first harbour master.  

 

In 1892 the present-day Cardiff Market built by Solomon Andrews; it 

was often called Solomon's Temple. His original market building had 

been opened in 1884 but was destroyed by a fire in 1885. At its Trinity 

Street entrance, with its wrought iron grille showing the Cardiff Coat 

of Arms, an area was reserved for its principal tenants, Ashton's 

Fishmongers, who had a stall in the old market. E. Ashton stands for 
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Elizabeth Ashton, my Great Grandmother. A remarkable 

businesswoman, she came to Cardiff in 1863 with her husband 

Roger Ashton. Their first business was on the corner of Guildhall 

Place with St Mary Street. I have a photograph of this business. The 

business was sold in 1976, but new owners retained its name as 

Ashtons was well known and respected in Cardiff. I also have a 

photograph of my eldest son Simon, Elizabeth and Roger Ashton's 

Great Great Grandson, outside the Trinity Street market entrance.  

 

In 1896, the Cardiff Exhibition was held in Cathays Park, Cathays 

House having been demolished previously. The grounds, some 59 

acres, ran from Corbett Road to Greyfriars Road and from North 

Road to Park Place. It was a showcase to promote Cardiff. I have a 

glass tumbler engraved with “Cardiff Exhibition 1896" Joseph Hart. 

He was the brother of my Grandmother Emily Bowhey née Hart, and 

he was one of my godfathers. 

 

Continued in July’s Edition. 
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GET IN TOUCH 
 

 
 

For general society enquiries, newsletter submissions and to request 

loans from the R.L.H.S. Archive, contact: 

Geraint at Denison-Kurg@outlook.com or on (029) 2048 8358. 

 

For membership or events and programming enquiries, contact: 

Elizabeth at RoathHistory@gmail.com or on (029) 2048 2658. 

 

For website enquiries, contact: 

Ted at RoathHistoryWebsite@gmail.com. 
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