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EDITOR’S WELCOME 
 

 

 

I am sure we have all been following the events in Ukraine with great interest and 

compassion. Historians such as ourselves are perhaps better placed than most to 

understand the significance of Vladimir Putin’s rhetoric and spurious historical 

assertions. His arguments recall with vividity those put forth to justify the invasion of 

Czechoslovakia in 1938, or the supression of the Hungarian Uprising in 1956, and history 

does much to elucidate the present conflict. 

 

Turning  to more pleasant considerations, the society had a busy and productive 

month in February. We have continued to increase our involvement in the local 

community, most recently helping students at Adamsdown Primary to research the 

history of their school; this month, representatives from the society are also meeting 

with the Whitchurch Library heritage group, the outcomes of which will hopefully find 

their way into our 2022/23 programme. 

 

Lecture-wise, having been treated to Barry Davies’ excellent and engaging talk on 

the ancient genealogy of the Herberts in our February meeting, this month we jump 

to the rather more recent history of the aerodrome at Pengam, recalled today in the 

street names and path layouts surrounding Tremorfa Park. We will be continuuing to 

Zoom our talks for those unable to attend in person; so, I look forward to seeing you, 

either in person or virtually, there! 

Best wishes for Springtime, 

 
Geraint Denison-Kurg 

Honorary Secretary  
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
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GET INVOLVED! 

 

WELSH RUGBY 

Gareth Brown 

 

The Cardiff Rugby Heritage Group has approached the society to 

ask for help in the creation of a series of walking tours relating to the 

history of rugby in Cardiff. If any members would like to be involved 

in this project, or have anything to contribute, please contact 

Geraint at Denison-kurg@outlook.com so he can put you in touch 

with Gareth, our chair, who is the liaison for the project. 

 

 

CADW LOCAL STORIES 

Owen Evans 

 

Cadw is currently running a project called 15-minute heritage, 

which comprises a series of short walks based on local history. 

Details of the project, and examples of walks, can be found at 

https://cadw.gov.wales/learn/15-minute-heritage/local-stories. If 

any member of the society would like to get involved, please 

contact Owen, who is based at Caerphilly Castle, on 

Owen.Evans2@gov.wales or (029) 2088 3143. 

 

 

OTHER ROATH SOCIETIES 

Geraint Denison-Kurg 

 

There are many other local groups currently active in Roath. With 

the weather improving, members may wish to consider signing up 

for the Friends of Penylan’s Gardens, who hold volunteering days in 

Waterloo, Roath Mil and Roath Brook Gardens. If you would like to 

be added to the mailing list, please e-mail 

FriendsofPenylansGardens@outlook.com. Alternatively, those with 

an interest in preserving the area’s heritage and built environment 

can e-mail RoathMillGardens@outlook.com to join the mailing list 

for Roath Mill Gardens Conservation Society, which covers the 

heart of historic Roath. 

  

mailto:Denison-kurg@outlook.com
https://cadw.gov.wales/learn/15-minute-heritage/local-stories
mailto:Owen.Evans2@gov.wales
mailto:FriendsofPenylansGardens@outlook.com
mailto:RoathMillGardens@outlook.com
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MEET YOUR COMMITTEE 

 

TED RICHARDS - WEBSITE MANAGER 

 

I returned to my hometown of Cardiff 

about six years ago having lived away 

for the previous forty years.  On looking 

around the internet for things I may like 

to do I came across a forthcoming 

meeting of the Roath Local History 

Society at the Mackintosh.   I went along 

and despite being asked to wait outside 

for 20 minutes till the AGM was finished 

my patience was rewarded with a 

whole new interest in life - local history 

research. 

 

I'm both a chemist and toxicologist by 

training and spent most of my working 

career in regulatory affairs in an 

international setting.  So why has a 

scientist like myself found local history research so rewarding?  Well, 

I've discovered the skills required are surprisingly quite similar; an 

enquiring mind, dogged determination and finding another route 

to the answer when your first is blocked. I've also always said being 

able to Google better than your boss is a good skill to have 

regarding career advancement.  That said I realise I'm never going 

to be a Jeff Childs (who wrote our books on Roath History), I'm 

merely dabbling. 

 

When the Society was looking for a new Chairman I stepped up to 

the plate for three years, the second half of which was strange in 

that it was overshadowed by the pandemic.  I have now stepped 

back and am fulfilling a role I am much more comfortable in, that 

of Website Manager.  Again, I don't claim to be an IT guru but with 

a bit of advice from a friend at the start I've managed to develop 

our website that both advertises our Society, is a home for some of 

our Society's digitised material and that people find interesting.  

We've also embraced social media with a Twitter and Instagram 
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account but have so far steered clear of Facebook as other Cardiff 

pages are generous in allowing us to make posts on their pages.  

 

So, what else makes Ted tick?  Well, you may get a better handle 

on me if I told you I was probably at my most happiest either alone 

at the top of a mountain or hunched over a laptop in the wee small 

hours of the morning making a genealogical discovery.  Regarding 

genealogy, I'm three quarters North Walian, a quarter West Walian 

and a quarter Cockney, the later seemingly being in turn a mix of 

Irish, Scottish and French Huguenot.  

 

Exploring the outdoors plays a big part in my life, as does setting 

myself challenges.  I spent 20 years-worth of annual holidays 

walking the entire coastline of England and Wales, 3500 miles in 

total.  I then climbed the 442 mountains of England and Wales and 

visited all 52 European Capital Cities and had a pint of Guinness in 

each.  My most recent project is the Armchair Travel Challenge in 

which I 'virtually' travel the world, spending a month in each 

country, cooking the food, reading the literature, watching a film 

and hopefully even meeting someone in Cardiff from that country.  

That reminds me.  Does anyone here know anyone from Burkino 

Faso?  

 

The other members of Team Richards are my awesome wife, 

Margaret, and faithful collie, Shadow.  
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JEFF CHILDS: A SHORT BIOGRAPHY 

 

Honourary Life President, Jeff Childs, was recently featured in an 

article in the Local History News, to which the society is a subscriber. 

What follows is a reproduction from the British Association for Local 

History’s Local History News, Number 142 (Winter 2022): 

 

  



10 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF NELLIE ASHER, SOPRANO VOCALIST 

Carole Underwood 

 
Nellie was a Soprano Vocalist of the 

London Promenade Concerts. Theresa 

Helen Asher, born 3 November 1871. The 

youngest child of the family was to be 

known to all as Nellie. Nellie’s father was 

James, born 1837 in Trowbridge, Wiltshire. 

Nellie’s mother was Charlotte (née 

Bevan), born October 1839 in Newport, 

Monmouthshire. Charlotte’s father 

Thomas was 38 and mother, Ann was 36. 

Charlotte and Thomas in 1841, living at 

Queens Parade, St Woolos. 

Monmouthshire. In 1851, Charlotte is 

recorded as daughter, living at Ship 

Street, St Woolos, Monmouthshire. 

 

1861, it is here where we see a change in 

Charlotte Bevan’s life. 23, Stuart Street, 

Cardiff is where she is employed as a 

servant. Stuart Street was and still is a 

major thoroughfare. The road runs from 

the Windsor public house past the car 

park to the Mount Stuart School.  

 

A person can understand the reason for 

the move to Cardiff. Ease of 

transportation, the improving links began with canals, moving on to trains with 

the Taff Vale railway in 1840 which had been transporting iron, taken over with 

the transportation of coal. The growth of the coal industry was vast. The need 

to handle the coal exports was vital to investors therefore five docks were built 

in Cardiff between 1839 and 1907. 

 

Charlotte and James are married in June 1861 in Cardiff. One would think after 

four children, with James being self employed as a Baker and Confectioner in 

5, St Johns Street, in the year Nellie was born, all would be well for a young 

family in an expanding town.  

 

The Post Office Directory of 1868 records that James Asher is baking in St John’s 

Street. A point of interest is that a George Asher is a baker at 17, Tredegar 

Street. 

 

In 1871 James is still working at the bakery and shop. James Asher though dies 

aged 37 years, on the 21 March 1874. Charlotte is left to come to terms with 
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her situation. Charlotte with four daughters, no husband to help support and 

provide for them. Charlotte though has not only to cope with everyday life, but 

how and where James died. 

 

James Asher died, at the County Asylum at Angleton Bridgend, 

Glamorganshire in 1874. The asylum was one of the first of its kind in Glamorgan. 

It was The County Asylum Act of 1845 that laid out the agenda and the 

treatment of patients. It appears there was no real care provided for patients, 

usually people may have been placed in the workhouses, cared for at home 

or in the Parish poor house. 

 

James’ Entry of Death records General Paralysis and he was 36 years of age 

and on the 24th of March 1874. James was interred in the Parish St John the 

Baptist Church Cardiff on the 28th of March 1874. If I have read the signature 

correctly by Howell, Vicar. 

 

 
James Asher’s death certificate 

 

Angleton by this time was expanding and taking in various medical cases, it 

was a precursor to our Whitchurch Hospital in Cardiff. The expansion of Cardiff 

saw a rise in population and that there may be a need for a facility here. It was 

to take ten years to build the hospital and it opened in 1908 and closed 2016. 

 

1881 Census shows us that Charlotte and four daughters are now living at 44, 

Longcross Street, the street today runs west to east and lies parallel behind the 

Royal Infirmary. Mother Charlotte Asher, widow, 41 years of age, employed as 

a Confectioner. 

 

Nellie has three siblings, Annie is 18 employed as a Milliner, Louie is 16, a Scholar, 

Florence, registered as Florie, 12, Scholar, Nellie 9, Scholar. Another person 

shares the household, a Lodger, Henrick Schluk an unmarried 23-year-old, Civil 

Engineer. 
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44, Longcross Street, Cardiff 

 

 
Longcross Street, looking west to Glossop Road 

 

1883 Charlotte marries William Richard Lovey Nicholls Becket Dunn in Cardiff.  

 

The 1891 Census reveals that life for Charlotte, (Nellie’s mother), had moved 

on and was now residing at 43, Glenroy Street Roath, Charlotte is 51, wife, 

married and has become Mrs Dunn and is living with Annie Asher her eldest 

daughter aged 27, who is a Drapers assistant. At this time, we find Florence M. 

Dunn aged 22 years.  
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43, Glenroy Street, Cardiff 

 

It seems that Mr Dunn has taken the ladies under his wing. Who is Mr Dunn and 

where does he come from? 

 

Mr William Richard Lovey Nicholls Beckett Dunn in1881 is residing in the Cardiff 

Castle Inn, age 39, widower, who was born in Lisworney. Mr Dunn is a Draper 

and is accompanied by his sister Anne Whitaker, aged 36 and her husband 

David Whitaker, aged 40, who is an Engineer. 

 

Nellie though isn’t in Cardiff, Nellie on April 5th, 1891, is residing at Cefn-llys, 

Radnorshire. Nellie is a student of music.  

 

1893 11th of March, Nellie departed from New York and Port of arrival was 

Liverpool, she isn’t alone the passenger list shows, Hector L. Pride, age 32 years, 

William Johnstone, age 22 years, Alice L Farlane, Nellie Asher, 21 years. The 

reason for travelling was as Professional singers. The group travel in second 

class accommodation. The ship was the Etruria 1884–1909. South Wales Daily 

News, Issue: Saturday 5th December 1896, page,1, reveals that, Miss Nellie 

Asher is prepared to receive engagements for Oratorio, Ballad concerts. 

People who may have wanted to apply had to contact her “For terms” at 53 

Keppoch Street, Cardiff. 

 

Nellie had studied with Madame Clara Novello Davies in Cardiff and went on 

to study with the close associate of Madame Clara Novello, William 

Shakespeare Esq., in London and studied at the Royal Academy. 

 

The Welsh Ladies Choir, under Madame Clara Novello Davies (1861-1943), who 

was mother to Ivor Novello Davies, stage, and screen star. The choir was 

formed in 1883 and had approximately seventy pupils. 
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Madame Clara Novello Davies 

 

Nellie sang at the London Promenade Concerts. A winner of the Soprano Solo 

at Brecon National Eisteddfod. 

 

1897   Nellie is now 25 years old, marries Albert Henry Perkins in Cardiff in April. 

Albert was a Penarth boy, born May 1870. Albert’s parents were John aged 38 

and his mother was Mary aged 39. The following year, Nellie gives birth to, 

Marjorie Helen Asher Perkins on 23 January 1898, Cardiff. The family is living at 

34, Bangor Street. Nellie is a teacher of singing and music. Nellie has another 

daughter, Lynda Mary Asher Perkins birth 5th December 1906, Cardiff. Their next 

residence is in 46, Marlborough Road, in 1911. Sadly, Albert dies in 1911.  

 

 
Bangor Street, Cardiff 
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Now let us go back to Census of 1901, abiding in 102, Albany Road is, William 

Dunn, head of the household, 71 years, a Temperance ‘Preacher’ Advocate, 

on his own account, born at Marylebone, London. Charlotte, 61, born 

Newport. Laura Buckler is 36, her son James is 14 years, both born in Cardiff.  

 

Nellie has a respite of sorts until her mother dies in 1924, Charlotte of Angus 

Street, Probate to Charlotte Ann Herne, wife of Henry James Herne. Nellie is 

also recorded as living at 6 Angus Street. The Cardiff Directory, page 566, Mrs 

Charlotte Dunn. 

 

WWII saw Angus Street suffer terrible bomb damage. The home they lived in 

was destroyed and rebuilt in red brick. Nothing they would have known as 

home was left. Yet it is still a reminder to us all how quick a life can be changed.  

 

Nellies’ life changed time and time again and hopefully happily. 

 

Theresa Helen Asher was her birth name, Nellie Asher was her professional 

name and, Nellie Perkins was her married name.  

 

Nellie died in the county of Berkhamsted in June 1971, aged 99, a few months 

before her 100th birthday.  

 

 
Bomb damage in Albany Road and Angus Street, looking from the corner of 

Albany Road into Angus Street. This is where Sainsburys supermarket is now 

located 
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Angus Street, Cardiff with houses rebuilt in red brick 

 

Nellie’s husband’s, family history 

 

1871 2nd April, infant Albert (1870-1912), is living at John Street, Penarth. Father 

John of John Street was a Coal Weigher. 

1881 3rd April, on moving to Cardiff the family are living at 28 Comet Street, 

Roath, Cardiff.  

1891 5TH April, John Perkins dies aged 59. John had been born in 1832 in Old 

Cleeve, Somerset. John had married Mary in 1853. 

1891 Mary now a widow moves to 53 Keppoch Street, Roath, Cardiff. 

Charlotte is recorded as Mrs Charlotte Dunn, in the 1924 Cardiff Street 

Directory, page 566. 

 

NOTE: The movement of people from house to another house, to another, 

surprises me. On the other hand, they kept to a close vicinity and family. Work, 

business, opportunity. 

 

NOTE: The Glanrhyd Hospital came first then, the Angleton Lunatic Asylum was 

built in 1864 became known as Parc Gwyllt Asylum in Bridgend. The asylum was 

managed by a committee of visitors which had been appointed by the 

Quarter Sessions.  Yet there were articles stating that persons responsible for 

attending in an official capacity had not visited for some time. 

 

Carole Underwood is the society’s Research Co-ordinator. 
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THE HISTORY OF CARDIFF 

-PART THREE- 

Deanne Pickstone 
 

Due to Hugh Despenser and his father, Edward's influence on the 

weak King Edward II, in 1321 Cardiff Castle was besieged by the 

neighbouring Marcher Lords. It was said that in effect the 

Despensers were ruling the country. King Edward banished the 

family. Father and son fled but were captured. Hugh Despenser 

was hanged at Hereford in 1326 for the murder of Lewellyn Bren, 

while his father was hanged at Bristol without a trial. Later King 

Edward II was taken to Berkley Castle and in 1327 was murdered 

there.  

 

In 1331 Cardiff’s first town Hall was built in High Street. It had a 

market hall under which was the town's prison. The Charter of 1340 

allowed tradesmen to set up Guilds. They first met in Shoemaker's 

Street which later became Duke Street, named after the 

imprisoned Duke of Normandy.  

 

In 1337 Hugh Despenser's wife died and the Lordship passed to 

their son, Hugh Despenser II.  

 

The first outbreak of Black Death came to Cardiff in 1348, and the 

town population was severely depleted. When he died in 1375 his 

two-year-old nephew Edward succeeded him. Edward died in 

1400 leaving two children Richard and Isobel, both minors.  

 

In 1400 a border dispute between Owain Glyndwr and Reginald 

de Grey. The king supported de Grey and this led to a rebellion. 

Glyndwr was a charismatic and strong leader and Welshmen with 

their various grievances flocked to support h him. In 1403 he 

entered Glamorgan. At Llandaff, the Bishop's and the 

Archdeacon's castles were completely destroyed, but the 

cathedral was spared. In Cardiff his forces entered through the 

West Gate and destroyed the town walls. Stone buildings and 

Burgages were destroyed. The Blackfriars monastery was burnt 

down while the churches of St Mary's and St John's were badly 

damaged. Only the Greyfriars monastery was left untouched, as 

they had buried Llewellyn Bren. By 1404 Glyndwr virtually ruled 

Wales and even called a Parliament at Machynlleth. However, he 
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was defeated at Pwll Melin near Usk. For a further three years he 

continued the struggle in North Wales. His supporters never 

betrayed him, and he never accepted the Pardon offered by 

Henry V; he died in obscurity. Such was the devastation, some 90 

years later a Levy was imposed on Traders to pay for the repair of 

Cardiff's town walls, while the Town Burgesses paid for the 

rebuilding of St John's church.  

 

The last of the Despensers, Richard, died in 1414. Today we have 

Despenser Street and Gardens.  

 

Richard's sister Isobel at age eleven years was married to Richard 

Beauchamp, but he died eight years later. A year later she 

married the earl of Warwick also named Richard Beauchamp. 

With the prospect of peace in Glamorgan, the Beauchamp family 

erected many new buildings inside the grounds of the castle 

including tile Octagon Tower and the Shire Hall. The earl of 

Warwick died in 1439 and his son Henry inherited. In 1445 he died 

and the Beauchamp line ended. Today we have Beauchamp 

Street.  

 

The Lordship now passed to Ann Beauchamp, Richard's sister, who 

had married to Richard Neville, who was killed in 1471. However, 

their daughter, also named Ann, married Richard Duke of 

Gloucester (later King Richard Ill) in 1472, and he succeeded to 

the Lordship of Cardiff.  

 

In 1474 James Tyrell was appointed as Sheriff of Glamorgan by 

Richard Neville. Later Tyrell was suspected of murdering the two 

Princes in the tower. Later, as King Richard Ill, he was killed at the 

Battle of Bosworth Field in 1485. Today we have Neville Street. It 

was at this battle that the modern flag of Wales, with the Tudor's 

family colours of white and green and the old emblem of the 

Welsh, the red dragon, was first flown as Henry Vll's Battle 

Standard.  

 

ln1486, Jasper Tudor the uncle of Henry VII became Lord of 

Glamorgan and Cardiff entered a prosperous and peaceful time. 

When Jasper Tudor died in 1495 the Lordship reverted to the 
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Crown remaining in royal hands until 1550. The Jasper Tower was 

built at Llandaff Cathedral and today we have Tudor Road. 

 

The reign of Henry VIII saw the Reformation. Oliver Cromwell’s 

grandfather was one Richard Williams born in Llanishen. In Heol 

Erwin, Llanishen, is an old property called Llanishen Fach. It is 

believed to have been the home of the Williams family. Richard 

Williams was the nephew of Thomas Cromwell. In 1536 he 

·changed his name to Cromwell, and soon afterwards was 

appointed Commissioner for the Suppression of the Monasteries. 

Properties were distributed. Edward Lewis of Van, Caerphilly had St 

!san’s. Their home was Llanishen House near the church. In 18th 

century they moved to New House, Thornhill. Today it is an hotel. 

The Blackfriars and Greyfriars monasteries were destroyed, and 

these actions had a terrible effect on the infirm and poor of 

Cardiff. St John's Church and various Guilds were stripped, while 

Grange and Cathays farms were sold.  

 

In 1550 the young Edward VI granted the Lordship to Sir William 

Herbert. In 1578 Sir William used the materials of the Greyfriars 

monastery ruins to build a huge mansion called "The Friars" on the 

site. Only the castle was a larger building. The Herbert family left 

Cardiff in Georgian times. By 1746 The Friars was in ruins. Left 

untouched until the Pearl Assurance Building (now Capital Tower) 

in Greyfriars Road was built there.  

 

During the terror reign of Queen Mary, a Cardiff fisherman, Rawlins 

White, aged seventy, was burnt at the stake as a heretic in 1555. A 

plaque was placed on the wall of the first Town Hall. On the site of 

his martyrdom in St Mary Street, Bethany Chapel was built. In 1907 

a memorial plaque was unveiled, but when the chapel was sold 

to the James Howell store, the plaque was installed in the Men's 

department. Today a figurehead of Rawlins White can be seen in 

St John's Church.  

 

The long reign of Queen Elizabeth brought trade and prosperity to 

Cardiff. The passing of the Poor Law, while in 1563 churches in 

Wales allowed prayer books and bibles in Welsh and English. Trade 

increased. Ten boats were operating from Cardiff with three 

vessels being some 50 tons. A new quay at the end of St Mary 



20 

Street was constructed to accommodate them. 20 Tonnes of 

Butter and Cheese were exported as well as the artisan products 

to Bristol and other areas. From the Melingriffith Tin Works in 

Whitchurch and other forges, iron goods were exported and 

Cardiff became an important iron port. There were Corn and 

Cloth Markets. In 1S78 Rice Meyrrick wrote Cardiff had many stone 

houses and wide streets. High Street was the commercial heart 

where wealthy Traders lived in fine houses, including eight 

Aldermen. He also tells of Rath Court being an early fortified and 

moated manor house, now in ruins. In 1826 Roath Court was built 

on its site for the Williams family. It is now a Funeral Home opposite 

St Margaret's Church.  

 

In 1580 Cardiff’s first stone bridge was built over the Taff.  

 

However, Cardiff had a darker side. It was known as a pirate 

haven. John Callice openly sold his illegal goods in Cardiff. 

Edmund Mathew manufactured cannon at Radyr and exported 

them to Spain, our enemy at that time.  

 

The Stuart era was a terrible time. On 20th January 1607 a huge 

tidal wave hit Cardiff and the surrounding areas. Buildings and 

homes were left in ruins. For a number of years the land could not 

be worked due to the salt residue, and there were terrible food 

shortages.  

  

In 1645 the Civil War started. After the battle of Naseby, Charles 

sought refuge in Cardiff Castle. The stone bridge over the river Taff 

beside the castle was seriously damaged. Days later the Royalists 

lost the Battle of St Fagan’s. On Easter Sunday 1646 Oliver 

Cromwell's troops marched into Llandaff Cathedral, imprisoned 

the clergy and its congregation. The cathedral was used as a 

stable, the Nave became an Alehouse, the choir stalls a calf pen, 

and the font a pig trough. Left as a partial ruin, in 1723 a storm 

destroyed the SW Tower, which toppled into the Nave.  

 

In 1665 an outbreak of the Black Death came to Cardiff, brought 

by black rats that infested shipping. The pirate Henry Morgan was 

born at Llanrumney Hall. He terrorised the Spanish Main, was 

arrested and sent back to Britain. However during Charles ll's reign 
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he returned as Deputy Governor of Jamaica. He died in 1688 

leaving his Jamaican property "Llanrumney'' to his wife.  

 

During the tenure Philip Herbert in 1674-83 there was the so-called 

Popish Plot. Two catholic priests John Lloyd and Philip Evans were 

wrongly accused and given a traitor's death in the Gallows Field 

at the junction of Crwys Road with Richmond Road.  

 

In 1697 the first Nonconformist church was built in Womanby 

Street. Later in 1847 it burnt down and was rebuilt with a classical 

frontage and Trinity incised in its stonework. It is still there today, as 

are the refurbished old dwellings of Jones Court.  

 

As Anne I had no heir, the Stuart period ended. In 1714 George I 

became king and the Georgian period began. It was a period of 

mixed prosperity. In 1747 the second Town Hall was built in High 

Street. John Wesley preached in Cardiff.  

 

The Turnpike Trusts were established in 1760. A reminder is an 

ancient milestone in the triangular garden of Roath Branch Library 

in Newport Road, inscribed "From the Town Hall in Cardiff 1 mile". 

The Western toll gate was near the junction of Cowbridge Road 

with Cathedral Road until 1858, while the toll gate at Llandaff was 

where the road forks with Llandaff North, and remained until the 

late 19th century.  

 

In 1774 there was a private Parliamentary Bill which gave the 

Council powers to ensure that Stallholders cleared their rubbish at 

the end of trading. A covered market was needed. William 

Vachell owned a plot of land in High Street. It was a great 

success. When Vachell's market closed, a new market was 

opened on 19th December 1835. Built beside the Borough Arms 

Hotel so named after the Borough town of Cardiff, its Georgian 

style main entrance with its three columns holding up a triangle 

gable was in St Mary Street. It had another entrance in an 

Alleyway in Church Street beside the Market Tavern, and is still 

there today. Indeed, most of Church Street's premises are 

Georgian.  

 



22 

The arrival of the Coaching Age heralded better communications 

and trading. However the town gates proved a hindrance to the 

increased traffic. In 1781 the East and West town gates were 

demolished followed by the North Gate in 1786. South Gate was 

not closed until 1802. 

 

Continued in April’s Edition. 
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GET IN TOUCH 
 

 
 

For general society enquiries, newsletter submissions and to request 

loans from the R.L.H.S. Archive, contact: 

Geraint at Denison-Kurg@outlook.com or on (029) 2048 8358. 

 

For membership or events and programming enquiries, contact: 

Elizabeth at RoathHistory@gmail.com or on (029) 2048 2658. 

 

For website enquiries, contact: 

Ted at RoathHistoryWebsite@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:Denison-Kurg@outlook.com
mailto:RoathHistory@gmail.com
mailto:RoathHistoryWebsite@gmail.com

