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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING JANUARY’S MEETING 

 

In line with current Senedd Covid precautions, only 30 people can 

attend our January talk in person. To achieve compliance, places 

will be allocated to Members on a “first come first served basis”.  
 

Please register in advance with: 

Elizabeth Morgan 

E-mail: roathhistory@gmail.com 

Telephone: 029 2048 2658 

Mobile: 07801 544 823 
 

To enable as many as possible to enjoy the evening, we will also be 

simultaneously, live streaming the event. Please apply for the link to: 
 

Geraint Denison-Kurg: 

E-mail: denison-Kurg@outlook.com 

Telephone: 029 2048 8358 
 

  

mailto:roathhistory@gmail.com
mailto:denison-Kurg@outlook.com
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EDITOR’S WELCOME 
 

 

 
 

Happy New Year! 

 

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2022. Please ensure you have read the preceding 

page, as it contains important information regarding our forthcoming talk. We hope 

that these limitations on our activities will be temporary, but are naturally compelled 

to follow the guidance coming from the devolved government for the time being 

 

This newsletter has some wonderful contributions which I am delighted to share. 

Highlights include Elizabeth Morgan’s fascinating reminsices of her childhood home, 

as well as the first installment in Deanne Pickstone’s ambitious and highly detailed 

‘History of Cardiff’. I trust you will enjoy reading these as much as I have. 

 

I hope that you all managed to enjot Christmas despite the ongoing uncertainty, and 

look forward to a great deal of Roath history in 2022! 
 

Semper sursum, 

 
Geraint Denison-Kurg 

Honorary Secretary  



5 

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

IN MEMORIAM - RALPH REES 

 

Ralph Rees, one of our Society's members and my neighbour, 

passed away this month, aged 76.  Ralph was a real character, 

always keen for a chat and very knowledgably about local history.  

He trained as an engineer at the technical college on Western 

Avenue, running there every day from Pen-y-lan.  Ralph had a 

particular interest in industrial history and regularly attended 

meetings of the Oxford House Industrial History Society in Risca as 

well as annual conferences on the subject.  His other passion was 

the Labour Party of which he was a loyal member and supporter. 

He was a collector of maps and avid newspaper reader, who 

delighted in the fine detail which he liked to share. 

 

Ted Richards 

 

ANY OLD ADAMSDOWNIANS? 
 

 
 

We have been approached by Adamsdown Primary School, who have 

asked us to take part in a research project. Are any members of the 

society former pupils or staff members of either the current school or its 

predecessor on Adamsdown Square? Do you have any information or 

remembrances? Please get in touch with Geraint at Denison-

kurg@outlook.com if so! 

 

Please click here to read Ted Richards’ brief history of the school 

on the society’s website! 

 

mailto:Denison-kurg@outlook.com
mailto:Denison-kurg@outlook.com
https://roathlocalhistorysociety.org/local-history/schools/
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WANTED! – USED POSTAGE STAMPS 

 

I’ve been asked if I still collect stamps for 

charity. The answer is yes! Please cut the 

stamps from their envelopes, leaving a 

border of 1/2 inch (a generous centimetre), 

all round. Also separate U.K. stamps from 

those from abroad. Many charities raise funds 

through selling on old stamps, and make around £10.00 for each 

kilogram of British stamps, and £15.00 for those from overseas. 

Charities will also take old stamp albums, first day covers etc. 

 

Bring them to a meeting, put them through my letterbox (Flora 

Corner, 1, Colchester Avenue, CF23 9BN) , or ring me (029 20482658) 

to collect from you. Many thanks! 

 

Elizabeth Morgan 

 

THE PRETTY PILLAR-BOXES OF ROATH 

 

Continuing the postal theme, what fun the yarn bombers have 

had with our Roath / Pen-y-lan antique pillar boxes this year! 
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THE VICTORIAN AND EDWARDIAN HOUSES OF ROATH 

QUESTION AND ANSWERS 

 

Committee member Penny Roberts  asks: 

 

I would love to know about the life of people living in an Edwardian 

Terrace house like mine.  Just before the war when my parents were 

newly married and living in a Victorian semi very similar to this the 

back bedroom was the maids room.  (Didn’t last long as war broke 

out!)  My Kitchen is tiny –how many were they catering for?  I 

presume the garage was a stable and the back alleys were for the 

use of horse drawn traffic?  I’m sure somebody among us knows the 

answers and much more! 

 

Geraint Denison-Kurg replied the following: 

 

Off hand, in terms of my own house, I know my middle back 

bedroom was the servant’s room as there isn’t a picture rail in it; it 

would have been a maid of all work in these houses, of course, and 

Mrs Beeton gives a rather splendid account of what such a person’s 

role entails (albeit slightly earlier than my house, which is 

Edwardian). The ‘kitchen’ is rather deceiving because until the 

1930s the houses would have had a ‘kitchen’ and a ‘scullery’; the 

former for cooking, and often eating and living in, and the latter for 

washing up and doing the ‘dirty’ jobs. What I would call my 

‘breakfast room’ is the original ‘kitchen’, which has the dresser to 

store the china, and the fireplace which would have at one time 

held a range or fireplace with hot plates &c. What is now my 

‘kitchen’ is the original scullery. Only the scullery and bathroom 

would have had running water in the main house, which is why in 

mine they form a sort of service wing projecting from the back 

towards the mains water and sewer at the rear. There was rather an 

aversion to that side of things, and even though houses such as 

mine were built with an upstairs bathroom, the lavatory would 

always be separate and a second usually outside downstairs as well 

(where it had traditionally been of course).  

 

Population density varies considerably if you look at the census, 

from single occupants to those with multiple lodgers, I suppose 

depending on people’s circumstances, much like now. 
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In terms of outside, most houses wouldn’t have had a stable block, 

as keeping horses was an expensive and messy business. Those with 

coach houses arguable may have, but often in these areas horses 

were more for tradesmen who required them. The average citizen 

would have more likely walked or used a bicycle, or of course taken 

the tram or omnibus which served this area extensively (the depot 

was on Newport Road for the trams). Most garages are later 

additions, or are extensions or conversions of the original 

outbuildings, which would have normally included an outside 

lavatory, a coal store, workshops, and latterly even bicycle stores, 

which appear on the original plans to my house.  

 

The Glamorgan Archives in Leckwith have many house plans 

available for research, which are always interesting, showing as 

they do the original purposes for rooms and the layouts as they 

were conceived by the various estate architects. 

 

If you would like to contribute your own answer to this discussion, 

please e-mail Geraint at Denison-kurg@outlook.com 

 

Turn over for Elizabeth Morgan’s delightful remembrances of her 

own rather later childhood in the houses of Edwardian Penylan! 

  

mailto:Denison-kurg@outlook.com
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THE HOUSE WHERE I WAS BORN 

Elizabeth Morgan 
 

My parents married in 1949 and came to live in Kimberley Road. Beyond 

converting from gas lighting to electricity, the Edwardian house retained 

most of its original features, which our family enjoyed and lived with.  

 

I was a November baby, born at home, with a coal fire lit for the 

occasion, in the grate of my parents’ bedroom (remember how cold 

upstairs rooms usually were, before central heating?). My cot and later 

bedroom, was established in a small room, adjoining the master 

bedroom, known as “the gentleman’s dressing room”. When my 

younger brother was born, he took over this space and I was moved into 

the “box room”, at the end of the landing, next to the bathroom.  

 

There were also a series of servant bells around the house, used by our 

family to communicate with each other; either to signal we had 

something to say, or wanted doing. There was no intercom as such, if the 

bell rang upstairs you would go to the top of the stairs and conduct a 

conversation by yelling down!  

 

In the small back garden, were two brick-built, Welsh slate-roofed 

outhouses, one the coal shed and the other containing rusty tools and 

general lumber. There was also an outside lavatory, that although 

attached to the house, could only be accessed from the garden. The 

high metal cistern had the words “The Thunderer” embossed upon it; it 

took special skill to yank the long metal chain to get it to flush. This was 

often a rather fraught process, as the ty bach was inhabited by a legion 

of long-legged, black spiders, that you didn’t want landing down your 

neck, or in your hair! Sacks of coal were delivered to the coal house, via 

the lane, through the back door at the end of the garden. The lane was 

also regularly patrolled by a rag-and-bone man, who still used a horse 

and cart. He would usually stand in his cart holding the reins, with his 

head just visible over the limestone wall. His booming business cry, often 

echoed by children and barking dogs!  

 

When I was a young child, everything was still delivered to the house - 

fish, farm vegetables, meat and groceries. Besides suppliers with regular 

rounds, my mother would go in person to the shops of Wellfied and 

Albany Road; select exactly what she wanted, place her order and 

arrange a delivery time to suit. In addition to this, the corner shops were 

actively trading: Hutton’s greengrocer; Treherne’s sweet shop, (also the 

destination for pop, comics and newspapers); a dried goods grocer; Mrs 

Davedges for baby and toddler clothes and latterly, an up-market 
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antique shop. Bottles of milk were left daily on the milk ledge, situated 

under the cover of a veranda, to the left of the front door. Salesmen, 

such as the Betterwear man would go door-to-door, displaying their 

goods in specially fitted out suitcases. As a little girl, I loved to be given 

the miniature samples of furniture polish to play with, and especially liked 

the one scented with lavender. Once or twice a year, we would be 

visited by Sioni Wynwns - Johnny Onions, resplendent in his stripped 

Breton jersey and beret, with his bicycle bedecked with strings of onions. 

Occasionally gypsies would call, with baskets of lucky white heather and 

wooden clothes pegs - most houses sported clothes lines, supported by 

high poles and running the length of the back garden.  

 

Our “breakfast room” was the hub of the home. One wall was fitted with 

an integral, glazed, Welsh dresser, with room for everything. On the other 

wall was a nook, containing a coal-fired boiler, which heated the water 

and made this a very cosy space. The ceiling was quite high, and 

suspended from it, was a large wooden-slatted, clothes airer. This was 

hoisted into place by a system of ropes, secured around a brass cleat. I 

also remember a mysterious, high cupboard, let into the side of the 

chimney breast, only reached by a step ladder. This glory hole, became 

stuffed with things that “might come in useful”, such as old newspapers 

and Kilner jars! Another handy feature was a walk in shelved closet, 

known as the “china cupboard”, where tinned goods, the Hoover, 

ironing board and heavy metal bake stone were kept.  

 

The house contained lots of artistic details and embellishments, such as 

coloured, leaded glass, picture rails, chair rails, finger plates, patterned 

wall and floor tiling, plaster mouldings and an enormous, ornate, 

mirrored, shelved and ebonised fire surround and mantlepiece. This 

became the refuge of Simon the cat, when chased round the house in 

a nightly ritual, by our dog, Dusty! In the 1960’s, when my mother 

embraced central heating and fitted carpets, she dispensed with this 

elaborate, dust-collecting feature. Imagine her horror, when she 

discovered the whole edifice, which had dominated our living space, 

and been clambered upon by pets and children, was secured by a 

single nail! 
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THE HISTORY OF CARDIFF 

-PART ONE- 

Deanne Pickstone 
 

In 1948, when on a holiday with my parents In Weston-Super-Mare, 

a hotel resident asked my father "How many coalmines are there 

in Cardiff?" such was the perception of our city. So how did Cardiff 

become the city we know today? It was·a gradual process 

through the centuries, brought about by people, events, buildings, 

commerce and industry, with the suburbs and street names 

reflecting Cardiff’s history. But when did Cardiff first appear in 

history?  

 

In 1953, on an allotment site by Penylan Hill, a quartzite hand axe 

was discovered. It was estimated to be between 75,000 and 

250,000 years old. It probably belonged to a Palaeolithic hunter 

nomad. This is the earliest known presence of man in the area. At 

that time, Britain was still attached to the European continent, and 

Cardiff was just a large hollow partially surrounded by hills.  

 

About 4000 BC, the Neolithic people arrived in the area, exploring 

it by using Cardiff's rivers. In 1928, by the River Ely, a hoard of axes, 

chisels and sickles were excavated, while in Plymouth Woods in St 

Fagans flint knives and saws, together with polished stone axes, 

were found. In Radyr, at the Lesser Garth cave, the presence of 

bone tools meant the cave was probably a workshop for making 

leather as well as being a refuge. Indeed burial mounds were 

found on nearby Garth Mountain. Finally, there is the Neolithic 

Burial Chamber at Tinkswood near St Nicholas. About 50 people 

were buried there together with tools and remains of domestic 

animals indicating farming. Bronze drinking vessels indicated they 

had the knowledge to smelt. They became known as the Beaker 

People.  

 

Fast forward to 400 BC and the Celts arrived with their iron chariots 

and weapons. They soon inhabited large areas of South East 

Wales and built a chain of hill forts. One such fort was at Caerau 

overlooking Ely. It covered 12 acres. Evidence of wooden huts 

and grain stores, together with iron smelting, was found. In Radyr 

woods remains of an Iron age cooking hearth and a Cromlech or 

Temple were found. In 1889, near Druidstone House in St Mellons, 
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remains of another Cromlech - a circle of standing stones, or 

Open Air Temple - was discovered. These people were called the 

Silures. 

 

In 43BC the Romans invaded Britain. About 100 years later, they 

turned their attention to Wales. The Silures were organised by a 

charismatic and intelligent leader, and It Is highly probable that 

he visited the Hill Fort at Caerau. The Silures defied the might of the 

Roman Army for nine years before being betrayed by the Queen 

of the Brigante Tribe in 50AD. The name of their leader was 

Caracatus.  

 

About 53AD the Romans built their first fort beside the River Taff. It 

was larger than the site on which the present Cardiff Castle is built. 

It was constructed of wood and the ramparts were surrounded by 

large earth banks. It had two gates. From the castle's present 

North Gate by North Road it extended to the Law Courts, down to 

Queen Street and along to the site of the Angel Hotel. The 

foundations of the South Gate, or Water Gate, are still under the 

main Visitors' entrance to Cardiff Castle. The west side of the fort 

was beside the River Taff, which acted as a defence. In those 

days the tidal River Taff turned near present day Cardiff Bridge 

and could be forded at low tide, which gave access to 

surrounding areas. The Taff then flowed down what is now 

Westgate Street (which it continued to do until 1845, when its 

course was altered). At the junction of Quay Street with Westgate 

Street the Romans built a Quay. This enabled them to import vital 

supplies and later export goods. It was also a base from which 

they could patrol the Bristol Channel. In 1917, when the old fire 

Station was being built in Westgate Street, the Contractors found 

the remains of a walled dry dock. 

 

The name Caerdyff means The Fortress by the River. By 75AD, the 

Romans controlled the whole of area and the second fort was 

built on the same site. It was built of stone and much smaller, the 

same as size as Cardiff Castle's site today. It was a peaceful and 

prosperous time for nearly two hundred years. People settled 

around the fort and traded.  
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In 1893, when the foundations of Lloyds Bank in High Street were 

being laid, Samian ware, Roman coins and a stone wan were 

unearthed. Villas were built in the surrounding areas; discovered in 

1923, one such villa was built with central heating at Trelai Park in 

Ely. It had a farmstead, two bath houses and there was evidence 

of iron smelting. 

 

In 165AD the third fort was scaled down. In the 2nd century St 

Fagan and his companion 'brought Christianity to the area. A 

chapel was built beside the Holy Well in the grounds of what is 

now St. Fagan's Castle.  It was said that St Mellonious was born in 

Cardiff in 257 AD. He later became Bishop of Rouen Cathedral 

and is buried there. The suburb of St Mellons is named after him.  

 

About that time a Welsh chief called Eurwg was baptised in the 

River Rhymney. His people built a daub and wattle church. Nearly 

1,000 years later the Normans built a stone church on the site and 

dedicated It to St Melionious. The church is still there today. Until 

1850s, an annual fair was held on St Mellonious Day. There was a 

race from a chapel in Llanrumney to the Inn in St Mellons. The 

winner was given the clapper of the Sanctus Bell which he had to 

return before the next service. Legend has it that the clapper was 

painted blue, and it is said that the present Bluebell inn was 

named after it. 

 

In the third century, Cardiff was an important naval base. 

However, the surrounding areas were under constant attack from 

Irish pirates. In 250AD, the fourth and last Roman fort was built. Its 

stone walls were ten feet thick and seventeen feet high, backed 

by huge earth banks. In 1889, the Marquis of Bute was excavating 

the Castle walls when the old walls of the Roman fort were 

exposed. He retained them and today these walls some 270feet 

long can be seen from Duke Street. In WWII, the roman walls were 

used as air raid shelters. Inside these walls today there is a 

Museum.  

 

It is thought the Romans left Cardiff during the time of Emperor 

Gratian when the Roman Empire was breaking clown, as the 

latest roman coins found in Cardiff were dated 383AD.  
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Cardiff now entered the Dark Ages. Little is known about this 

period, but it was not always dark. The native population fled to 

the hills for protection and from this chaos Leaders emerged. The 

consolidation of the Welsh nation was established with Christianity 

playing an important role. There was a wooden bridge over the 

Taff even in the Dark Ages.  

 

In the 5th century, St Canna or Treganna in Welsh is said to have 

sung to her congregation from a bridge over the Taff. Hence 

today we have the district of Pontcanna. In St John's church in 

Canton there is a chapel dedicated to St Canna.  

 

St Edeyrn is said to have been a Welsh Prince who built a church 

at Llanedeyrn in 5th century. In the Annals of 1236, the chapel-of 

Llanforda was built at Coed Y Gores near Chapelwood. Later 

converted into a house, it stood there until 1950.  

 

St Tello built the first Llandaff cathedral in 560AD, as well as 

founding at least 35 churches in Wales, before dying in 569. The 

only relic of the early church is a 10th century wheel headed pillar 

cross discovered in 1870. It now stands in the South Presbytery 

aisle. 

 

St lsan a monk from Llantwit Major established a mission at Ffynon 

Llandennis, where the remains of the spring and the monk's burial 

mound are still visible in the grass of the roundabout.  

 

Also in 6th Century St Cadoc built his church by the well Ffynnon 

Catwg in Creigau. Although rebuilt many times the church is still 

there today. 

 

Two hundred years later the Vikings arrived and attacked Llandaff 

in 894AD, taking Bishop Cyfeiliog hostage. A ransom of £40.00 was 

paid by Edward, King Alfred's son for his release. However, not all 

Vikings were plunderers. Many were merchants and traders, with 

many settling in Cardiff. Evidence of this is in street names: 

Womanby Street or Hundemanby Street means Place of Strangers; 

Wharton and Working Street are thought to be where they lived 

using the Golate as an access to the Quay; and other 

Scandinavian names are Dumballs Road, Lamby Way and 
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Crockherbton .The Viking era ended in 1066 at the Battle of 

Stamford Bridge when they were defeated by King Harold. A few 

days later William the Conqueror invaded England. King Harold 

was killed at the Battle of Hastings and was buried in Battle Abbey. 

William was crowned King on Christmas Day 1066 in Westminster 

Abbey. The founding of Cardiff as a Borough was probably in 1081 

when King William was on a pilgrimage to St Davids and passed 

through Glamorgan. Perhaps recognising its strategic position, 

from the Annals of Margam he ordered the building of Villa 

Cardiviae, the Villa of Cardiff. The Normans probably came to 

Cardiff in earnest around 1089. 

 

Continued in February’s Edition. 
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GET IN TOUCH 
 

 
 

For general society enquiries, newsletter submissions and to request 

loans from the R.L.H.S. Archive, contact: 

Geraint at Denison-Kurg@outlook.com or on (029) 2048 8358. 

 

For membership or events and programming enquiries, contact: 

Elizabeth at RoathHistory@gmail.com or on (029) 2048 2658. 

 

For website enquiries, contact: 

Ted at RoathHistoryWebsite@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:Denison-Kurg@outlook.com
mailto:RoathHistory@gmail.com
mailto:RoathHistoryWebsite@gmail.com

