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EDITOR’S WELCOME 

 

Welcome to Roath Local History Society’s 

‘new look’ E-Newsletter, your authoritative 

monthly source of information on the 

activities and goings-on of the society! 

 

I want to begin by paying tribute to my 

predecessor, Elizabeth Morgan, for her 

indefatigable work during her time as 

Honorary Secretary. Elizabeth has 

dedicated countless hours to the Society 

and is simply an impossible act to follow! We 

are fortunate that she will continue to sit on the committee in her 

new roles as Membership Secretary and Events Co-ordinator, even 

though she has now passed the batons of Hon. Sec. and the E-

newsletter on. 

 

During the past year and a half, members have been treated within 

the pages of this publication not only to society news, but also to 

the fruits of the research projects of individual society members. 

Now that we are again meeting in person, some of these projects 

will of course be delivered as talks instead. However, we are 

indebted to Jon Roberts for two such contributions this month, and 

if anyone has anything they would like to contribute, please do so 

and it will be most gratefully included in the next edition! 

 

I greatly look forward to getting to know you all better over the 

course of this year’s lectures and trust we can build on the society’s 

43 years of success to discover – if I may borrow a phrase from our 

newly appointed honorary life president – even more of Roath’s 

‘1,000 years of history’ together! 

 

On-y-va! 

 

 
Geraint Denison-Kurg 

Honorary Secretary 
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A WORD FROM OUR NEW CHAIRMAN 
 

I would like to thank you for approving my nomination as your new 

chairman at the recent AGM. I apologise for not attending on the 

night, but I had to limit social contacts in view of the Covid-19 situation 

prior to having an operation for a cataract. I hope to be able to 

attend in October. 

 

I would also like to thank my predecessor in the role, Ted Richards, for 

his very capable stewardship of the society and his unbounded 

enthusiasm during his term of office. It is an almost impossible act to 

follow! 

 

The society has gone through a remarkable period of growth in 

membership over recent years and I hope that we can maintain our 

numbers despite the challenges posed by Covid 19. We have been 

able to keep the society ticking over during the last eighteen months 

or so due to the efforts of my fellow committee members, in particular 

Elizabeth Morgan for her work producing the monthly newsletter, 

Geraint Denison-Kurg for organising the online lecture programmes on 

zoom, Alan Knight for the summer programme of walks and Ted 

Richards for the series of fascinating articles online about the history of 

local people and places etc. I personally thank them for helping to 

keep the Society alive and kicking and for helping to keep me going 

through the lockdowns! I apologise if I have overlooked other 

people’s efforts. 

 

Looking forward we have a lovely new venue for meetings in St 

Edwards and hopefully we can soon settle down into our usual routine 

if the pandemic does not get out of control. 

 

During my term of office, in addition to consolidating the gains and 

improvements of recent years, I have three additional aims. These are 

an increase in the number of younger members, more people 

contributing to research and writing articles and for us to embrace the 

wider area of the ancient parish of Roath more effectively. 

 

I welcome you all to the new “season” and look forward to seeing you 

at St Edward’s. 

 

Gareth Brown 

  



4 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

 

WEDNESDAY, 13th OCTOBER 2021 

7:30PM (doors open at 7PM) 

ST EDWARD’S CHURCH MUSIC & ART CENTRE 

 

 
 

Dr Ted Richards 

presents 

ROATH STREET NAMES … AND PEN-Y-LAN, ADAMSDOWN, 

TREFORMA, WITH EVEN A BIT OF CATHAYS. 

 

Followed by: 
 

Published Performance Poet Julie Griffin 

Pritchard who will read three extracts, set in 

Roath, from her historical novel, Forbidden 

Love. This is a story of two sisters who both fell 

in love with forbidden love. Their love survived 

danger, poverty, a military rising, WW1, 

Ireland War for Independence / Anglo Irish 

War, racism and the Celtic Sea. This is the true 

love story of her grandparents. Forbidden 

Love will be available on the night at the 

special price of £6.00 (£2.00 saving). 
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THURSDAY, 7th OCTOBER 2021 

10-11:30AM 

ONLINE (ZOOM) 
 

 
 

Headland Design and Cardiff Council 

in conjunction with the Heritage Lottery Fund  

invite you to 

THE STORY WORKSHOP FOR CARDIFF MARKET 

 

As part of its forthcoming restoration project, the Council and its 

design partners, Headland Design, are looking for stories and 

information relating to the market’s history. In addition to 

information, they are keen to gauge people’s interest in the topic, 

and to better understand what aspects of its history should be 

highlighted and enhanced during the restoration. If you do have 

any information regarding, or connection with, the market, please 

do RSVP to Geraint at Denison-Kurg@outlook.com and he will send 

you through the Zoom link.  

mailto:Denison-Kurg@outlook.com
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NEWS FROM THE AGM 

 

On Wednesday, 8th September at St Edward’s Church, the Society 

held its first AGM after the hiatus imposed by the pandemic. Reports 

from officers were gratefully received, and the new committee 

unanimously voted in. It was wonderful seeing one another face-

to-face again, in our snazzy new venue. The AGM was followed by 

an excellent DVD on the 

history of Cardiff for 

members’ amusement and 

interest, presented by 

stalwart committee member 

Alan Knight. Pictured right 

are Martin Sheldon, Jeff 

Childs, Malcolm Ranson and 

Peter Gillard at the AGM, all 

former chairmen and 

honorary life members. 

 

 

YOUR NEW COMMITTEE 

 

Gareth Brown  

Chair 
 

Geraint Denison-Kurg  

Honorary Secretary 

Vice-Chair 
 

Peter Jones  

Honorary Treasurer 
 

Elizabeth Morgan  

Membership Secretary 

Programme & Events 

Organiser 
 

Ted Richards 

Website Manager  
 

Carole Underwood  

Research Organiser 

 

Robert Haynes  

Honorary Auditor 
 

Carol Ball 

Committee Member 
 

Graeme Brown 

Committee Member 
 

Alan Knight   

Committee Member 
 

Jenni Phillips 

Committee Member 
 

Jon Roberts 

Committee Member 
 

Penny Roberts 

Committee Member 
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PRESENTATIONS 

Malcolm Ranson

 

In recognition of outstanding achievement and longstanding 

dedication to the Society, honorary life memberships are 

occasionally awarded. This year, existing honorary life member 

Malcolm Ranson had the pleasure of awarding two further 

Certificates of Life Membership to two longstanding members. 

What follows are his reflections on two of our Society’s finest: 

 

MARTIN SHELDON, HONORARY LIFE MEMBER 
 

Martin Sheldon joined the R.L.H.S. some 40 years ago, when the 

Society was primarily a research group, which met weekly. He 

swiftly became a member of the Committee, holding the offices of 

Chairman and Secretary on more than one occasion. He was 

instrumental in managing the Society and keeping it going, 

following the sudden death of our founder, Alec Kier. Martin is a 

Yorkshireman and proud of it. Over the years he has become a 

friend, seemingly erratic (he is stone deaf), but determined in 

presenting his point of view, delivered in that now familiar Yorkshire 

accent. 
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JEFF CHILDS, HONORARY LIFE PRESIDENT 
 

Jeff Childs is a true academic who joined the Society in 1979, when 

he was awarded a Diploma in Local History by Cardiff University; 

following this up with an M.A. in 1994. His connections with the study 

of local history in South Wales are widespread, taking in such areas 

as Dinas Powis, the Gower, Clydach, Pontadawe and 

Llangefelach, near Swansea. He has been joint editor of 

Morgannwg, the journal of the Glamorgan History Society and is 

currently Chairman of the South Wales Record Society. In 1995 he 

edited a photographic survey of Roath for the Society, published 

by the Chalford Press and graciously ceded the entire profits 

accruing to the author to the Roath Local History Society. Jeff 

repeated this when he wrote Roath, Splott and Adamsdown: 1,000 

years of history, on behalf of the Society in 2012.  
 

It is not only the R.L.H.S. who has benefited from Jeff ’s abilities. In 

1996, he compiled Around Pontadawe, a selection of essays on 

behalf of the Swansea 

Valley History Society, 

followed by two more 

selections in 1999 and 2013. 

His latest book on the parish 

of Llangefelach in Swansea 

was published in 2021 and 

reviewed in the Local 

Historian, the journal of the 

British Association of Local 

History (BALH), where the 

reviewer commented “The 

author of this book is one of 

the leading historians of 

Glamorgan, and has 

worked on this subject for 

30 years”. Subsequently 

Jeff received an Award for 

Personal Achievement 

from the BALH in June 2021.  
 

Following a resolution at 

the AGM creating the post of Honorary Life President, the Society 

has awarded that status to Jeff, which he has accepted.  
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NEW FACES 

 

We also had the pleasure at the AGM of welcoming two new 

faces to the committee. The Roberts – no relation - are ready! 
 

 
 

PENNY ROBERTS 
 

I moved to Cardiff just before 

Lockdown to be with my family 

who have lived here for nearly 

25 years. Also, Welsh Hills were 

a childhood playground as I 

lived not so far away in the 

Cotswolds, so I feel very 

comfortable here. People are 

so friendly. My historical 

interests lean towards 

architecture (I love living in an 

Edwardian house!). I have 

studied church architecture in 

some depth and was also at 

one time co-owner of a mobile 

brass rubbing centre. Other 

than that, I have been in my 

time a shepherd, agricultural 

journalist, agricultural training 

group organiser, 

photographer and picture 

framer. Oh, and in the dim and 

distant past I taught until my 

children were independent. In 

my recent Cotswold village life 

I was on every committee 

there was so I know how to 

behave myself!! 

 
 

JON ROBERTS 
 

Although I was born in the South-East, 

and brought up in Hong Kong, I’ve lived 

in Cardiff longer than any other place. I 

arrived in Cardiff in 1977 (when Queen 

Street was still open to traffic as far as 

Park Place) to study at UWIST, one of the 

constituent institutions of what became 

Cardiff University. I lived in student halls in 

Llwyn-y-Grant Road (since developed by 

Westbury as a housing estate), and then 

in rented flats in Penylan Road and 

Sandringham Road. After trying life in 

eastern Cardiff for a few years, I returned 

to Roath in 2007. I am a town planner by 

profession, having worked in Mid-

Glamorgan, Monmouthshire, the Vale of 

Glamorgan and Cardiff. I’ve worked in 

England for the last 20 years. 

Unsurprisingly, I have a particular interest 

in the historic built environment as well as 

in social history. I am lucky to have a well-

documented personal family history, 

which includes an antecedent’s 

discharge papers following the 

Peninsular Campaign and the Battle of 

Waterloo (happy to let anyone have a 

copy if they’re interested – I think by now 

it’s safe from GDPR!).
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WILLIAM EDWARD KERSLAKE (1876-1942): A CARDIFF BUILDER 

Jon Roberts 

 

William Kerslake was one of many small builders who operated in 

Cardiff in the heyday of housebuilding in the early 20th century.  He 

was born in Cardiff to William and Sarah Kerslake, both originally 

from Tiverton, Devon.  His father was a basket maker and porter 

who sold baskets in offices in the Docks on behalf of the Cardiff Blind 

Institute.  From 1891 until at least 1901, the family lived at 57, 

Cranbrook St, then Boverton St (at the time of William’s death in 

1909) and at the time of Sarah’s death in 1929, she lived in Australia 

Road.  W. E. Kerslake started work at the age of 14 as a Post Office 

boy and, by 1901, he was employed as a carpenter, later to set up 

as a builder on his own account. 

 

He built over 100 houses in 

Cardiff, from about 1908 to 

1931, including his own home 

at 15, Blenheim Road in 

Penylan (pictured left), to 

which he moved in about 

1910.  Many of his schemes 

were built on the estates of the 

great Cardiff landowners, to 

designs largely dictated by the 

estate architects. 

 

His other housebuilding 

projects spanned the city, in 

Canton, Cathays, 

Grangetown, Heath and 

Roath, and examples of his work can be found in Merches Gardens, 

Ovington Terrace, Princes Street, Roath Court Road, Australia Road, 

Africa Gardens, St Gildas Road, Caerphilly Road, and Greenwich 

Road.   

 

W. E. Kerslake died in 1942, still living at 15, Blenheim Road, leaving 

his modest estate of £1,439 to his daughter Elizabeth Ann Lock. 
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LLOYD GEORGE KNEW MY LOCAL 
OR 

THE CLAUDE HOTEL AND HOW A FUTURE PRIME MINISTER SOUGHT TO SCUTTLE IT 

Jon Roberts 
 

On 22 September 1891, the Cardiff’s Licensing Committee met to consider, 

amongst other applications, whether to remove a beer-house licence from 

the Castle Inn, Great Frederick Street, to the newly constructed Claude 

Hotel on Albany Road (formerly the Cardiff to Merthyr Turnpike Road).  It’s 

clear that the grant of licences was no mere formality.  The Committee 

consisted of 13 magistrates, many of them Aldermen of the City, and 

several with names familiar to us today, including Cory, Sloper and Vachell. 

 

The Committee faced a 

formidable deputation from 

the Temperance Society, 

comprised of 16 men, 

buttressed by another 20 

men from the Salvation 

Army.  The Licenced 

Victuallers Association’s sole 

representative made a 

spirited defence (no pun 

intended) of their members, 

representing the landlords of 

215 licenced premises in the 

city. 

 

The application for the transfer of the licence to the Claude Hotel was 

made on behalf of John Hopkins, licensee, a former builder who had built 

the hotel for the Ship Brewery Co. of Millicent Street, Cardiff.  Mr Hopkins 

argued through his solicitor, Mr Vachell of Ingledew, Ince and Vachell, that 

it was desirable to remove the licence from an already overcrowded district 

to a new building in a district lacking licenced premises, in which it was 

proposed to carry on as a hotel and not as a drinking shop. 

 

An objection was made to this proposal by the Temperance Society, 

through their solicitor, David Lloyd George (pictured below in about 1890), 

who had been elected as Liberal MP for Carnarvon the year before.  At 

that time, MPs were unpaid; those without private means, like Lloyd George, 

had to support themselves in other ways, in his case through his London-

based solicitors’ practice. Lloyd George, from a strict Baptist background, 

was a keen proponent of the Temperance movement, and strongly 

favoured the “local option” which allowed local authorities to set their own 

licensing laws.  His first speech on becoming an MP was in 1891 against a 
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Conservative Bill which proposed compensation for landlords whose liquor 

licences were not renewed.  In a speech in Manchester in the same year, 

Lloyd George described the liquor trade as one that “reeked with human 

misery, vice, squalor, destitution, crime and death”. 

 

With its strong Nonconformist religious 

history, Wales proved to be ripe ground 

for the Temperance movement.  In 1881 

the Liberal government succeeded in 

passing the Welsh Sunday Closing Act, 

which banned the sale of alcohol on 

Sundays, other than to bona fide 

travellers.  Far from provoking riots 

against this interference, there seemed 

to be a general acceptance in Wales 

that the act was a beneficial measure.  

The prohibition continued in Cardiff until 

1961 and survived for much longer 

elsewhere in Wales. 

 

Against this background, Lloyd George 

contended that the licence for the 

Claude Hotel was not required in the 

vicinity of Albany Road because “the 

inhabitants of the district in question 

were not of that class likely to patronise 

a licensed house”.   He also argued that 

the plans of the house showed that it was never going to be used as an 

hotel.  He may have been right on the latter point, but history has clearly 

demonstrated that he was completely wrong on the first. 

 

Lloyd George’s advocacy came to nothing, as the Committee, after only 

a short recess for consideration, approved the licence.  However, things did 

not go entirely smoothly thereafter, for John Hopkins at least, because by 

1899 he had been declared bankrupt after falling into arrears on his rent to 

the brewery for the Claude Hotel.  Its success as a “drinking shop” cannot 

be questioned, but tales of weary travellers staying at the “hotel” seem 

strangely absent. 

 

Cheers! 
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GET IN TOUCH 
 

 
 

For general society enquiries, newsletter submissions and to request 

loans from the R.L.H.S. Archive, contact: 

Geraint at Denison-Kurg@outlook.com or on (029) 2048 8358. 

 

For membership or events and programming enquiries, contact: 

Elizabeth at RoathHistory@gmail.com or on (029) 2048 2658. 

 

For website enquiries, contact: 

Ted at RoathHistoryWebsite@gmail.com. 

 

 

mailto:Denison-Kurg@outlook.com
mailto:RoathHistory@gmail.com
mailto:RoathHistoryWebsite@gmail.com

