
Dear R.L.H.S. Members, 

There is some exciting news regarding the finale of our Lockdown Season; 
firstly, we have an extra Zoom Presentation to cover June.  Griff Harries will 
give us an uplifting appreciation of Welsh composers, whose work is still part of 
today’s popular culture, but whose names are largely forgotten.  In addition, our 
Programme of Historic Walks & Visits, includes all five Thursdays in July.  
Before this we still have Dr. Andrew Hignell’s presentation to look forward to, 
broadcast live from Glamorgan County Cricket Club - unless rain stops play! 

July Programme of Historic Walks & Visits 

Full details of these and how to book, are contained in the accompanying 
document.  This year, the R.L.H.S. Committee chose a programme that involves 
plenty of fresh air!  It is also scheduled for July, a month when all our Members 
should be fully vaccinated and Government Guidelines eased.  However, you 
will understand that our programme comes with a covid disclaimer and can only 
go ahead if circumstances, at the time allow.  It remains likely that in 
proceeding, especially when entering buildings, we may still need to socially 
distance, wear a mask, regularly cleanse our hands and BE AWARE!  This said, 
it will be marvellous to meet (safely) in person again and share a group 
experience.  Be sure to register your interest, pronto! 

1

Roath Local History Society 
Bringing History to Your Doorstep - since 1978

THURSDAY, 13th. MAY @ 19.00  Early Sport in Cardiff, Dr. Andrew Hignell

The talk looks at recreational activity 
in the vicinity of  Kingsway and  

St. John's Church, before 1875.  Also, 
the development of  the Arms Park 

and the reasons why the Marquess of  
Bute was keen to promote sporting 
activity in the heart of  the town. 
References include the playing of  
fives, handball, bull-baiting, bare-

knuckle boxing and cricket.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85757088155?
pwd=aG5RQXdENDh5OTY4TTRYVFdqNjZDdz09 

Meeting ID: 857 5708 8155 
Passcode: Porcia

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85757088155?pwd=aG5RQXdENDh5OTY4TTRYVFdqNjZDdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85757088155?pwd=aG5RQXdENDh5OTY4TTRYVFdqNjZDdz09


CHANNEL ISLANDERS IN CARDIFF  
by Margaret Smith 

As most members of Roath Local History Society would know, the 
Parish of Roath in the 19th century and earlier, was approximately the 
eastern half of the (then) town of Cardiff.  The other parishes at that time 
being St. Mary, St. John and Llandaff (which included Canton). 

It is widely known that the building of the docks and railways, and the 
shipping of coal from the South Wales Valleys drew large numbers of 
people to Cardiff; and searching census records from 1851 - 1911 will 
show that the birthplaces of a lot of Cardiff - and indeed Roath - 
residents were outside mainland U.K.  Among these are to be found 
many Channel Islanders, mainly  from Jersey, but also some from 
Guernsey such as the well-known MARQUAND family and their 
shipping companies CARE & MARQUAND and MARTIN & 
MARQUAND. 

Quite a few of these seagoing men from the Channel Islands set up 
businesses of their own, not just in shipping, but also in lines associated 
with the sea, for example marine insurance, marine engineering, ships 
chandlers, etc., and some became involved in other activities.  The Morel 
family, staunch Methodists, were most generous towards the setting up 
of Methodist Homes for the Aged, and MOREL COURT in Penarth is an 
example of the M.H.A. here in South Wales, with others elsewhere, 
including of course Jersey. 
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Brothers Thomas and Philip MOREL are probably the best known 
names, but it was their elder brother John (whose wife was also a Morel 
from another branch of the family in Jersey), who was the first of three 
MOREL brothers to come here.  They had been introduced to Cardiff by 
their uncle PHILIP LE MOIGNAN who had arrived earlier and was in 
the business of bringing potatoes from the family farms in Jersey.  It 
made sense to set up their own shipping business in Cardiff, bringing in 
potatoes and taking out coal.  How many of us would have realised this 
when buying Jersey Royals in early summer? 
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Interestingly the  
LE MOIGNAN family didn’t 
end their days in South Wales, 
as did the MOREL  brothers, 
but returned to Jersey.  Tucked 
away in a quiet “backwater” 
of COIN VARIN, in the Jersey 
Parish of St. Peter can be 
found “CARDIFF HOUSE”;  
somewhere later members of 
the family continued to live.  

Also, understandably, Channel Islands 
place names were sometimes given to 
family residences in and around Cardiff, for 
example “ROZEL” and “GROUVILLE”.  

On a local (Roath) level, John George LE 
GROS of Roath Court Road and Frederick 
George BILLOT of Albany Road were in 
business together with three other men, 
operating as THE CHANNEL SHIPPING 
COMPANY (CARDIFF) LIMITED, owning 
just one vessel - aptly named 
“JERSEYMAN”, although it had been pre-
owned and re-named twice!



Although some of the Channel Islanders brought their wives with them, 
inevitably there were others who married local girls.  Consequently 
there were children born here who grew up with noticeably Jersey or 
Guernsey French surnames, which might appear very unfamiliar in 
South Wales!  While sons would continue to carry the names on, 
daughters marrying into local families effectively “lost” their own 
family surnames, ending up with very ordinary Welsh or English 
surnames.  My own mother a Billot, upon marriage became Mrs. Down.  
However there had been a good deal of inter-marrying between these 
families and some continued to mix within defined social circles, 
sometimes choosing their children’s godparents from among them, and 
also helping each other with employment opportunities. 

Many graves of Channel Islanders and their families can be found in 
Cathays Cemetery, as well as a number in other burial grounds in 
Cardiff and beyond.  ADAMSDOWN CEMETERY was in use from the 
1840’s, CATHAYS CEMETERY from 1859, and considerably later,  
PANTMAWR, WESTERN and THORNHILL CEMETERIES.  There are 
also a few Channel Islanders graves in Churchyards in and around 
Cardiff and possibly elsewhere in South Wales. 

Perhaps this list of Channel Islands Surnames will be helpful to any 
more recent descendants trying to trace their family roots.  Quite a few 
of these names have been found within a small radius of Roath Parish 
Church, and there may well be more found as the search continues. 
BALLEINE • BENEST • BILLOT • BISSON • BLIAULT • BLONDEL • 
BRIARD 
CARREL • COUTANCHE  
DE CARTERET • DE GRUCHY • DE LA HAYE 
ENNIS • ESNOUF •  
GALLICHAN • GUNNEY 
HACQUOIL • HAFFRON • HAMON • HERAULT • HUELIN 
JEHAN 
LANGLOIS • LAVENTURE • LEMPRIERE • LE BOULANGER 
LE FEUVRE • LE GEYT • LE GRAND • LE GRESLEY • LE GROS •  
LE SAUTEUR • LE VESCONTE 
MAILLARD • MARQUAND • MALZARD • MOLLET • MOREL 
NOEL  
POINGDESTRE 
RENOUF 
VALOT 
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Griff will take us on a trip from Newport to Llanelli on the way we’ll hear about:
A) The composer who wrote for all the “Carry On” films.
B) The man who wrote music for Cliff Richard’s' films - Cliff paid for a blue plaque to be 
installed at his birthplace.
C) The Cardiff boy with a star on the "Hollywood walk of Fame" who wrote some of the 
incidental music to the “Bilko" tv series.
D) The composer who wrote a song which became so famous that 
Laurel & Hardy featured it in one of their films. 
E) The Llanelli born composer who encourages us to wallow in mud!! 

🎹  Thursday, 10th. June @ 19.00 🎵
Do you know who these three gentlemen are?  Well, you’ll certainly know their music.  To find 

out more join Griff Harries to hear the story of these Welsh composers and more. Even 
though their names are forgotten, their music lives on.  They were so good at composing 

popular music that we can honestly say 

🎶  The World Whistled their Melodies 🎷

GRUFFYDD HARRIES  
is a musician, performer, broadcaster, writer, educator and arts administrator who currently 
lives in Swansea. As a musician he's worked all over the UK, Western Europe and on the 
Eastern seaboard of North America (New York and Boston), with a wide range of prestigious 
ensembles including The British Symphony Orchestra, The National Symphony Orchestra, The 
QE2 Orchestra and the internationally renowned jazz group "Loose Tubes".  Griff considers it 
an honour to have performed and introduced concerts in the presence of Royalty and for 
President Carter of The United States of America.
As a proud Welsh speaker, Griff was delighted to be made a Member of the Gorsedd of The 
Bards at The National Eisteddfod of Wales in 2016, for his services to music and the arts in the 
Principality. Last year he was also presented with an award for his "Outstanding Contribution 
to Culture" by the Vice-Chancellor of the Anglia Ruskin University. This is where Griff 
graduated with a degree in Geography, so receiving this honour was very pleasing.
Griff is one of the founders of both the National Youth Jazz and National Youth Wind 
Orchestras of Wales, as well as of the highly successful Swansea Community Orchestra.
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He has tutored in the music departments of UWTSD in Carmarthen and University College 
Swansea, as well as the Performing Arts course at Neath College.  He has conducted the LEA 
Youth Orchestra in concerts and recordings, including performances at the Edinburgh 
International Festival of Youth Orchestras.
He is the founder/director of the Chamber Orchestra of Wales which has performed dozens of 
televised concerts with the likes of Sir Karl Jenkins, Sir Bryn Terfel, Sir James Galway and 
Dame Kiri te Kanawa . The Orchestra plays confidently in a spectrum of styles - everything 
from a sell out concert with "The Bootleg Beatles" in Cardiff International Arena, to a critically 
acclaimed performance of Bach's "St. Mathew Passion" at Swansea's Brangwyn Hall. For well 
over a decade, Griff was the Musical Director of the Pantomime seasons at the Grand Theatre 
Swansea.   
Griff has been fortunate to find extensive free-lance employment as a Performer/ Conductor/
Musical Director/Associate and Producer to over 20 broadcasting organisations throughout 
the UK. This has given him the opportunity to work closely with artists of the highest calibre on 
over a hundred television programmes/films for the British and European market. He 
performed on the soundtracks of the multi award winning "Sean the Sheep and the Farmer's 
Lamas" (BBC -Aardman Animation) and 
"Brief Encounters" (ITV -CPL Productions). He was the music associate and orchestral 
contractor for the feature film of "Under Milk Wood" produced by Kevin Allen (fFatti fFilms), the 
Welsh version of which - "Dan Y Wenallt" - was shortlisted for an "Oscar". He also conducted 
the world premier performance of a new work by the winner of the The National Eisteddfod's 
prestigious Composer's Prize. This was televised live.
A list of the great and good with whom Griff has had the honour of working reads like a "Who's 
Who" of entertainment and ably demonstrates his ability to work in a variety of genres and 
styles. It ranges from such late great favourites as Sir Harry Secombe, Frankie Vaughan, 
Danny La Rue, Spike Milligan, Eric Sykes and Sir Geraint Evans to present day luminaries 
Ronan Keating, Barbara Dixon, Timothy West, Martine McCutcheon and Cathryn Zeta Jones. 
Griff is a consultant Music Officer to the City And County of Swansea and in that capacity has 
brought names such as Russell Watson, Igor Oistrakh and Charlotte Church to perform with 
his Orchestra in concerts he's produced in the City - mostly in the Brangwyn Hall. He is the 
longest serving member of the Gower Festival committee - having been its Artistic Director for 
five successful years.
As a bilingual Producer/Presenter for Swansea Sound (Independent local radio) for a number 
of years, Griff's responsibilities included general music programmes, a weekly arts 
programme, Swansea festival radio, celebrity interviews, specialist music (Jazz and 
Classical). He wrote and produced critically acclaimed documentaries and undertook the 
administration of the Swansea Sound Showband, Big Band and Sinfonia.  Copies of his 
interviews and documentaries are stored at the National Library of Wales in Aberystwyth, 
where - along with recordings of the above ensembles, they will be kept for posterity and are 
available for public access.
For the production company DT JAZZ he produced and directed a touring version of  Stan 
Tracey's "Under Milk Wood Jazz Suite". This won great acclaim and performed at festivals 
and venues throughout the UK, including the Barnaby Festival, the North Wales International 
Music Festival and London's Fitzrovia Festival in 2014. He wrote and produced “THE 
ARMISTICE SUITE”, which toured extensively to great acclaim in 2018.
Griff has been a judge for BAFTA Wales in the "Best Original Music" category and he has 
been an adjudicator for the prestigious "BBC Young Musician"  competition.
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On the Road Again, Chairman Ted Richards

I have researched a few more streets in preparation for an on-line talk I gave to the 
'Forget-me-not Cafe' group, that in normal times meet at St. Edward's Church.  

In among the 'Battle Streets' of Pen-y-lan, are a group named after Boer War events.  Dig a 
little deeper however and there are some fascinating stories as to how the South African 
towns got their names.  Harrissmith, with its 'double-s' spelling is named after 
Lieutenant-General Sir Henry George Wakelyn Smith commonly known as Harry Smith, a 
veteran of the Napoleonic Wars, who went on to become Governor of the Cape Colony in 
today's South Africa in the 1850s.  Ladysmith is named after his Spanish wife 
Juana María de los Dolores de León Smith.  

Kimberley is named after John Wodehouse, 1st Earl of Kimberley, Secretary of State for 
the Colonies. For those that don't warm to the fact that the road is named after an event in 
Britain's colonial past, I bring you good news: John Wodehouse took his title 
Earl of Kimberley from Kimberley, a sleepy Norfolk village with a population of 121. Think 
thatched cottages etc.  So the residents of Kimberley Road outnumber those of Kimberley, 
Norfolk.  Or you may prefer the fact that the author and humorist P.G.Wodehouse is a 
relative of the Earl of Kimberley.  

Westville Road may or may not get its name from the suburb of Durban named after 
Sir Martin West, Lieutenant Governor of Natal from 1845 to 1849. 

Harry Smith Lady Smith John Wodehouse 
Earl of Kimberley

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wodehouse,_1st_Earl_of_Kimberley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juana_Mar%C3%ADa_de_los_Dolores_de_Le%C3%B3n_Smith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wodehouse,_1st_Earl_of_Kimberley
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🌸 In response to the article in which Ted referred to 

🌹 St. Mary’s Garden🌻 Whitchurch🌷  

Carole Pasley contributed this interesting nugget:   
Some while ago the garden was 'adopted' by Whitchurch Women’s 
Institute (W. I.), after becoming unkempt.  These ladies have made 
a significant difference to all garden aspects, including planting, 

which will continue as we 'open up' after the pandemic.🌺

🍺 🍻 Cheers! 

We’ve had the following request from Katie Smith, a third year Photography 
student creating her Final Major Project.  The project is focusing on ideas of 

community, history, and memory, and has led her to the pub industry  

- exploring pubs that have, or are in talks, of being demolished.  

To do this, she wants to create a film which features interviews/ clips of the public 
talking about their memories of famous pubs which are no more or why the pub has 

been such an important part of their lives. These interviews will be recordings 
only and can be done online for safety precautions - nobody will need to be filmed!  

If anyone in our society that would be willing to help her, please get in touch on: 
katiegsmith19@gmail.com

👟 Cyncoed Lawn Tennis Club🎾  

So far, the only response to the request for information 
about this club, is from Anthony Iafrate who used to play 
tennis when he was a boy on the site of the Observatory, 
Cyncoed.  There were lots of courts there but he doesn’t 
recall it being called by this name.  If anyone can add 

anything further, please get in touch.

mailto:katiegsmith19@gmail.com
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To place your order call:

029 2068 9922
9am-3pm
Mon-Fri

LARGE MIXED PLANTER
13”x10”
X-LARGE MIXED PLANTER
18”x15”
4 HERB MIXED POT
10”x9”
LARGEWINDOW BOX
24”
WICKER HANGING BASKET
14”
SURFINIA HANGING BASKET

*We hope to add additional large perennials & smaller
planter options available June. Updates to follow.

V21 THE OAKS
GARDEN NURSERY

FREE DELIVERYTO
CARDIFF, BARRY&
SURROUNDING

AREAS**
**Please ask.

.

£16

£26

£12

£19

£19

£15

Minimum order £25
We are planning to complete deliveries early May 2021*
We will call you when your plants are ready to arrange delivery &
take payment by Card or Bank Transfer

On the theme of gardening, please note The Oaks Garden Nursery is open for 
telephone orders.  By way of an endorsement, my 2020 giant planter lasted right 
into autumn, with some plants either surviving winter or self-seeding to return this 
spring.  Remembering the disappointment of some Members last year, before 
placing this worthy advert, I rang to check that they would still have supplies 
when this E-Newsletter came out.  I was assured they would, but ……          

better get dialling!

E-mail: roathhistory@gmail.com  
 Telephone: 029 2048 2658 * Mobile/Text: 07801 544 823                                   

R.L.H.S. Web Site: www.roathlocalhistorysociety.org 

Looking forward to receiving your place bookings for our July events, as soon 
as possible, so we can plan accordingly.

😉 Wishing you all a very merry May,

Elizabeth Morgan,

R.L.H.S. Honorary Secretary.


