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A/.   Thursday, 1st. July @ 2.30 - A Walk in the Park, Peter Finch 

B/.   Thursday, 8th. July @ 2 o’clock prompt - Insole Court, Alun Salisbury 

C/.   Thursday, 15th. July @ 2.30 - Cathays Cemetery 

D/.   Thursday, 22nd. July @ 2.30 
Plus ça change: Traces of Old Cardiff, Geraint Denison-Kurg 

E/.   Thursday, 29th. July @  2.30 - St. Margaret’s Church, Jean Rose

This year’s events are free-of-charge to our Members with the exception of a modest £2.50 
for B/  Insole Court.  It must be said that Alun Salisbury is making no charge for his 
services, but access to the house incurs a fee - part of their much needed income stream.  
This was paid by R.L.H.S. when making the Group Booking and included in our tour is 
admission to their brand new audio exhibition This house is a Stage, detailing the history of 
the Insole family, I’m attaching the trailer: 

 https://www.insolecourt.org/whats-on/this-house-is-a-stage 

Incidentally, when making a private visit to this exhibition, it costs £5.00, so you are still 
getting a bargain!  Please give me your £2.50’s upon arrival, on the day - exact money 
please. 

Also, please note, a collection will be taken at E/  St. Margaret’s Church 

• Pre-registered Guests are very welcome to all our events, at £2.00 per. head. 
•   Because of covid restrictions, it is essential you REGISTER your interest in advance, for          
     all the events you’d like to attend; as there may be a limit to the size of gatherings. 
•   You will notice the events have an alphabetical reference (A,B,C,D or E).   

•   All you have to do, is 📧 E-mail: roathhistory@gmail.com  

     or if your prefer,        📞 Ring:  029 2048 2658 
•   Please give the NAME/S of the people coming and the letter (A,B,C,D or E) to indicate  
     the events you wish to attend - you can of course, come to them all! 

Elizabeth Morgan, R.L.H.S. Honorary Secretary

https://www.insolecourt.org/whats-on/this-house-is-a-stage
mailto:roathhistory@gmail.com
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A/  Thursday 1st. July @ 2.30 p.m.   
A Walk in the Park with Peter Finch  

- poet, psychogeographer, editor, literary promoter and real Cardiffian

A short Roath ramble through and along the 
borders of at least four of our local parks.  En 
route expect a dose of history, a few discoveries, 
tales and sights topped with a couple of poems 
delivered in expected style. 
www.peterfinch.co.uk  
🥾 Meeting Point:  
The centre of Alder Road (between Roath Park 
Recreation Ground and the Flower Gardens) 
🏁 Finish: 
Waterloo Gardens, in sight of St. Margaret’s 
Church 
🕰 Approximate Duration:   
1 ¼ hours

Peter’s best selling 
series Real Cardiff 
(£9.99), has now 
reached volume four.  

His most recent 
publications are 
Machineries of Joy 
(£9.99, Seren Books),  
a collection of poems  

and

Walking Cardiff 
(£14.99, Seren Books),  
a  guide to traversing 
the city created with 
the photographer  
John Briggs.

Should you be interested in obtaining one of the above, or any other of Peter’s publications,  
please contact him in advance at:  peter@peterfinch.co.uk 

mailto:peter@peterfinch.co.uk
http://www.peterfinch.co.uk
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B/  Thursday 8th. July @ 2 o’clock 
INSOLE COURT with Alun Salisbury 

    £2.50 (cash) per. person       
www.insolecourt.org 

An afternoon of pleasure, with 
a guided exploration of the 

house & its setting.   
Included will be the new 

storytelling audio exhibition,   
This house is a Stage,  

and a walk of discovery in the 
garden and grounds.  

🥾 Meeting Point:  
Porte-cochère (main entrance) 
🕰 Approximate Duration:   
2 ½ hours, with 30 minutes for 
tea at the mid-way point.

At this 'me I was an ac've member of the Western Front Associa'on, my wife and I visi'ng the Somme, Great War Ba=lefields 
a number of 'mes each year.  It was during one of these trips that we visited the grave of Captain Claud Insole M.C. 1st Ba=alion 
Welsh Guards, KIA 12th April 1918 returning with photographs of his grave.  This culminated in 2007 with the Friends plan'ng 
an acer Memorial Tree to Claud’s memory, which can be found with plaque in the north garden.   

In 2005 I read an ar'cle by Claude Hitching on the company James Pulham and Son who are best remembered these days for 
the picturesque rock gardens, ferneries, follies and gro=oes they constructed during the Victorian years oUen using man-made 
rocks which they made on site.  Realising that we had similar rocks in IC gardens, I wrote to Claude who agreed to visit when 
next in the area.  It was eight years before his visit by which 'me I had found a sealed up entrance and loop hole in the north 
rock-work.  Following his visit I managed to photograph the internal walls of what turned out to be a gro=o, which had not 
been seen for almost 80 years.  As a member of IC Archive Research Group this find encouraged me to write a paper: JAMES 
PULHAM AND SON. THE GARDENS OF ELY COURT; 1878-98 AND BEYOND.  The paper is s'll in draU format and currently 
exceeds 40 pages A4 sheet.  I am pleased to report that the 40+ pages are not all text for I have access to the Pulham family 
photograph album and my imagina'on and interpreta'on with drawings. 

TIMETABLE:  2 o’clock  Reception:   
collection of fees and division of group 
•   2.05  2 x 35 minute Tours split between 
ⅰ Tour of Insole House with Alun Salisbury, 
with an opportunity to visit the Book Shop & 
ⅱ Audio Exhibition 
•  3.15  Afternoon Tea 
•  3.55  Gardens & Grounds (35 minutes)  
•  4.30  Finish

I first became involved 
at Insole Court (IC) on 
my re'rement in 2004 
when I joined the 
Friends and became 
Membership Secretary.  
Later, I became a 
Welcomer/Guide at the 
Mansion, a most 
rewarding experience
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C/  Thursday, 15th. July @ 2.30 
A Guided Tour of  Cathays Cemetery 

with Gordon Hindess and/or John Farnhill

🥾 Meeting Point:  The Chapels, Fairoak Road entrance.   
Park inside the gates around the 2 roundabouts, situated either side of  the Chapels 
🏁 Finish:  Where we began, at The Chapels 

🕰 Approximate Duration:  1 ½ hours

Our visit will start with a Talk about the history of  the Cemetery and a tour of  the 
newly restored Chapel interiors.   
This will be followed by a guided route, taking in the graves of  the more famous people 
buried in the lower Cemetery, which is the original Victorian/Edwardian part.   
The Friends of  Cathays Cemetery have produced several publications, which will be 
available to purchase.  Please bring £5.00 notes and loose change, should you like to 
purchase a Memento Mori. 

                                                             http://cathayscemetery.coffeecup.com

http://cathayscemetery.coffeecup.com
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D/.  Thursday, 22nd. July @ 2.30 

Plus ça change: Traces of Old Cardiff with Geraint Denison-Kurg

🥾Meeting Point:  Castle Street, outside the front entrance to the castle.   
🏁 Finishing in Wood Street. 
🕰 Approximate Duration:  1 ¼ hours

Despite the best efforts of town planners in recent 
years to confine all traces of old Cardiff’s faded 

gentility to the waste paper basket, the town centre is 
littered with reminders of its long history since the 

time of the Romans. This gentle amble will trace some 
of the remnants of this rich and varied history, 
starting at the reconstructed West Gate of the 

borough by the castle. Broadly tracking the old town 
walls, as they were at the time of John Speed’s map in 

1610, different aspects from Cardiff’s Viking, 
mediaeval, early modern, Georgian and Victorian 

past will be revealed and discussed. The walk will end 
outside the new Theatre Royal on Wood Street, in 
the looming shadow of new Broadcasting House’s 

tawdry modernity.

Geraint Denison-Kurg is a committee member of R.L.H.S. and has recently been 
responsible for hosting the Zoom Lecture Series.  Furthermore, he has just agreed to take 

over the custodianship of the Society’s Library and Archive.  Geraint studied at both 
undergraduate and post-graduate level at Cardiff University, specialising in early modern 
Welsh political history, and for the last decade has been a director of an educational travel 
firm.  In his latter capacity, he has undertaken walking tours for groups all over Europe.  
However, a Cardiffian born and bred, Geraint’s great passion has always been Cardiff’s 

own history, and he has in recent years re-founded the area advisory group for the  
Roath Conservation Area, to defend and protect its rich architectural heritage.  During the 

course of his walk, Geraint hopes to show even the most ardent of Cardiff historians 
something they haven’t seen or noticed before!
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E/  Thursday, 29th. July @ 2.30 
St. Margaret’s Parish Church 

with Jean Rose

The Church was commissioned by the 3rd Marquess of Bute and built in 1870 to 
designs by John Prichard. It includes stonework and memorials from an ancient 
church on the same site, which was demolished in 1867.  The tower was completed in 
1927 to designs by John Coates Carter; the reredos by Ninian Comper in 1925.   
Tombs of members of the Bute family, including the 1st Marquess, are located in a 
magnificent mausoleum, added between 1881-86, which contains fine carvings, mosaic 
and stained glass.  It is a Grade I Listed building. 
                                                                                      • 
R.L.H.S Member, Jean Rose, author of “Cardiff Churches Through Time” and  
St. Margaret’s  Heritage Open Doors Guide, will lead a tour considering the exterior 
development of the Church and the treasures contained within. 
                                                                                      • 

www.roath.org.uk/StMargaret 
                                                                                      • 
                                                                                      • 
🥾 Meeting Point:  Outside the Church, around the Yew Tree 
St. Margaret’s Church, Waterloo Road, Roath 
🕰 Approximate Duration:  1 ¼ hours 
✝ A collection will be taken                                                                                                                                                                        

http://www.roath.org.uk/StMargaret

