
January, 2021 

Dear R.L.H.S. Members, 

Ring out the old, bring in the new as we Dance one year in, kiss one goodbye 
(Sunset Boulevard, The Perfect Year), it is fitting to reflect on the past 12 
months.  R.L.H.S. has succeeded in keeping going, albeit remotely.  Huge 
thanks must go to Ted Richards for building our website into such a useful 
resource, with new content consistently being added.  Our Lockdown                   
E-Newsletters have often become bumper editions, thanks to the many 
contributions and feedback received from you - our loyal Members (greatly 
appreciated and relied upon by me).  Also, we now, have a programme of Zoom 
Talks, ably launched and hosted by Geraint Denison-Kurg.  Of course, The 
Perfect Year for us all, will be when we can safely return to our old sociable 
lifestyles.  My wish to you, is that by the end of 2021, we will once again be 
able to come together to enjoy tea, biscuits and mince pies, while listening to 
excellent live lectures; and be free to make group visits to places of historical 
interest - some of life’s many simple pleasures, that are currently taboo. 

Jean Hosie was delighted to receive some lovely reminiscences concerning the 
Albany Road doctor’s surgery.  Betty Davies lived in the Bakery next door, 
where her father was the baker and her husband (Honorary Member,              
Barry Davies), was a great school friend of Jean’s late husband and his brother, 
who upon leaving school went on to conduct Meteorological Research in the 
Antarctic.  The Do you Remember? article, linked Jean and Barry enabling them 
to fill in over half a century of gaps!   

It came to light that the surgery receptionist I remembered was a Mrs Finch, 
who could be a bit of a terrier, but kept everything under control.  
Coincidentally, while watching the Christmas edition of Call the Midwife, 
Shelagh Turner complained to the fictional receptionist Miss Millicent Higgins 
about the lack of capacity of the new Lloyd George cards (the open-top buff 
envelopes I remembered).  Millicent’s solution was one stout rubber band for 
chronic invalids and two for hypochondriacs! 

Margaret Smith telephoned with invaluable information concerning not only 
the surgery, but the location of the Cardiff Rifle Club plus information and a 
photograph regarding one of Jennifer Phillips’s Rule relatives.  William Henry 
Rule married Amanda Masters.  Margaret’s mother became a close friend of 
Mrs. Amanda Rule, who lived to a great age - an estimated one-hundred-and-
four years. 
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Roath Local History Society 
Bringing History to Your Doorstep - since 1978



Meeting ID: 836 8543 6371  
Passcode: Cicero  

Link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83685436371?

pwd=VzBZU01Ed2FoUTI5TkFoaFBPWmsvUT09  
Log on from18.50 
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A Word to the Wise from Chairman Ted:

I continue to be amazed by the amount of research that took place in our Society 
during the 1980s.  I have recently digitised and uploaded onto our website:

Project Newsletter Volume 4 Number 2 

It describes the rapid urbanisation of the parish of Roath that took place in 
particular in the late 1800s. It also contains a list of all Roath streets and when 
house building first took place, if known, and any street name changes that have 
taken place.

The planning application which involved demolishing the Roath Park pub on City 
Road and replacing it with a block of flats was withdrawn at the last minute.  That 
is not to say that a revised plan of some sort will not be resubmitted at some stage 
in the future.  The Roath Park was part of the Brains company.  Newspapers have 
recently reported that Brains have put themselves up for sale or seeking new 
partners. The family business has strong Roath connections; residing in the area 
originally, having a brewery to produce bottled beers in Nora Street, was a partner 
in the malting company on East Tyndall Street where the imposing building still 
stands, and building their new brewery in East Moors.

‘The Pride of the West’ passing 
‘The Lizard’

Alexander K. Branden 
Museum of Cornish Life, Helston

Zoom Presentation 

Thursday, 14th. January  

Jennifer Phillips: Roath Rules 

Begins at 19.00 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83685436371?pwd=VzBZU01Ed2FoUTI5TkFoaFBPWmsvUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83685436371?pwd=VzBZU01Ed2FoUTI5TkFoaFBPWmsvUT09
https://roathlocalhistorysociety.org/local-history/project-newsletters/vol-4-no-2-the-streets-of-roath/


On the tiles in Pen-y-lan 

This summer I had the roof of my house overhauled, which involved the 
replacement of the ridge tiles.  They are made of Bridgwater tile, each one 
proudly stamped; and as the house was built in 1912, have lasted pretty well.  I 
grew up just two streets away in Kimberley Road, where all the roofs are made 
of Welsh slate, as is the case for most of Roath, down to the foreshore.  This led 
me to ponder, with Julian Carter, how in less than a decade between laying out 
the two streets, things had changed.  Of course, the Great Strike at Penrhyn 
Quarry, Bethesda (which lasted 3-years from 22nd November, 1900), 
contributed to the demise of the Welsh slate industry.  At its peak, Penrhyn was 
the largest slate quarry in the world, employing 2800 workers who “roofed the 
world”. 

Julian has a great interest in family history and knows that for hundreds of 
years, many of his ancestors lived in various parts of the West Country before, 
in the 19th Century, joining the workforce of industrial South Wales.  With his 
roots in mind, he did a little digging, which has led to the following article: 

Bridgwater Brick and Tile in Cardiff  

From my observations, it seems that a “clay tile boom” started in the Edwardian 
period with Welsh slate being more prevalent before then. The suburbs of 
Cardiff were expanding rapidly and the demand for building materials would 
have been great.  

Brick and tile is an obviously heavy and bulky material which, in past times, 
would be produced for fairly local use to save the cost of transport.  Access to 
sea transport made wider use possible.  

The coal trade by sea from Cardiff was not just to far flung foreign markets. 
Well into the twentieth century, coal was still carried in small vessels on short 
cross-channel voyages to the ports and harbours of the west country.   
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Elizabeth raised my interest generally in the roofs of     
Pen-y-lan and Roath.  Looking around, there are many 
roofs similar to hers and the use of clay, tile and brick was 
extensive, not only in this immediate area but other parts of 
Cardiff as well. This caused me to wonder why this was 
such a popular material. Was it fashion? Was it builder or 
architects’ preference? Were the west-countrymen 
represented by a particularly effective sales force?



Brick and tile manufacture was the principal industry of Bridgwater in the 19th 
century and well into the 20th. It was hard labour-intensive work using local 
clay. There were several factories on the banks of the River Parrett near the 
centre of the town. 

Looking at the marks on Elizabeth’s tiles, the ridge tiles were made by Barham 
Brothers and the flat “Rosemary” tiles are marked the “Linton”.  The many 
manufacturers each had the own mark.  Barham Brothers seem to have been one 
of the largest firms.  

As the 20th century progressed, brick and tile production became a mass-
production, mechanised industry, organised on a nationwide basis relying on 
distribution by road and rail.  Also, the introduction of concrete tiles and blocks 
largely superseded clay. The industry at Bridgwater declined.  In the case of 
Barham Brothers, they closed in 1965 after 108 years and their site has become 
the Somerset Brick and Tile Museum at East Quay, Bridgwater, TA6 4DB 
tells the story of this industry https://swheritage.org.uk/our-sites/brick-and-
tile-museum/  Nowadays, large-scale production and long-distance distribution 
means that local variation has almost disappeared.  New houses in all parts of 
Britain tend to look the same wherever they are.  

Incidentally, the eagle-eyed among you, may have noticed that 
high on both apexes of my roof, now sit two mythical Welsh 
dragons.  They didn’t come from Wales or the West Country, but 
Kent, the garden of England!  Made to order and to quicken the 
curing process, they were taken outside each day to bask in the 
summer sun; eventually being ready, just in time for the August 
Bank Holiday.  They are my house guardians and are named 
Mog and Hari! 
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The Fanny Jane loading at Barhams yard, Bridgwater 1907

Bridgwater required coal for its 
brick and tile works and this was 
shipped from Cardiff and other 
south Wales ports.  Having 
unloaded at Bridgwater, vessels 
returning to Cardiff, had an ideal 
cargo in the form of brick and tile. 
This must have been an efficient 
and cheap means of transport and 
the cost of the material delivered 
to Cardiff for the local building 
trade would have been 
advantageous.

https://swheritage.org.uk/our-sites/brick-and-tile-museum/
https://swheritage.org.uk/our-sites/brick-and-tile-museum/


Coming soon . . . . . . Upon gaining the position of Senior Librarian at the 
Welsh Office, Malcolm Ranson, his wife Joan and three children moved from 
Reading to Cardiff.  In August 1970, they settled into a brand new house in 
Wellwood; at the time, part of the on-going development of Llanederyn.  
Malcolm still lives in this house, which has become the nucleus of his extended 
family for the past 50 years.  Throughout this time, Malcolm has studied the 
history and charted the development of the area, which he will be Zooming on: 

Top Tip:  If you log on to our Zoom Talks early, turn on your camera and 
microphone and just as usual, you will be able to meet and greet each other.  
Geraint will override this function when the lecture is due to begin.   

Iechyd da!    

Elizabeth Morgan.                                                                                              
R.L.H.S. Honorary Secretary.
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E-mail: roathhistory@gmail.com  

 Telephone: 029 2048 2658 * Mobile/Text: 07801 544 823                                   

R.L.H.S. Web Site: www.roathlocalhistorysociety.org 

THURSDAY 11th FEBRUARY @ 19.00 
 From This …… 

 To This …… 

LLANEDERYN  

- Farmland to Council Estate 
with Malcolm Ranson 

Passcode: Cicero.  Link and Meeting ID in our February E-Newsletter


