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November 2020 

Dear R.L.H.S. Members, 
 

Compiling this month’s Newsletter in a darkening room, as the rain pours and 

the tail-end of Hurricane Epsilon lashes the leaves from the trees, there can be 
no doubt - autumn has arrived! For me, the return to full Lockdown and the 
adverse weather conditions, provides no excuses for avoiding revision. This 
month, papers for three final examination will be arriving by post in sealed 
envelopes. At the prescribed time, candidates throughout Wales, will open their 
computers and click on a Google link. With our screens angled to show us 
seated in empty rooms, and with a clear view of our hands; invigilators will 
monitor our every move, as we open the envelopes and complete this bleak 
challenge! 

 
Each Talk will have its own specific link, Meeting ID and Passcode. 
The link for December’s The Life of a Coroner is: 

 
 

Instructions for accessing Zoom Talks: 
• On the evening click the link provided. 
• Alternatively, if you have your own Zoom Account, open it and join the 

meeting using the meeting ID. 
• You will then be asked for a passcode. 
• Please join a little before 19.30 and wait in the virtual waiting room to be 

admitted. 

Roath Local History Society 
Bringing History to Your Doorstep - since 1978 

Thanks to the positive response received from you, R.L.H.S. will 
also be embracing technology. Commencing this December we will 
be launching a series of online Talks. These presentations will be 
hosted by our new Committee Member, the urbane and sartorially 
elegant, Geraint Denison-Kurg. 

Alan Knight’s daughter Rachel, will lead off the season. Rachel is 
a criminal barrister who works part-time for both the 
Crown Prosecution Service and, as an Assistant Coroner, for the 
Coronial Area of South Wales Central. 
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• You will be muted automatically when you join the meeting. 
• As questions occur to you, please type them into the ‘Chat’ window, so 

Geraint can ask them at the end, on your behalf. 
 

The other day, as I took a short cut across the Rec, I stumbled upon this plaque. 
Obviously put at the base of a young tree, 8 years ago, I was intrigued to find 
out more: 

 

R.L.H.S. Interactive Zoom Lecture Series 

THE LIFE OF A CORONER 

Life and Death in the Service of the Crown 

by Rachel Knight 

Wednesday, 9th. December, 19.30 

 
 

 
 

A talk about the interesting remit of the work covered by Her Majesty’s Coroners including 
death certification, the decision to investigate and the inquest process. 

Rachel is happy to undertake a Q&A session at the conclusion of her presentation. 

 
Fields in Trust was founded in 1925 to 

champion and protect parks and 
recreational green spaces, for people to 

enjoy in perpetuity - 
Because once lost, they are lost forever 

 
Her Majesty The Queen has been the 

charity’s Patron since 1952. 
Queen Elizabeth Ⅱ Fields were 

established in 2012 to commemorate the 
Monarch’s Diamond Jubilee 

 
Since 2013 the President has been 

HRH The Duke of Cambridge, who took 
over the role in 2013, upon the retirement, 
after 66 years’ service, of his grandfather 

HRH The Duke of Edinburgh 
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Later the same day, I became entranced by the lovely whooping calls of the 
starlings, as they gathered around the pinnacles of St. Rainbow Bargains! You 
never know what you’ll discover on your doorstep; something that’s illustrated 

in the next article, concerning one of the past neighbours of 
Carol and Charles Ball. 

 
 
 

The time when the nephew of a mass murderer lived in Roath 
 

In 1964 a man named Karl Kramer moved into 62 Arabella Street, as a lodger, with 
Mrs Beatrice Williams who was the resident owner at the time. 

 
It turned out he was the nephew of the notorious Nazi Joseph Kramer who 
commanded the Belsen concentration camp and was known as the 'Beast of Belsen'. 
Karl was deaf and dumb and after working in Ireland for a time came to Cardiff trying 
to escape from any connection with his notorious uncle. Joseph Kramer had been 
hanged in 1945 for war crimes. 

 
Karl communicated through sign language with Beatrice Williams and her son-in-law. 
He told his story to Hector Feeney who was the Superintendent of the Mission for the 
Deaf in Windsor Place in Cardiff. 

 
In 1965 Karl left all his belongings at his lodgings in Arabella Street and disappeared. 
He never returned and nobody knew what happened to him. Hector Feeney 
suspected he fled the city as someone found out about his past. 

 
Hope this will be of interest to the Membership, maybe someone can add to the 
story? 
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In response to 

Peter Gillard’s letter of last 

month, Alun Salisbury 
sent in the ivy-covered 

photograph above. 

BEFORE 

. I once chose this 

magnificent cake from here. It 

was topped with edible flowers 
from the adjoining kitchen 
garden where much of the 

café produce is grown - I can’t 

wait for a return visit! 

AFTER 

Insole Court, The Potting Shed 

Enclosed/attached to this E-Newsletter is a leaflet containing a wide range of 

Ben Childs PhotoArt 

This is because there are now only four Roath Calendars left, and Ben has decided that 
during the run-up to Christmas, any items R.L.H.S. Members would like to purchase, will 

generate a donation to R.L.H.S. funds. If you order direct, be sure to put R.L.H.S. after 
your surname. 

Alternatively, you can arrange an order through me, by ‘phone or e-mail. 
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My thanks to long-standing Member Deanne Pickstone, for kindly contributing 
the following piece: Two Thousand Years of Religion in Cardiff. It is based on a 
Talk and article she originally gave to COG (Cyncoed Old Guild). 

 
TWO THOUSAND YEARS OF RELIGION IN CARDIFF 

 
Two thousand years ago most of south-east Wales was inhabited by the Silures who 
lived in a series of Hill Forts, one being at Caerau, Ely.  Not much is known about  
the Silures, but we do know that they had religious beliefs. In the 19th century a 
Cromlech or open-air temple was found at Radyr.  In 50 AD the Silures were 
betrayed and defeated by the Roman army, who built three forts on what is now the 
site of Cardiff Castle. The Romans left Cardiff around 380 AD. 

 
In the 2nd century AD, St. Fagan and his companion brought Christianity to the 
area, hence the district of St. Fagans. A church dedicated to St. Fagan was built, 
near the Holy Well. After the Norman Conquest, the first castle and St. Mary’s 
Church was built on the site. The church was renovated in Victorian times, but the 
original Norman arches are still visible. The Holy Well is also still in existence today, 
situated between the two lower fishponds of the 1560, St. Fagans Castle. 

 
In 257 AD St. Mellonious was born in Cardiff. He later became Bishop of Rouen 
Cathedral and is buried there. Around that time, a Welsh king or chief Euwg, was 
baptised in the Rumney River and his people built a wattle and daub church. The 
Normans replaced it with a stone church dedicated to St. Mellonious, hence the 
district of St. Mellons. Monks also built a chapel at Llanrumney. From the earliest 
times to 1850 an annual race was held on St. Mellonious Day, from the chapel to an 
Inn, by the church.  The winner was given the blue clapper of the Sanctus Bell, 
which was duly handed back before the next service. Legend has it, this is how the 
present Blue Bell Inn got its name. 

 
In the 5th century St. Edeyrn a British Prince, built a church at Llanedeyrn. Again 
the Normans replaced it with the present day church. In the church annals of 1236, 
the chapel of Llanforda was built at Coed-y-Gores near Chapelwood. Converted  
into a house, it stood there until 1950. 

 
St. Canna or Treganna in Welsh, sang to her congregation from the bridge over the 
River Taff. Hence the district of Pontcanna. In 1871, when St. John’s Church was 
opened, a chapel was dedicated to St. Canna. 

 
In the 6th century St. Cadoc built his church by the magic well of Ffynnon Catwg, in 
Creigiau. Although altered many times St. Catwg’s Church has stood on this site for 
1,500 years. 

 
Also in the 6th century St. Isan had his mission church at the Oval in Llandennis 
Road. Today the spring and burial mound of the monks is still visible. The Normans 
built St. Dennis Church in Lisvane in the early 1100’s and also St. Isan’s at 
Llanishen. 



6  

Richard Williams, the nephew of Thomas Cromwell (Henry VⅡⅠ’s chief minister) was 
born at Llanishen. He changed his name to Cromwell and became the South Wales 
Commissioner for the Suppression of Monasteries.  He was the grandfather of  
Oliver Cromwell. 

 
St. Teilo built the first Cathedral at Llandaff in the 6th century. In 1100 the Norman, 
Robert FitzHammon, 1st Lord of Glamorgan, built the second cathedral on the site. 
In 1188 Archbishop Baldwin of Llandaff recruited volunteers for the Third Crusade. 
In 1100 in Cardiff town, Lord FitzHammon also built the Priory Church of St. Mary; 
beside the River Taff, on what is now the corner of Wood Street with St. Mary Street 
- hence its name. In 1180 St. John’s Church was opened. Today, nearly 900 years 
later it is Cardiff’s Parish Church. In the 13th century, the Blackfriars Monastery in 
the Castle grounds, and Greyfriars Friary, just outside the town walls in 
Crockherbtown were founded. At Rumney, St. Augustine’s Church was built, its 
Norman West Door still survives, but the tower dates from the 15th century. 

 
St. Margaret’s Church was built beside the Norman Rath Court, later rebuilt in 1826 
as Roath Court.  It is now a Funeral Home.  The Norman church played an  
important role in the community for 700 years. Its fishponds and mill were in use  
until 1897. The Norman church was demolished in 1868 by the 1st Marquis of Bute. 
The present church was opened in 1870 and houses the Bute Mausoleum. 

 
It is thought that the district name of Whitchurch was derived from the Norman 
church built in 1126, which was probably whitewashed. In 17th century it was 
replaced, but this church was demolished in 1904 after it was replaced by the 
present day St. Mary’s Church, built in 1884. It is remembered in the street name of 
Old Church Road. 

 
The Normans recognised the importance of the old Silurian Hill Fort at Caerau near 
Ely, and built a castle there together with the church of St. Mary. Until 1957 services 
continued to be held there, eventually closing when it became a constant target for 
vandals. Since 1970 the church has been a ruin. 

 
In the 1920’s when the Great Heath became a residential area, many roads were 
named after the Norman churches. The outlying villages, with their Norman 
churches became the Suburbs of Cardiff. 

 
From the reign of Henry VⅠⅡ until the start of the Victorian era, Cardiff suffered its 
ups and downs. The Dissolution of the Monasteries brought hardship to Cardiff. 
Only the ruins of the Dominican Blackfriars Monastery remain, conserved within the 
Castle grounds. Greyfriars Franciscan Friary has been obliterated by office blocks, 
its former significance remembered in the street names of Greyfriars Road and 
The Friary. 
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In 1555, during the terror reign of Catholic Queen Mary, Rawlins White, a Cardiff 
fisherman aged seventy, was burnt at the stake as a heretic. A plaque was later 
placed on the wall of the old (demolished) Town Hall. In Bethany Chapel, St. Mary 
Street, which was built on the site of his martyrdom, a memorial plaque was 
unveiled in 1907. When the chapel was sold to James Howell store, the bronze 
plaque was installed in the Men’s Clothing department. Today there is still a 
figurehead of Rawlins White in St. John’s Church. 

 
The long reign of Protestant Queen Elizabeth Ⅰ, brought trade and prosperity to 
Cardiff. It was described as having wide streets and many stone houses. 

 
In January 1607 a huge tidal wave hit Cardiff and the surrounding areas, resulting in 
widespread damage and loss of life. The flooding and destruction to St. Marys 
Church, proved irrevocable. 

 
Then in 1645 came the Civil War with its misery. On Easter Sunday, 1646, Oliver 
Cromwell’s troops marched into Llandaff Cathedral, imprisoning the clergy and its 
congregation. The cathedral was used as a stable, the choir stall a calf pen and the 
font became a pig trough. Left as a partial ruin, in 1723 a storm destroyed the south-
west Tower, which toppled into the Nave. The third Cathedral was not rebuilt until 
1803. In 1941, the cathedral was severely damaged by World War Ⅱ bombing. It 
was reopened in 1960 with Epstein’s statue Christ in Majesty towering over the 
Nave. 

 
During Charles Ⅱ’s reign there was the Popish Plot, when it was erroneously alleged 
that the Pope was intending to invade and replace Protestant Charles Ⅱ, with his 
Roman Catholic brother James. Hysteria broke out. Two Roman Catholic priests, 
Phillip Evans and John Lloyd were hung, drawn and quartered on the Gallows Field. 
This was situated where today, Crwys Road forms part of a five-way junction. On 
this corner, the National Westminster Bank bears a commemorative plaque. 

 
In 1697, during Georgian times, Cardiff’s first Nonconformist Church was built in 
Womanby Street and given the name Trinity. In 1847 it burnt down, but was rebuilt 
with a classical frontage and Trinity incised in its stonework, this can still be seen 
today. 

 
When the Industrial Revolution came, people flocked to the new industrial towns for 
work. In 1838 when the 3rd Marquis of Bute opened the first dock in Cardiff, the 
increased trading this brought, saw the population rocket. In response, the new 
suburbs of Adamsdown, Butetown and Splott were created. It was also the era of a 
religious revival, and diverse religious communities. 
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In Cardiff town itself many religious buildings were erected. The Masonic Hall in 
Guildford Street was originally built in 1863 for the Methodists. The Presbyterian 
Church in Windsor Place built in 1866 is now the City Reformed Church. The 
Welsh-speaking Tabernacle Baptist Chapel in The Hayes opened in 1865, its Grade 
Ⅱ* listed and still going strong. The Wood Street Congregational Church evening 
services used to attract over 2,000 people. It was demolished in 1973. The French 
Gothic Chapel of the Welsh Calvinistic Methodists in Churchill Way was opened in 
1878 and is now a restaurant. 

 
In Charles Street, the Quakers opened their Meeting House in 1838 and the present 
one in 1888. St. David’s Roman Catholic Cathedral was opened in 1887. Opposite 
was the English Congregational church, built in 1885. A fashionable area at the 
time, pews were rented at 2s.6d. a quarter. 

 
Adamsdown Eglwys Dewi Sant was opened in 1889 in Howard Gardens and 
destroyed by bombing in 1941. Since 1956 services have been held in the former 
Anglican, St. Andrews Church. St. Andrew’s former congregation joined St. Teilo’s 
Church in Woodville Road, Cathays. Mount Tabor Methodist Chapel opened in 1875 
in Moira Terrace; since 1953 it has been the Cardiff Reform Synagogue. Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, built in 1893 in Pearl Street is now a Sikh Gurdwara. St. German’s 
Church was built in 1884 and a few years later, St. James’s Church on Newport 
Road. 

 
Butetown attracted a myriad of nationalities and this is reflected in its religions. 
Anglican St. Mary’s Church was opened in 1843. 
The Greek Orthodox Church of St. Nicholas, opened in 1906. 
The first mosque was built in Pearl Street. 
The Norwegian Church built by the entrance to the West Dock, moved wholly and 
restated at the headland of Cardiff Bay. 
St Paul’s Roman Catholic Church in Tyndall Street, which opened in 1870, was 
replaced by a larger building which closed in 1967 and was demolished in 1970. 
The present St. Paul’s R.C. Church is on Cyncoed Road. 

 
Splott has two beautiful churches, St. Saviours with its lovely gardens was built in 
1888, in Splott Road. St. Alban’s Roman Catholic Church opened as a Mission 
Church in 1891; with the present church opening in 1911. The Salvation Army took 
over the old Mount Herman Methodist Church on Splott Bridge, using it until 1980. 

 
In the 20th century many new religious buildings from a diversity of faiths have been 
built. Religion in its many forms is thriving some 2,000 years after Cardiff was first 
created. 
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Following on from Tim O’Shea’s photographs, I received an e-mail from a 
Mr Paul Wellbeloved, the grandson of Mr Wellbeloved, the Milkman. Paul 
has been living in France for 10 years, but was sent the October E-Newsletter, 
with the picture of the little children in the milk trike, by one of our Members. 
Paul has shared a wonderful photograph of Francis Arthur Wellbeloved’s other 
smart rig and included the following pen-sketch about the family business. 

 

 

My Grandfather Francis Arthur Wellbeloved was born in 1896 in Barton Regis, just 
outside Bristol. Prior to 1901 he moved to 48 Arabella Street, before moving to 
Moy Road. He died in 1952, six weeks after I was born. 

 
He married Edith Margaret Blanchford, who was born in Leicester (Hampshire ?). 

 
They had three children: Margaret Joyce Wellbeloved b 1923, Arthur Cyril 
Wellbeloved b. 1925 and Denis Francis Wellbeloved b. 1927 (my father). 

 
When my grandfather died, Margaret took over the round and expanded it to take 
in the then new Lakeside estate. She carried on until the late 1970s when the round 
was sold to Farmers & Dairymen. 
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Paul, grew up in Cardiff and went to Roath Park Junior School. This is his 
class photograph from 1963, with some of the names of the classmates he 
remembers: 

 
 
 

Back Row: Tony Perks, Chris Davies, Martin Evans, Michael Lawson, Barry 
Driscoll, Malcolm Young, Geoffrey Rees. 
3rd Row: Paul Richards, Paul Wellbeloved, Timothy Jarrold, Ian Germain, 
Neil Brewer, D. Burke, Paul Hatto, Robert Denning, John Thayer (of Ice Cream 
fame). 
2nd Row: P Hopkins, L Callahagn, L Evans, Elaine Harris, Morag Payne, J Jones, 
J Hughes-Lewis. 
1st Row: Derek King, Peter Rees, Paul Roach, Martin Langford, Neil Tucker, 
David Evans, Peter Morgan, Clive Richards 
Teachers: Miss M L Singer (Head Mistress) and Mr A L Clark (Form Teacher) 
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Ted Richards writes: City Road has turned out to be our focus recently but for two 

different reasons. In September we published a blog about Viscount John Sankey. He 

was Lord Chancellor in Ramsey MacDonald’s cabinet. He grew up on City Road and 

aDended St Margaret's church. His career was fascinating, starting off as a lawyer in 

Cardiff before Lloyd-George appointed him Chairman of the Coal Industry Commission 

which became known as the Sankey Commission the surprise conclusion of which was 

that coal mines should be nationalised. John Sankey is also regarded as being at the 

forefront in drawing up that constitution of the Church in Wales which is still in place 

today. You can read more about his life in our blog: 

Viscount John Sankey, Lord Chancellor – Roath’s top brief 
 

This month we have learnt that the Roath Park pub on City Road is under threat of 

demolition to be replaced by more flats. Whilst the Roath Local History Society is not 

a preservation or campaigning group we are sometimes able to lend a hand to people 

by providing historical information or sometimes carrying out some basic research. 

The Lord Mayor, Daniel De'Ath, contacted us and asked about the Roath Park. Luckily 

we have an expert on hand who knows a lot about City Road, our own 

Malcolm Ranson. This led to the publication of our latest blog: Roath Park Hotel 
 

By sheer coincidence both these blog articles can be linked by this lovely old photograph of 

City Road, then called Castle Road. On the right where the ladies are standing in their finery is the 

Roath Park Hotel. The second house on the leW is the house where John Sankey grew up, now 

171 City Road, the SouvLike Greek restaurant. 
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Please continue sending in your contributions. 

With every good wish to you all, 

 

Elizabeth Morgan. 

R.L.H.S. Honorary Secretary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Telephone: 07305549021 

Website:  
classicaleducationforum.org 

 
 

INFORMAL ADULT EDUCATION COURSES FOR ALL 

Including Humanities, Arts, Languages - Ancient & Modern 

Many of you may already be familiar with Liz Mayor, 
Founder and Director of Studies at CEF, now sited at 

6a Dalcross Street, Roath, CF24 4UB 

As an educational body, it will be reopening after the Wales lockdown on November 9th, 
when it will continue to offer classes in a covid-safe environment. 

E-mail:   roathhistory@gmail.com 

Telephone: 029 2048 2658 * Mobile/Text: 07801 544 823 

R.L.H.S. Web Site: www.roathlocalhistorysociety.org 

mailto:roathhistory@gmail.com
http://www.roathlocalhistorysociety.org/
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