
Dear R.L.H.S. Members, 

Happy St. David’s Day!  How did daffodils became one of our national 
emblems? Could it simply be that now is the time they come into 
bloom?  Of course, the Welsh name ‘Cenhinen Bedr’ translates as 
‘Peter's leek’, so maybe they are, after all, just a different kind of leek!  
David Lloyd George chose to wear a flower, rather than a vegetable, in 
his buttonhole on this day.  He also encouraged its use at the investiture 
of Edward, the Prince of Wales, in 1911 - altogether a busy year for 
him, with the introduction of the National Insurance Act, promising 
health and unemployment benefits for all. 

For those of you who enjoyed last month’s talk about Doctor Price, a 
new all singing, all dancing version of his life is being premiered this 
month by the National Theatre of Wales! 
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National Theatre Wales Hail Cremation!  
Newbridge Memo, Newbridge  
23 March – 4 April 2020  

Passionate Welshman Brutish Anarchist Legendary 
surgeon Father of modern cremation Victorian eccentric 

Sartorial genius Visionary Charlatan… Almost totally 
forgotten. Hail Cremation! is a musical odyssey through 

the life of cremation pioneer, Dr William Price … 
www.nationaltheatrewales.org

http://www.nationaltheatrewales.org/
http://www.nationaltheatrewales.org/


On behalf of his community group, Dr Tudur Davies contacted R.L.H.S. looking for support for 
an online petition re. the following campaign: 

We are campaigning to save a historic school building in Cowbridge in the Vale of Glamorgan. This 
was the first school built specifically for the secondary education of girls throughout both England and 
Wales following the Welsh Intermediate Education Act of 1889. There is currently a planning 
application seeking to demolish the school. Despite objection from the local community, the developer 
has refused to retain the original building and Cadw have refused to list the building. We have 
independent experts who have contested Cadw’s decision, however are yet to persuade them to 
change their position. 

In response, we are trying to obtain a debate in the Welsh Assembly to either persuade the Welsh 
Government to list the building or provide additional funds to the developer to convert rather than 
demolish the building. 

I appreciate that this isn’t the primary focus of your society and that it is not a local issue for you, but 
as a group interested in heritage issues it would be appreciated if you could help us on a matter of 
national importance by forwarding this email to your members to direct them to the online petition: 

https://www.assembly.wales/en/gethome/e-petitions/Pages/petitiondetail.aspx?PetitionID=1741 

Further information about the school and our campaign can be found at:
 http://oldgirlsschool.wales/school/ 

To end as I began, on a flowery note, I’ve just attended a 
very interesting lecture by Bob Priddle, at the 
Christchurch Garden Club  

www.christchurchgardenclub.co.uk  
The talk was about the history and work of the  
National Garden Scheme - the yellow book of gardens 
that open for charity.   
I have obtained some copies of the Glamorgan & Gwent 
book, that I’ll bring to our meeting for anyone whose 
interested - there are a couple of local gardens listed. 
Also, looking ahead to spring: 

💐 RHS🌷  Flower🌼 Show🌹 Cardiff🌻  
takes place from Friday, 17th - Sunday, 19th April 

10.00 - 17.00 at Bute Park 
www.rhs.org.uk/shows-events/rhs-flower-show-cardiff 

E-mail: roathhistory@gmail.com  
 Telephone: 029 2048 2658 * Mobile/Text: 07801 544 823                                   

R.L.H.S. Web Site: www.roathlocalhistorysociety.org 

Best regards, Elizabeth Morgan, R.L.H.S. Honorary Secretary.
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