
The Norwegian Seaman’s Church 

Cardiff’s original Norwegian Church offered a haven and taste of 
home, for Scandinavian seamen.  Although built from corrugated 

iron, the exterior was based on a traditional Norwegian  
village church.   

Inside it was calm and peaceful, with walls covered in paintings, 
plants and a sailing ship model suspended from the ceiling above 

the chancel.  Portraits of the royal families of Norway, Denmark and 
Sweden hung together with paintings of the Norwegian scenery.  

Tapestry runners and miniature national flags decorated the tables.  
The church acted as a seaman’s mission - with Scandinavian 

newspapers and magazines and facilities for writing letters home.  
Sailors could relax and converse with friends in their native tongue.  
When in1987, the old church was dismantled, archive material etc. 

was rescued and carefully stored,  
awaiting re-erection. 

The Norwegian Church Preservation Trust was set up in the 
mid-80’s with an appeal launched in both Wales and Norway.  Roald 

Dahl, who had been christened in the church, became its first 
President.  The reconstructed, wooden building was opened in  
April 1992 by Princess Martha Louise of Norway and in 1995,  

The Welsh Norwegian Society was founded. 
Nowadays, the church is run as an Arts Centre, Gift Shop and Cafe, 

hosting numerous exhibitions, concerts and functions.

The model sailing ship 
is still suspended above 

the main body of the 
church.

At the end of the 
afternoon. R.L.H.S. 
Members enjoyed 

welcome refreshments at 
the Norsk Coffee Shop, 

complete with an 
enthralling view and 

fantastic weather.   
The only cloud on the 

horizon being that since 
the Norwegian Church 
Preservation Trust was 
transferred to Cardiff 

County Council in 2006,  
they are now considering 

plans to turn it into a  
Costa Coffee concession!

Window created by 
local artist Rhiannon 

Powell in 2012, 
commemorating the 
20th. Anniversary of 

the church’s relocation.



Cardiff Bay

One of the vintage Cardiff Pilot 
Cutters, sailing in the Bay the 

afternoon of our visit.  They used to 
take the navigation pilots to the 

ships, waiting in the Bristol Chanel 
in order to be safely guided into 

harbour.

Inevitably, the vast volume of traffic and limited time available, resulted in ships 
missing the tide.  The remnants of wooden dolphins, used to tie up the ships, stranded 

without a berth, can also still be seen today. 

Cardiff has the 2nd. highest tide in the world, with a varying 
window when all movement in and out of dock, has to be achieved.  

These Semaphore Stations used to manually direct all shipping 
entering and leaving port. 

In it’s hay-day the moorings were so packed, with ships both 
exporting iron and coal and importing building materials, it was 
feasible to cross the bay by hopping from one ship to another. 


