
Dear R.L.H.S. Members,

Next season’s brochure should be on your doormat by mid-August, along with an A4 
Membership Renewal Form.  Could everyone please help by returning the completed form 
to me before we start back on Thursday, 12th. September.  This way I can process 130 
memberships at my leisure and have your cardboard Membership Card / receipt, ready 
and waiting at our first meeting.

Either reply by post enclosing any remittance due, or electronically, by scanning and e-
mailing the completed form, with details of the electronic payment made. 

*Because of data protection laws, it is important everyone signs the SIGNATURE strip.  

Should you have recently joined and have an 18 month Membership, or be an Honorary 
Member, still fill in a new form and tick the box:                                                                  
🔲  Extended Membership Offer / Honorary Member                                                   
*Please use the A4 Membership Renewal form (rather than the small version at the back of 
the brochure) - it’s easier for you to read and fill out, better for me to file and has the 
advantage of keeping your brochure intact to reference, throughout the coming year.

Roath Local History Society 
Bringing History to Your Doorstep - since 1978

🗿 R.L.H.S. Research Forum🗿                 

The Research Group is open to all Members who would like to share, offer and receive support for 

their individual research projects.  Also ongoing, is a Group Project, engaged in the study of 

Wellfield Road.  Meetings are held every two months, on the third Tuesday of the month, the next 

date being: Tuesday, 25th. September, 2019.  This meeting will be held at Peter Gillard’s home:                                                             

9, Brynhill, St. Edeyrns Road, Cyncoed, Cardiff.  (029 2241 1717)                                                       

If you are interested in giving it a go, just let Peter know in advance you will be coming.          

Next season, after many decades of service to R.L.H.S.  
Peter Gillard and Malcolm Ranson are stepping down from Committee, 

to simply enjoy being Honorary Life Members.   
This means, we have vacancies on the Committee that need to be filled next season.  

Please let me, or other Committee Members know if you are prepared to lend a hand - 
preferably ahead of September’s AGM.  Thank-you                                                            

029 2048 2658                                            roathhistory@gmail.com



He has the unique distinction of playing Test Cricket for England and Rugby Union for 
Wales.  He also represented Wales in Hockey and Squash.  Maurice was born in East 
Grove in 1906, but in his first year the family moved to Penylan Road.  He was from a 
distinguished Cardiff family, prominent in the commercial, civic, religious and sporting 
life of the city. 

He was a prolific public schoolboy batsman at Downend, a successful Cambridge 
University Captain and won 9 Test Caps.  However, it was his career as a player, captain 
and secretary of Glamorgan (1924 -39) that was his cricketing legacy.  He transformed a 
club that was on the brink of extinction to respectability and his side formed the basis of 
the championship winning team of 1948.  So dire was Glamorgan’s financial state that it 
was said that this debonair and charming man danced as many yards across the dance 
halls of South Wales, at fundraising functions, as he had scored runs. 

The highlight of his rugby career was making his international debut in the first Welsh 
victory at Twickenham, in 1933.  He also scored the winning goal for the Welsh hockey 
team on his 1st. appearance.  In addition, he headed a consortium that built the Cardiff 
Squash Club in Pontcanna. 

A fuller account of the life of Maurice Turnbull can be found on the R.L.H.S. Website:  
https://roathlocalhistorysociety.org >Local History>People  

This details the remarkable achievements of the boy who held his first bat and passed 
his first ball on our Roath “Rec”, in the early years of the last century. 

Graeme Brown.

The 5th. of August will be the 75th. Anniversary of 
the death in Normandy of  

Major Maurice Turnbull of the Welsh Guards 

He has been described as  
“Wales most complete all-round sportsman”

Maurice Turnbull

https://roathlocalhistorysociety.org
http://www.apple.com/uk
https://roathlocalhistorysociety.org
http://www.apple.com/uk


Everyone going to Tewkesbury was given a paper, prepared by Peter Gillard for the 
Research Group entitled “Robert Fitzhamon, Tewkesbury Abbey and the Roath 
Connection”.  Since our visit, I’ve been able to add a little supplementary information and 
some photographs.  I’ve included this for general interest as one of the PDF’s.

Hoping the holiday month allows us all to enjoy some🌞 sunny⛱ summer🍉 days,

Best regards,

Elizabeth Morgan.  R.L.H.S. Honorary Secretary.

E-mail: roathhistory@gmail.com  
 Telephone: 029 2048 2658 * Mobile/Text: 07801 544 823                                   

R.L.H.S. Web Site: www.roathlocalhistorysociety.org 

Ted’s tongue in cheek commentary of our visit to Tewkesbury: 

Went to Tewkesbury Abbey today see this guy, William Fitzhamon, and ask him 
what he was playing at marching into Wales, defeating our Welsh prince and 
establishing a Norman castle in the middle of Cardiff.  He didn't have a lot to 
say for himself - he's been dead 900 years.  Being a second cousin of William 
the Conqueror he probably thought he could do what he liked, but that's no 
excuse. 
So what's it got to do with Roath?  Well, having built a castle you suddenly find 
everyones a bit peckish.  That's where Roath comes in.  It becomes the 
breadbasket of Cardiff, rearing the animals, growing the crops, and milling the 
flour at Roath Mill, all so that William Fitzhamon and his followers could be 
supplied with sandwiches. 
And where does Tewkesbury come into it?  Well, it was Fitzhamon's HQ.  He 
was Baron of Gloucester as well as lord of Glamorgan.  William Fitzhamon 
founded Tewkesbury Abbey in 1102, though didn't live to see it finished but 
they did have the decency to bury him in a prime spot, next to the altar.
Towards the end of the 12th century Roath, which covered a much larger area 
of Cardiff than it does today, was divided up and a large part of it gifted to 
Tewkesbury Abbey and hence called Roath Tewkesbury.   It may still be called 
that today had it not been for the Dissolution of the Monasteries in around 
1540 when the land reverted to mister tubby himself, Henry VIII.  Over time it 
got flogged off to people like the Butes, Mackintoshes and Tredegars, who in 
turn gave bits away, or flogged it on again to builders so we can have the 
Cardiff we all know and love today. 


