
Our fourth visit to Maindy Barracks was eagerly anticipated, with a large 
turnout.  Having formed a backdrop to life in the area for generations, the visit 
evoked many fond memories.  These included visiting school chums from service 
families, attending Whitsun Treats on the Barracks Field (now Companies 
House) and having excellent, military dance partners!   

John Dart, retired Sergeant Major of The Welch Regiment, showed us round 
the site, which still contains many fine Victorian buildings, many of which have 
survived the years by continual re-purposing.  We saw the outside of the chapel, 
the accommodation blocks, transport sheds (originally designed to house stables 
and horse-drawn vehicles), both the Officer’s and Sergeant’s Mess and the former 
Colonel’s house.  Modern introductions include a high-tech rifle range.



Since Queen Victoria presented the first 
goat in 1844, all goat mascots come from 

the Crown’s royal herd of goats, now living 
wild on the Great Orme.  Their bloodline 
stems directly from the Kashmiri goats 

gifted to Victoria by the Shah of Persia, on 
her accession to the throne.  Permission to 
recruit a new Regimental Goat for the 3rd 
Battalion of The Royal Welch, has first to 

be granted by Her Majesty  
Queen Elizabeth II                          

The current incumbent Fusilier Shenkin IV 

is on the Army payroll as Gwylim Jenkins.  
Disappointingly he was not receiving 

visitors when we called at his commodious 
quarters, but the photograph shows him as 

a kid, shortly after being enlisted and 
trained, on his first official duty, in 2018.   
At the end of their life, the Regimental 

Goats are laid to rest inside the barracks.  
The tombstones bear the traditional names 

of “Taffy”, “Dewi” and “Shenkin.”

Lance Corporal William Fuller, was the 
first Welshman to be awarded the 
Victoria Cross during WW1.  He 

rescued Captain Mark Haggard (nephew 
of the author Rider Haggard) when he 

was mortally injured and then, returned 
to the firing line to retrieve the Captain’s 

rifle.  “Stick it, Welsh”, a rallying cry 
still used to spur on our Welsh rugby 

players today, were the last words 
uttered by the plucky Captain. 

Mackintosh of Mackintosh presented the 
clock, atop the Detroit Building.


