
Our third visit, to the Cardiff Masonic Temple or Hall, was really well 
attended.  We were made very welcome by Mr. Naunton Liles and his 
masonic colleague, who were both immaculately turned out, in dark suits, 
highly polished shoes and a red rose in their lapels.   

Built in 1863 as a Methodist Church, the premises were originally, jointly 
bought by three Masonic Lodges in 1893 and after further fundraising and 
refurbishment, opened to Freemasonry in 1895.  Gradually, from 1918, 
adjoining cottages were acquired resulting in the complex we see today, that is 
fully used by many Lodges.  Beautiful, original features such as the sweeping 
staircase and rotunda have been retained, augmented by high quality wood 
panelling and decoration throughout, with masonic regalia and memorabilia 
adorning walls and cabinets. 

Naunton was very open to questions and discussion, explaining the Masons 
reputation for secrecy started in 1930’s, when it was thought expedient to keep 
a low profile.  Freemasonry has been an entirely male province, for most of its 
history.  Nowadays there is also an exclusively female lodge, albeit comprised 
largely of the female relatives of their male Masonic counterparts - mixed 
meetings are never held.  All meetings culminate with a hearty dinner, with 
toasts being drunk, firstly to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, then the Grand 
Master, the Duke of Kent, followed by toasts to the presiding Master and 
important guests. 






Music and Ritual play an important part at all Masonic gatherings.  Naunton is 
himself an accomplished organist and kindly climbed the spiral staircase to the organ 

loft in the large Temple, in order to demonstrate the thrilling quality of sound 
produced by the great organ.  As the sound swelled and reverberated around the hall it 

apparently, reached only half its maximum potential. 

Before we left, we were served tea, coffee and biscuits in one of the dining rooms, 
presided over by a portrait of the Queen, looking particularly happy and glorious. 

Freemasonry is not a religion, but 
requires its members to follow a 
strict moral code, acknowledge 

the existence of a Supreme Being 
and swear fealty to the Crown. 

People from all walks of life and 
religious persuasion, come 

together in good fellowship to 
support and enjoy one another’s 
company and raise money for 
good works.  Freemasonry in 
Britain is second only to the 

National Lottery in the annual 
amount it gives to Charity.


