
Dear R.L.H.S. Members, 

Thank-you for so promptly reserving your places on our summer Field Trips.  

The enthusiastic response led Alan to check if any of the venues had an upper 

limit!  Obviously, numbers for the two away trips are governed by the 31 seats 

available on the two Vest mini-buses we’ve secured.  This means that 

Tewkesbury is now fully subscribed - with a Waiting List and only 4 places 

remain for Merthyr - Walk, Talk & Tea.  Meanwhile, The Masonic Hall, on 

Thursday, 19th. June has just 4 places left and whilst Maindy Barracks has 

good capacity, security demands the names of all participants are submitted to 

the Army, well in advance; likewise, the car registration numbers of those 

wishing to park on site. 

Should you find you can no longer attend any of the events, please let me know 

a.s.a.p., as it’s quite likely somebody could take your place.

Roath Local History Society 
Bringing History to Your Doorstep - since 1978

Roath Local History Society Website 
roathlocalhistorysociety.org 

Chairman Ted Richards continues to update and enhance our website with Blogs, 
Profiles and as they get digitalised, the Society’s early Project Newsletters.  It really is 
worth checking the website regularly, as you will find an ever-increasing amount of 
interesting, illustrated, historical information.  

R.L.H.S. Roath Red Plaques

We now have an inter-active map of Roath ready to chart the profiles and associated 
addresses of your Roath Red Plaque nominees.  You will find this feature on the Home 
Page by clicking on Local History and selecting People from the dropdown menu.  If 
you then click on one of the map’s red R icons, it will bring up the information.  
Currently, our Hall of Fame has four entries:  William Pettigrew, William McKenzie, 
The Suffragette Protest - Census boycott and Ernest Willows.  Please keep sending in 
your suggestions, preferably with a thumbnail sketch about the candidate.
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💐 THEY GOT WELL SOON!🍇  
Malcolm Ranson:  since he had a bed at the Heath, Malcolm made the most of it and 
underwent the “essential heart maintenance” he’d been waiting for.  This done, when last we 
spoke, he was packing for his choir’s concert in Croatia. 
Douglas Knight:  after spending his first four days at the Royal Gwent on a trolly, Douglas 
couldn’t get home fast enough!  It was great to see him out and about, enjoying his many 
interests, which included our April meeting. 
Also:  Peter Gillard might not be at our May meeting as he’s due a scheduled hospital 
procedure.  We trust all goes to plan and look forward to seeing him on our summer visits.

R.L.H.S. Member, Mr. Michael Collins, is the grandson of Harry and 
Ada, who established Collins the Drapers in 1907, which became such a 
major feature in Roath, for 58 years.  His talk focuses on Albany Road, 
from the end of W.W.2 until the mid-1960’s, as it continued to thrive as 

a shopping destination, built on private enterprise.

Thursday, 9th. May 
“The family-owned businesses, that established Roath as Cardiff’s 

premier, suburban shopping area”.



Although born and grown in Cardiff, until last Easter Sunday, I had 

never experienced a public open day at Heath Park Miniature Railway & 

Tramway …… and what an amazing discovery it was!  This fantastic 

asset is the result of seventy-one years dedicated enthusiasm by 

volunteers from the Cardiff Model Engineering Society.  The planted and landscaped 

layout occupies the site of old Heath House, its outbuildings and garden.  There are 

bridges, tunnels, a tram shed, period style railway buildings, signal boxes and a tea 

garden - with fabulous cakes!  You can take rides on two railway tracks pulled by both 

diesel and steam engines and also journey on the unique electric tramway.  In addition, 

there are also two model railway layouts.  I must say, the whole scene was perfectly 

animated by many under-5’s, but I can assure you, they were in the minority! 

Public Running Days 2019  

May Sunday 26th - 1pm to 5pm  
May Monday 27th - Spring Bank Holiday - 1pm to 5pm  

June Sunday 23rd - 1pm to 5pm  
July Sunday 21st - 1pm to 5pm  

August Sunday 25th - 1pm to 5pm 
August Monday 26th - Summer Bank Holiday - 1pm to 5pm 

September Sunday 22nd - 1pm to 5pm 
October Sunday 6th - 1pm to 5pm 

www.heathparkminaturerailway.co.uk

TASTER 
Alan Knight has now arranged all nine 2019 - 2020 Lectures.  For those of you 

disappointed at not hearing this year’s planned talks from Gwyn Prescott  
(Cardiff City Battalion) and Peter Sampson (Flat Holm), you’ll be happy to know 

they have both agreed to be re-scheduled next season.

Best regards, 

Elizabeth Morgan.  R.L.H.S. Honorary Secretary.

E-mail: roathhistory@gmail.com  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