
Dear R.L.H.S. Members,

We’ve passed the Vernal Equinox and on Sunday, 31st. March, the clocks 
“spring forward”, heralding British Summer Time.  How joyous this is, with 
lovely spring weather to boot.  If you long to get out and about, then without 
delay, reserve places on our six summer field trips!  

I will be taking reservations and money, at both the April and May meetings and 
you can also contact Alan Knight directly, by post or e-mail:

80, Colchester Avenue, Pen-y-lan, Cardiff. CF23 9AZ

jill.alanknight@gmail.com

Only two of the trips incur a charge, but, because of security issues, we need to 
have a register of names and contact numbers (preferably mobiles), for each 
visit.

It would help enormously, if you could bring the exact money for Merthyr 
(£10.00) and Tewkesbury (£9.00).  Alternatively, cheques should be made 
payable to Roath Local History Society.

*All bookings and reservations must close on Thursday, 23rd. May

Without further ado, here are the details of R.L.H.S.’s Summer Visits 2019:  
Please note carefully the various days and times - two trips are on a Wednesday 
and one is an evening event.

Thursday, 6th. June:  Merthyr Town Centre 

A guided walk around Merthyr led by the charismatic historian,  
Huw Williams, with afternoon tea to finish.  

£10.00, inclusive of VEST transport and afternoon tea. 

Mini-buses leave St. Andrew’s URC at 12.30 (estimated return - 17.00)  
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Thursday, 13th. June:  Cardiff Reform Synagogue 
Moira Terrace, Cardiff.  CF24 OEJ 

We will be welcomed by R.L.H.S. Member, Stanley Soffa, who this year 
was awarded the BEM in the Queen’s New Year’s Honours list - For 
services to community cohesion, combating anti-semitism and the Jewish 
community in Cardiff. 

This evening visit also includes a talk on “The History of the Jewish 
Community of Cardiff”, beginning at 19.30 

Free on-street parking in Howard Gardens 

Wednesday, 19th. June:  Cardiff Masonic Hall  
8, Guildford Street, Cardiff.  CF10 2HL 

Mr. Naunton Liles will guide us around this fascinating Victorian complex, 
founded in 1893 and centred around three Masonic temples.  He will 
outline its history and how it functions today. 

Tour begins at 14.00 

Thursday, 27th. June:  Maindy Barracks  
Whitchurch Road, Cardiff.  CF14 3YE 

John Dart, retired Sergeant Major of The Welch Regiment, will put us 
through our paces at this military installation, built in 1877.  Look lively, 
you’re in the army now! 

Tour begins at 14.00 

Thursday, 4th. July:  Pierhead Building & Norwegian Church 
Cardiff Bay 

At the Pierhead Building, Alan Knight will give an historical introduction, 
before we engage with the various exhibitions for ourselves.  This will be 
followed by a leisurely stroll along the waterfront, for refreshments at a 
second landmark building - the Norwegian Church.  

Meet at 14.00 at the Pierhead Building. 



Wednesday, 10th. July:  Tewkesbury Abbey 

The VEST mini-buses will arrive & depart from the Abbey.  Leaving at 
16.00 gives ample time to see something of both the Abbey and the town.  
Entry to the Abbey is free but visitors are asked to leave a donation.  

Cost:  £9.00. 

Mini-buses leave St. Andrew’s URC at 10.00 (estimated return - 17.00)

💐 GET WELL SOON!🍇  
Neville East is home again and hoping physiotherapy will help improve his mobility and 
give him the confidence to get out and about again. 
Margaret Reeves, a long serving, Honorary Member has just returned home after several 
weeks in hospital.  Peter Gillard sent her a card from us all, wishing her a speedy recovery. 
Malcolm Ranson is still in hospital, bored, but on the mend!  He was particularly pleased 
to receive the card, many of you signed at our March meeting. 
Douglas Knight also has our best wishes, as he languishes in the Royal Gwent.

“Angels in the Line of Fire”, Rosemary Chaloner 
Thursday, 11th. April

Rosemary considers the indispensable role of women working in war 
zones; through the development of the nursing service.   

Florence Nightingale’s experience, in the Crimean War, provided a 
cornerstone for establishing the professional and voluntary nursing 

services, that rapidly expanded in response to World War 1.



🗿 R.L.H.S. Research Forum🗿  
The meeting of Tuesday, 16th. April has been POSTPONED 

New date to be announced 

BILINGUAL VANDALISM? 
It was with delight that I read the article entitled ‘bilingual vandalism?’ in the 
Newsletter. Similarly shameful was the covering of the tiled destination plates in 
the underpass of Cardiff General. The Welsh Language must not be an excuse for 
historical vandalism, and yet so much of Cardiff’s history seems to be being 
literally whitewashed to make way for it. I am by no means against the Welsh 
Language, of course, but do resent the constant assault on Cardiff’s own history 
by those who little understand the town’s own complex identity and linguistic 
heritage. I do not know where it will end, but I begin to feel an alien in my own 
home town!

Geraint Denison-Kurg

Best regards, 

Elizabeth Morgan.  R.L.H.S. Honorary Secretary.

E-mail: roathhistory@gmail.com  
 Telephone: 029 2048 2658 * Mobile/Text: 07801 544 823                                   

R.L.H.S. Web Site: www.roathlocalhistorysociety.org 

Ruperra Castle Preservation Trust 
Sunday, 28th. April (2 for 2.30pm) 

Talk by Dr Elaine Davey at Rudry Parish Hall on the 30th anniversary of 
the Welsh Historic Gardens Trust, now grown into a national organisation 

campaigning to protect parks and gardens, such as Ruperra Castle.   
£5 charge for the talk and tea provided by Rudry Lunch Club. 

“Cardiff Mysteries Remastered”, Christopher Butler 
Now available electronically (for £3.19) and in print form from Amazon. It has three 

chapters relating to Roath Park – one on the origins of the figurehead of HMS 
Thisbe, one of the figurehead of the Terra Nova, and one on the development of 

what was once considered “a malarial bog”.

Website: Cardiffmysteries.co.uk 

http://cardiffmysteries.co.uk/
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