
Dear R.L.H.S. Members,

I remember writing last March’s E-Newsletter, glad to stay cosy and warm, as 
Boris the Blizzard raged all round.  By contrast this time, the most beautiful 
sunny day is calling me to go out and play!

Approximately a quarter of our Membership doesn’t use the internet and 
therefore can’t benefit from our updated website and monthly news bulletins.  
The beauty of electronic communication is the cost.  At the end of last year, all 
our non-email Members were contacted to give them the option of receiving a 
hard copy of the newsletter, for the cost of the stamps.  To date, seven people 
have taken up this offer.  The trouble is, I now feel somewhat under pressure to 
give them value for money, as I don’t always have much to report.  It would be 
good if this monthly Newsletter could be enhanced by contributions from YOU!  
If you hear of any news or events of historical interest, please let me know, so I 
can share it.  Perhaps we could start a Gossip Column with reminiscences 
inspired by the changing face of Cardiff.  Alternatively, short accounts of any 
historical places you visit or the Films, TV Programmes or Books you are 
enjoying (or not!).  For instance, who’d have thought the antics of Queen Anne 

in 📽 The Favourite, would have gained an Oscar for Olivia Coleman!  
Speaking of glittering awards, the Committee eagerly awaits your Roath Red 
Plaque nominations.

Royal Mail have announced prices for Stamps will go up on 25th March 2019

An increase of 3p for both 1st. and 2nd. class stamps. 
This means the new cost of 1st. will be 70p and 2nd 61p.

Roath Local History Society 
Bringing History to Your Doorstep - since 1978

🗿 R.L.H.S. Research Forum🗿  
The Research Group is open to all Members who would like to share, offer and 

receive support for their individual research projects.   
Based on the study of selective streets in Roath that hold personal connections or 

interests, their findings will be shared in a  
Group Presentation, after the September AGM. 

Meetings are held every two months, on the third Tuesday of the month,  
the next date being:  Tuesday, 16th. April.



THURSDAY 14th. MARCH 2019                                         

History of Merthyr, Mr. Huw Williams

The Joint-Editor of “Merthyr Historian” and author of  
“Merthyr Tydfil: then and now”, will give a presentation on 

the Iron Heritage Town of Merthyr Tydfil.

🖥Ted’s⌨Top🖱Tips💻   
As you will appreciate, Ted has been electronically transcribing the old Project 
Newsletters and uploading them to our website.  The process involves scanning each 
page, saving it as a JPEG file, then using a free online OCR (optical character 
recognition) programme to 'read' the document, then copy and paste the writing into 
Word. The website he’s been using is https://www.newocr.com/  

Part of the latest articles were so feint that the OCR programme was not able to 'read' the 
text.  These were the pages at the end of the article, namely the Western Mail and Kelly's 
Trade Directories.   

To overcome this obstacle, Ted visited Cathays Local Studies Library and took pictures of 
the relevant pages in the Trade Directories using a smart phone.  At home he was then 
able to use the same OCR programme to convert the directory pages into text and then 
copy that into the Word article.  Ultimately, a faster process than that of laboriously 
producing an accurate, manual transcription of the pages.

https://www.newocr.com/
https://www.newocr.com/


Long-time R.L.H.S. supporter, Neville East has just spent a fortnight at Heath 
Hospital with serious health concerns.  However, he has now been sent home to 
continue his recuperation, backed up by a daily regime of health visitors.  I have 
sent a cheerful card from us all, wishing him well.

Looking ahead to April remember, because of injury, we have had to substitute 
the advertised lecture by Richard Watson with Rosemary Chaloner’s excellent 
“Angels in the Line of Fire”. 

Best regards, 

Elizabeth Morgan.  R.L.H.S. Honorary Secretary.

E-mail: roathhistory@gmail.com  
 Telephone: 029 2048 2658 * Mobile/Text: 07801 544 823                   

R.L.H.S. Web Site: www.roathlocalhistorysociety.org 

The Cruel 
& Savage 
Streets

Tuesday 5th March - 7pm

Room 2.01 John Percival  Building, 
Cardiff University
Admission Free
For further details call  07753 169891

with Cardiff University School of History, Archaeology and Religion

John F Wake
Author & Former Police Officer

Cardiff’s Lawless Past

If you missed John F. Wake’s 
October Lecture to R.L.H.S., or 
would like to catch him again, 

well now’s your chance:

BILINGUAL VANDALISM? 
Last week I went by train, for a day out in 
Gloucester.  On approaching the station my 
nostrils were assailed by the wonderful aroma 
of hops, as another batch of Brains was 
brewed.  I experienced a moment of nostalgia, 
as I realised this familiar trigger, at the 
beginning or end of a journey from Cardiff 
Central, would soon be a thing of the past.   
But worse was soon to come!  The beautiful 
raised tiles depicting a cuffed hand, with a 
finger pointing the way to London and 
Platforms 1&2 was nowhere to be seen!  
Screwed through the tiles and into the wall are 
now white plastic, bilingual signs.  What has 
happened?  Does a similar fate of 
unsympathetic updating 
lie in store for other 
treasured, tiled panels?
Could these elegant tiled 

letters  be next 👉 →


