
Dear R.L.H.S. Members,

This year, our February meeting falls on ❤ St.Valentine’s Day❤ Thursday, 
14th. February.  Mr. Peter Sampson, Flat Holm Society Chairman and Tour 
Guide, will discuss “The Story and History of Flat Holm Island”, from the 
perspective of the charity dedicated to help protect the island’s wildlife and 
historic environment.

If you remember, this talk replaces the one originally scheduled from Gwyn 
Prescott, who had an accident and had to withdraw.  Coincidentally, a similar 
situation has arisen in April; unfortunately, Richard Watson, has also suffered 
a serious injury.  We hope to reschedule both lectures, once Gwyn and Richard 
are fully recovered.  
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Meanwhile, for April, we have secured the services of 
Rosemary Chaloner, whose career as a Tour Guide 
working at Cardiff Castle, Cardiff Story Museum and 
onboard the Cardiff Tour buses, informs both her 
presentations and books.  

In “Angels in the Line of Fire” Rosemary considers the 
indispensable role of women working in war zones; through 
the development of the nursing service.  The period covered 
shows how Florence Nightingale’s experience, in the 
Crimean War, provided a cornerstone for establishing the 
professional and voluntary nursing services, that rapidly 
developed in response to World War 1.



 R.L.H.S. WEBSITE & BLOG

New additions under Local History include:

War Memorials:  Chairman Ted Richards has researched and written up the 
Albany Road Baptist Church Memorials.  He has also added contributions from 
the Membership on both the Mackintosh Roll of Honour and the memorial 
dedicated to Jeremy Sparkes great uncle, 2nd Lt Vivian Llewellyn, Royal Welsh 
Fusiliers, now reinstated at Highfields Church.

Project Newsletters:  Another article from the Society’s early research has been 
digitalised, augmented with images and uploaded.

Blog:  The sad story of Harriett Fleming this blog first appeared on Ted’s personal 
site https://cardiffcapers.blogspot.com  However, as Harriett has Roath roots, it is 
an entirely appropriate contribution to the R.L.H.S. Blog.

R.L.H.S. COMMITTEE MEETING

On 24th. January we held the third of our four seasonal meetings to assess how things 
are going and to plan for the future.

At 113, the level of membership, is excellent.  The Committee now faces the 
challenge of getting to know everyone and discovering what areas of interest will 
keep you coming back! 

Following the death of Nancy Keir (wife of our founder Alec Keir) the Keir family 
gave various books, papers and images to the Society.  Founder Member and our 
current Vice-Chairman, Jeff Childs has been carefully assessing the potential of 
around a thousand transparencies.  Having identified the most significant images to 
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keep for posterity, they now need to be cleaned and digitalised.  Alan Knight, having 
both experience in this area and the requisite equipment, has agreed to undertake this 
time-consuming task.

The Committee has proposed we get a new Pop-Up Poster, to replace the existing 
one, which has become worn and out-of-date.  The new one will be bi-lingual (so it 
can be displayed in council-run venues) and feature images of Roath, to supplement 
the promotional information about our Society.  Patrice Jones, our new Minute 
Secretary, has volunteered to help me with the design.

R.L.H.S. WALK OF FAME

Back in the October E-Newsletter, I posted an announcement regarding the creation 
of virtual R.L.H.S. Roath Red Plaques.  The Committee are very keen to get this off 
the ground.  We have ideas about an inter-active map of Roath, charting the addresses 
/ sites of our Walk of Fame (or Notoriety) nominees.  We also envisage having 
actual walk/s taking in the locations, with the information, either being sourced on a 
smart phone at the various stops, or being read out by walk organisers.  Whilst 

(mainly Ted!) looks into the technical possibilities, what we need from👇 you 👉 our 

Members👈  are suggestions for significant people and places, with a thumbnail 

sketch about them.  The only limit being, they need to be associated within the 
Ancient Ecclesiastical Parish of Roath.  These are the suggestions received so far:

Ralph Hancock 20, Keppoch Street - Horticultural Hero 
Sergeant Major Fred Barter 60, Daniel Street - the recipient of Cardiff’s first 
Victoria Cross 
Ernest Willows, family home on Newport Road 
Fred Keenor, Captain of Cardiff Football Club, when the Bluebirds won the 1927 
F.A. cup, Theodora Street. 
William McKenzie,81 Ninian Road - Chief Constable of Cardiff 
William Wallace Pettigrew, Roath Park House, The Pleasure Gardens - Head 
Gardener for Cardiff Corporation 
Arwel Hughes OBE and Owain Arwel Hughes CBE 1, Colchester Avenue 

Best regards, 

Elizabeth Morgan.  R.L.H.S. Honorary Secretary.
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