
 

Dear R.L.H.S. Members, 

Being November, there are 
several commemorations in 
Remembrance to the Fallen 
contained in this newsletter and 
the accompanying Notices pdf.  
Starting with the following 
tribute Viv Giles was able to 
pay.  A more detailed account 
of the Roll of Honour of the 
Mackintosh Institute is 
contained on the R.L.H.S. 
Website under Local History 
and then Memorials. 

Roath Local History Society 
Bringing History to Your Doorstep - since 1978

You may remember 
the talk given by 

one of our 
members,   Viv 
Giles, about the   
Roll of Honour        

of the        
Mackintosh 
Institute.             

Earlier this year he 
visited Ypres and 

was able, on behalf 
of the Society, to 
place memorial 

crosses to 
remember the 

following soldiers 
from the Roll of 
Honour who are 

commemorated or 
buried in the area.

He placed crosses at 
the foot of the 

relevant memorial 
panels at the Tyne Cot 

Memorial to 
remember      

Corporal William 
Charles SMITH of the 
16th Battalion, Welsh 
Regiment, who was 

killed in action on 27th 
August 1917           

and                        
Private Thomas 

Howard WILLIAMS, 1st/
28th Battalion, London 

Regiment (Artists 
Rifles), who was killed 

in action on 30th 
October 1917.



THURSDAY 14th. NOVEMBER, 2019 
“The History of Welsh Public Libraries”

Susanna Thomas & Caroline Noall 
Chart the development of the Public Library Service  

with particular emphasis on Cardiff

Viv is a member of the South Wales Branch                                 
of the Western Front Association                              

and David Hughes, the Branch Chairman,                   
found a memorial to Sergeant MORGAN                     
in Cathays Cemetery, where he is also 
remembered  on his father’s grave.

He also placed a memorial cross at the grave 
of Sergeant Harold Bristow MORGAN,                              

281st Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery,                         
the only member of the                                       

Mackintosh Institute Roll of Honour                                  
to have a known grave on the Western Front.             

Harold MORGAN was killed in action                    
on 13th June 1917.

Ben Childs Art Cards 
Thank-you to everyone who ordered cards, they will be ready to collect at our next 
meeting.  Because of time constraints, no further card orders can be taken this year, 
but there will be pre-printed calendars available, containing twelve of Ben’s images. 

One calendar features views of Penarth and the other Welsh Castles.   
They cost £8.00 each, with a donation going to Society funds.



I first came upon the writings of 
Elizabeth Chadwick, in the Gift 
Shop at Chepstow Castle.  Her 
C12th. series on William Marshall 
(born c1147) charts the exceptional 
life of the “Greatest Knight”, whose 
ascendancy to become Earl of 
Pembroke and Regent of England 
was hard won.  He was highly 
accomplished in combat, court 
etiquette and carrying out the 
multitudinous duties of a Royal 
Marshall.  His talents enabled him to 
survive the court intrigues, whims 
and power struggles of no less than 
six monarchs.

Historical Fiction: a jolly good read

Through meticulous research and marvellous 
storytelling, the author brings all aspects of the Medieval 
World vividly to life.  I’ve been enthralled throughout, but 
found the passages dealing with life in familiar ruins, at a 
time when they were powerful and thriving regional 
centres, particularly enjoyable.  For instance, at 
Chepstow (then known as Striguil, from the Welsh word 
ystraigyl meaning 'a bend in the river’), Marshall and his 
lady, the heiress Isabelle de Clare, oversaw further 
fortification, expansion and improvements to the Castle 
and endowments to Tintern Abbey (where Isabelle, her 
mother Aoife MacMurrough, Princess of Leinster and her 
eldest daughter were eventually laid to rest).
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roathlocalhistorysociety.org.               
NEWS:  from the Bloke who BLOGS 

Two popular blog posts have been published this month on very different subjects.  
One looked at the victims of the bomb that fell on Pen-y-lan Road in May 1943  

and the other at Thayer's Ice Cream.  
Work is ongoing to record the shops in Wellfield Road through the years.    
Many thanks to Member Yvonne Courtine for her hard work in this task.

In order to produce this E-Newsletter, I am dependent on Members telling me about events, or 
submitting articles etc.  If you’ve been enjoying any historical experiences - visits, books, films 
etc. - near or far, in time or place, please share them.  Likewise, if you come across any good 
Speakers or Places of Interest that our Society would enjoy visiting, please tell!

Bye for now,

Elizabeth Morgan, R.L.H.S. Honorary Secretary.
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