
Dear R.L.H.S. Members, 

Thanks to the 50, who have already returned their Membership Renewal Forms.  It 
has enabled me to process them at leisure and prepare your Membership Cards, for 
collection at our first meeting.  We’ve still a fortnight to go, so I’m hoping Christmas 
comes early for my postman, when he brings me the other 63! 

Bi-Lingual 
The biggest story of the summer, is that with the help of Cathays Branch and 
Heritage Library, R.L.H.S. has succeeded in getting our Lecture Programme, 
Advertisement and Flyer, translated to Welsh.  This means we can now promote 
ourselves in all council-run venues, such as libraries and community centres.   
We are also working on a new, highly visual, bi-lingual exhibition called “Roath 
Retro” which is scheduled to open at Cathays B&H Library from Monday, 10th. 
September - Monday, 15th. October.  After which, it may tour other libraries in our 
area.   
Before this, on Saturday, 8th. September, we will be displaying our  
“R.L.H.S. 40th. Anniversary Exhibition” and promoting the Society at this 
Cathays Heritage Open Doors event: 

!  

Roath Local History Society 
Bringing History to Your Doorstep - since 1978



New Minute Secretary 

Most fortunately, Patrice Jones has agreed to undertake the Minutes for next year, on 
the understanding that we continue to seek other candidates to help and support in the 
task.  If you have the skills, please let me know.  The task is not too onerous, as we 
normally hold just 4 meetings a year (including the AGM), but of course, notes taken, 
also need to be transcribed. 

R.L.H.S. has been contacted with a request for volunteers to help with a 
Heritage Lottery Fund initiative, in conjuction with year 6 pupils (10 - 11 year 
olds), at Marlborough Primary School.   
The project will be looking at the impact of World War Two upon Penylan.  
If you would like to be involved with guiding their research, or feel perhaps, 
you could contribute your own reminiscences, please contact Mark Williams 
for further information at:  
MPWilliams2@cardiffmet.ac.uk

R.L.H.S. Website 

Ted Richards has continued improving and adding to our Website.  If you 
look now, you’ll find an interesting new Blog on “Where to is Roath?”, 
containing research that has led to a proposed amendment to our Constitution!  

R.L.H.S. now brings History to your Armchair, as well as your Doorstep!   
A new button “Local History” enables you to discover newly digitalised 
articles from our original R.L.H.S. Project Newsletters, freshly supplemented 
with colour photography. 

www.roathlocalhistorysociety.wordpress.com 
- for the latest news on living in the past

R.L.H.S. Research Forum  

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 25th. September at 7 o’clock  
at Peter Gillard’s home: 

9, Brynhill, 1, St. Edeyrn's Road, Cyncoed, Cardiff.  CF23 6TB 

New members are most welcome, just advise Malcolm if you’ll be coming:  
Malcolm Ranson, Research Conveynor 

Telephone:  029 2073 6593 
E-mail:  malcolm.ranson@ntlworld.com

mailto:malcolm.ranson@ntlworld.com
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The following, very special event, is taking place, for one night only, at 
R.L.H.S.’s home at St. Andrews.  The following links provide additional 
information, enabling you to read about the local charity “Faceup Cymru” and 
listen to the choirs: 
Faceup Cymru  http://faceupcymru.org.uk/  
Choir Rozenice:  https://streamable.com/ndcsf       
Cwmbach Male Choir:  https://streamable.com/8wld6 

http://faceupcymru.org.uk/
https://streamable.com/ndcsf
https://streamable.com/8wld6


And now, down to the nitty-gritty, our first meeting of the new season, on 
Thursday, 13th September, includes the AGM, ahead of an excellent lecture 
by Bob Priddle, “Ralph Hancock, Roath’s Royal Gardener and 3-times 
Chelsea Gold Medal Winner”.  In order to achieve this double-whammy, 
we’ve allocated 25 minutes to attend to the business of the AGM.  Given that 
most of the matters arising, are quite routine, this should be achievable.  
However, in order to save time, I am attaching both the Agenda and the 
Minutes of the 2017 AGM, for you to familiarise yourselves with, in advance.   

You will notice that Items 9 and 10 are new proposals, which are expanded 
upon in the following notes:   

ROATH LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
The 41st Annual General Meeting to be held on  

Thursday, 13th. September, 2018  

at St. Andrew’s United Reformed Church Hall  
Pen-y-lan Road, Roath, Cardiff. CF24 3PB  

starting at 8.00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

 1.      Welcome 

 2.      Apologies for absence 

 3.      To receive and approve the minutes of the last AGM 

 4.      Matters arising (other than covered by this Agenda) 

 5.      Chairman’s Welcome 

 6.      Honorary Secretary’s Report 

 7.      Programme and Events Organiser Report 

 8.      Honorary Treasurer’s Report and Statement of Accounts 

 9.      Proposed £2.00 increase to annual subscription from 2019/20 

10.     Proposed amendment to the Constitution 

11.    To receive notice of the retirement of the Chairman 

APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 

• Chair 
• Honorary Auditor 
• Committee                                                                                            - 

Re-standing:  Malcolm Ranson, Martin Sheldon, Gareth Brown, Graeme 
Brown, Carol Ball and Peter Gillard 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS



9  The Committee voted in favour of proposing a £2.00 annual increase to our 
Membership Fee, from September 2019/2020.  This was considered to be a 
prudent measure, in view of the steady increases to the cost of everything, from 
postage stamps and toner cartridges, to venue hire. 

10  The current Constitution states that  'The object of the Society is to promote, 
encourage and maintain an active interest in, and research into, the local history 
on any area or subject, but with particular reference to the Ecclesiastical Parish 
of Roath.'  From the outset the Society's area of interest has been the ancient 
ecclesiastical parish of Roath which includes today's Roath, Plasnewydd, Pen-
y-lan, Splott, Tremorfa, parts of Adamsdown and Cathays. The ecclesiastical 
parish of Roath is now much smaller than it used to be in former times.  In 
order more accurately reflect our area of interest it is proposed to change the 
Constitution to include the words  '....... Ancient Ecclesiastical Parish of Roath’. 

We currently have just one nomination (Ted Richards) for Chair and no 
prospective Committee Members have so far, come forward.  Remember, you 
can volunteer your services, on the night itself.  The commitment for Officers is 
3-years and Committee Members renew on an annual basis.  

Roath Local History Society  

40th Annual General Meeting  
 

held at St Andrew's United Reformed Church Hall  

Thursday 14 September 2017  

Chairman Malcolm Ranson welcomed everyone to the new venue, expressing great surprise at 

the attendance of 60 members. It was difficult for speakers to make themselves heard over the 

noise made by the heating system, but he assured members that this would not last all 

evening.  

Apologies for Absence  

Peter Gillard, Geoff Dowden, Rhys David, Graham Brown, Pat & Mike Jenkins, Betty & 

Geoff Williams. MR mentioned the death of Gaynor Hudd and said that Jean Rose and a new 

member called Ann Teear would now take over the provision of tea and biscuits.  

Approval of Minutes of AGM 2016 
 
The minutes were accepted as a true record and signed by MR. Acceptance of the Minutes 

was proposed by Neville East and seconded by Ann Teear.  



Matters arising from the Minutes other than covered by the Agenda  

There was a query about the starting time of meetings at the new venue, which was dealt with 

by Elizabeth Morgan. The next meeting will start at 7.45pm with access to the room at 

7.30pm. Other 
 than that there were no further matters arising.  

Chairman's Welcome  
 
MR gave thanks to the Committee and Officers for 'keeping the show on the road'! He 

thanked the Tea Team and David Parry, “Dave the Door”.  

MR told the meeting that he is standing down as Chairman, at the age of 85. He is interested 

in forming a Research Group, not restricted to Roath. He encouraged members to consider 

this as  
 Research could be memories and would not necessarily require long hours in the library! He 

also felt that no- one should hold office for too long (which would be discussed later). He 

appealed for members to serve on the Committee, as it’s only a year by year commitment.  

Finally MR gave special thanks to Margaret Reeves and announced that she would be 

awarded life membership of the Society. This was proposed by Alan Knight and seconded by 

Deanne Pickstone.  

Hon Secretary's Report  

Peter Gillard is ill (and resigning from his post at this meeting) so his Report was read by Jeff 

Childs, as attached. 
 
JC asked if there were any questions, and there being none, acceptance of the Report was 

proposed by Margaret Reeves and seconded by John Worth.  

Hon Treasurer's Report  

Peter Jones had prepared the Accounts to 31 July 2017. 
 
The main expenses for the year included the purchase of a new Projector and Printer, the 

costs of publication of Jeff Childs' book, and insurance. RLHS has become a member of the 

British Association for Local History (BALH), and so gained essential Public Liability 

Insurance. JC confirmed the cover applied to our new venue. 
 
EM reminded members that the Society has a website where the contents of the R|LHS 

library are listed and are all available for members to loan. Request titles from PG.  



Proposed alterations to Constitution  
 
EM set out the amendments, as follows: 
 
No. 2 The remit was broadened to encompass ‘on any area or subject’. 
 
No. 4 The Committee (the Management Committee) has created the office of Programme & 

Events Organiser. As the Society has thrived and evolved to embrace modern technology, the 

responsibilities of the role of Honorary Secretary have increased and PG has been doing too 

much. 
 
No. 13 The annual fee has changed in that there is now only one fee for all. This was agreed  

at the 2016 AGM and being put into practice from this season. Acceptance of these changes 

was proposed by AK and seconded by MR.  

Appointment of Officers and Committee  

1 Nomination for Chairman  
 
EM indicated that Peter Gillard had agreed to be nominated for a period of  
 
1 year only while we continue to search for a new Chairperson. This was proposed and there 

was general agreement from members.  
  
2 Vice-Chairman  
 
Jeff Childs agreed to carry on in the post for one term (of three years).  
  
3 Hon Secretary  
 
EM happy to take on the role of Honorary Secretary. General agreement.  
  
4 Hon Treasurer 
 
PJ has been in post for two years and is happy to continue. General agreement.  
  
5 Programme & Events Organiser 
 
MR said that the Committee proposed AK, and that Jill Knight would act as Minute 

Secretary.  



All Officers, with the exception of the Chairman, were elected for a period of three years. 

Committee members stand for one year at a time.  

Nominations for Committee 
 
Graeme Brown (proposed by MS) 
 
Gareth Brown (absent tonight) (proposed by EM) Malcolm Ranson (proposed by EM) 
Martin Sheldon (proposed by MR)  

In response to a question about what is required of Committee members, EM detailed the 

responsibilities as: follows: Generally lending a hand when the need arises, such as attendance 

at the imminent Heritage Open Doors Day at St Margaret's Church, communications, 

envelope stuffing etc. Helping to make decisions about the direction RLHS takes.  

Appointment of Auditor  

Robert Heynes was re-appointed.  

Safeguarding 
 
MR said that the Committee had signed an agreement with the Church this evening regarding 

safeguarding children (thanks to Julian Carter for drawing this up). Do the membership 

agree with this? 
 
Agreement received.  

Jeff Childs reminded people that the Society has a Twitter Account which is used to respond 

to queries on the website. And he also thanked MR for his valuable work of 30 years for the 

Society, doing every job during that time.  

The meeting closed at 8.45pm. 

Looking forward to seeing you all again, very soon,

Elizabeth Morgan.                                                                                                                
R.L.H.S. Honorary Secretary.

E-mail: roathhistory@gmail.com  
Telephone: 029 2048 2658 * Mobile/Text: 07801 544 823                                            

R.L.H.S. Web Site:  www.roathlocalhistorysociety.wordpress.com
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