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Roath Local History Society 

Bringing History to Your Doorstep - since 1978 

Dear R.L.H.S. Members, 

This month, additional information necessitates an extra E-Newsletter. 

On behalf of R.L.H.S. I’d like to apologise for the unacceptably cold temperature of the 
church hall, at our January meeting.  This is an on-going issue, that despite various 
assurances, the Board of Managers of St. Andrew’s URC, has consistently failed to 
address.  Nonetheless, Rhys David succeeded in giving an excellent talk, which had us all 

enthralled and mentally channelling the desert☀ heat! 

As long-standing, and actively serving members, Robert and his wife Judith, are well-
known to R.L.H.S.  It is very sad to announce, the death of Robert Hunt, aged 80 after a 
long period of ill health.   
His funeral is on Monday 5th. February at Thornhill Crematorium (Wenallt Chapel) at 
11 am followed by a refreshments at the Manor Park Hotel. 

Thursday, 25th. January *Coffee Date.   

There is a standing invitation for R.L.H.S. Members to meet informally over  ☕ coffee, on 
the 4th Thursday of the month.   
Time:  11 o’clock.   
Place:  Central Perk, 2, Donald Street (Donald Street runs off Albany Road, by the Post 
Office).  

Craig Y Nos Castle, Wednesday, 14th. March, 2018 
I am thrilled to say that there will be 41 of us, enjoying a R.L.H.S. 40th. Anniversary 
Luncheon, at Craig Y Nos Castle, come the spring!  Those of you travelling by mini-bus 
are reminded that they will be leaving from outside St. Andrew’s Church Hall at 10 o’clock.  
Those of you making your own way there, our E.T.A. is around 11.30. 

Used Postage Stamps 
A funny thing happened on the way to the Church Hall!  In the foyer, one of our members 
spotted a sweet jar, for collecting used stamps, in aid of The Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds and promptly donated the ones he was bringing.  Whilst this wasn’t 
actually my initiative, if it’s still there in February I think I will add all the stamps, so far 
collected, to the same jar. 



10 Pen-y-lan Road WW11 Bombing 
There follows a piece of family history, that includes an account of the direct hit on several 
Pen-y-lan houses.  Pat, is now in her eighties and living in Cambridge, if anyone remembers 
the family or has anything they could add, please contact her niece, Katherine West:  
01392882033 

Ivy Morgan married Sidney Witts. They lived in Penylan, in Cardiff. Their first child was Margaret 
Elaine Witts born in 1920. She married Earnst George Hopgood. 

Because there was a war and my father was away, my mother lived in the two attic rooms above 
her mother and father. She gave birth to Jennifer Margaret in August 1940, Christine in 
January1942 and me, Katherine Elaine in August 1944. 

Our father was in the airforce and in 1943 he was based in Gloucester. In May that year my mother 
was staying in Elm Cottage in Herefordshire for a short while, in a property owned by family 
friends. 

On 18th May 1943 My mother's sister Patricia (13yrs old) and her brother Neville (10yrs old) were 
in the house in Penylan Rd with their Aunt, Sidney's sister Elsie Morgan. She had been bombed a 
few years earlier so was living with them. Sidney was out on fire watch with the neighbour, Mr 
Davey. There was an air raid on and Mrs Davey asked Ivy Witts to come and be with her in her 
house because she was scared. 

The houses had been fitted with metal 'Table Shelters' in the cupboard under the stairs so there 
was limited space for people. Ivy went next door to help her neighbour and to make room for Pat, 
Nev and Aunty 'Esso' to shelter in their house. The Neighbours house was a direct hit, killing Ivy 
and Mrs Davey outright. The force of the explosion had shunted the party wall of the two houses 
towards the corridor opposite wall. Pat, Nev and Aunty were also pushed up against the corridor 
wall. They managed to wriggle their way out, gasping for breath amidst rubble and smoke. The 
bomb was an 'Oil Bomb' which scattered oil as it exploded so the houses were on fire. 

Sidney and Mr Davey heard the bomb and came rushing back. In trying to help rescue people they 
were hit by falling rubble. Sidney had a small injury to his back...Mr Davey was badly injured and 
carried away on a stretcher but died shortly after. 

Eventually Sydney, Esso, Pat and Neville went to stay with relatives in Mackintosh Rd. Later 
Sidney took Pat and Neville to my mother in Hereford whilst he went back to sort out things in 
Cardiff. He managed to rent a house in Waterloo Gardens so they could return but my mother got 
given a 'Prefab' as there was not enough room for every-one. I was born in 1944 and lived in the 
prefab till after the war when we went to Ireland as my father was stationed in County Antrim. 

Ivy Morgan , as a child, went to Penylan School and was a class-mate of Ivor Novello. They were 
childhood friends but of course too young to know that innocent 'sweet-hearts' who both loved 
music would not last. However, Ivor Novello remained a good friend. 

Ivy had a very good grand piano when she was married and she was a good singer. A group of 
singers, including Ivor Novello and Zoe Cresswell would regularly meet around that piano until the 
bomb! Some of those singers went on to form The Welsh National Opera, after the war. 

Music has always been part of the family and my daughter ,Heloise has always been a good 
singer, She joined The National Youth Choir when she was 13yrs old. She gained an entrance 
exhibition to The Royal Academy of Music and her life has formed around performing and teaching. 
One of the songs she felt a real affinity for is a Poem by Victor Hugo put to music by Ronaldo Hann 
called ''Si me Veres''. Later we discovered it was one of Ivy's favourites too. 

Lastly, a request to our membership for information and contributions re: NHS, received via 
our website. 



Name: Tom Macrae

Email: tommacrae@7wonder.co.uk

Comment: Hi there,

My name is Tom Macrae and I'm a researcher at a London-based TV Production company called 
7Wonder.

We are currently making a new documentary series for BBC4 titled The People's History of the 
NHS. This three part series is a crowdsourced history of the health service, told through treasured 
mementos and objects from both its staff and patients through the ages. Using these fascinating 
objects and personal stories and made in partnership with the University of Warwick’s History 
department and the Wellcome collection, these films will uncover a seventy year history of the 
highs and lows, triumphs and catastrophes of the NHS, which together paint a vivid, and often 
conflicted portrait of Britain. 

We are trying to speak to as many people as possible who may have a story to tell or an 
interesting object to show us from the last 70 years and I am getting in touch to see if you and your 
society might be able to help us with our hunt. For example, perhaps you might know of someone 
who migrated here to work in the NHS in the mid 20th century and has a fascinating story to tell? 
Or maybe you know of someone who was affected by the Stafford Hospital scandal? Or perhaps 
you know someone who still has a set of spectacles that were available for free on the NHS before 
payment was introduced in 1952? It’s worth stressing these are just examples of the kind of thing 
we might be interested in; we are casting our net high and wide for potential stories and we are 
interested in any stories from 1948 to today that can reflect positive or negative experiences 
related to the NHS!

If there is anyway you could share this message with your members that would be brilliant. There 
is a link here to our very recently set up twitter page with our flyer on it: https://twitter.com/
stories_NHS. Any help/ideas/pointers would also be greatly appreciated. If you or any of your 
members would like to discuss the project in more depth then I can be reached on this email 
address or on 020 3701 7615.

I hope to hear from you soon and thanks for your time!  

Kind regards, 

Tom

That’s all for now folks! 

Elizabeth Morgan. 
R.L.H.S. Honorary Secretary. 
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E-mail:  roathhistory@gmail.com 
Telephone:  029 2048 2658 * Mobile/Text:  07801 544 823 

R.L.H.S. Web Site:  http://roathlocalhistorysociety.wordpress.com
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